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P R E F A C E. 

THE firft piece of this Check was defigned 
for a preface to the Difcourfe that follows 
t; but as it fwelled far beyond my intcntiony I pre- 
fent it to the Reader under the name of An hiftorical 
£fjy ; which makes way for the tra&sthat follow. 

II. With refped to the Difcourfe^ I muft mention 
vrhat engages me to publifh it. In 1771 I faw the 
propofitions called the Minutts, Their author invited 
me to '* review the whole off-air.** I did fo ; and foon 
found, that I had.'* leaned too much towards Calvi- 
nii'm," which, after a mature con fiderat ion, appeared 
to me exaAly to coincide with^^u/aa'v^Antinomia- 
nifm ; and the fame year I publicly acknowledged 
my error in thefe words : 

'< But whence fprings this almoft general Antino- 
*^ mianifm of bur congregations P Shall I conceal the 
*'fore becaufe it fefters in my own bread ? Shall I be 
*^ partial P No : in the name of Him, who is no re- 
'* rpe£lerof perfons, I will confefs my fin, and that 
** of many or my brethren, &c. —Is not the Antino- 
*^ mianitm of hearers fomented by that of preachers ? 
'* Does it not become us to take the greated part of 
** the blame upon ourfelveSf according to the old 
'< adage, Ukeprieft^ like people? Is it furpriling that 
*^ fome of us (bould have an Antinomian audience P 
*< Do we not make or keep it foP When did zve 
'' preach fuch a pradical fermon, as that of our Loid 
"•on the roountP Or write fuch doje letters, as the 
" epidles of St. John P*' Second Check, p. 64 and 
65, to the end of the paragraph. 

When I had thus openly confefled, that I was in« 
volved in the guilt of many of my brethren^ and that 
I had fo leaned towards Jpeculative^ as not to have 
made aproper (land againfl praBical Antinomianifm ; 
who could have thought, that one of my mod formi- 
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dable opponents would have attempted to fcreen htn 
miflake, behind fuch palTages of a manufcript fer- 
snon, which I preached twelve years ago ; and of 
which, by feme means or other, he has got a copy ? 
1 am very far however from recanting that old ai/^ 
courfe* I {llll think, the do6^rine it contains excellcnl 
in the main, and very proper to be enforced ftho' in a 
more guarded manner J in a congregation of hearers 
Violently prejudiced againfl the firll gofpel^xiom. 
Therefore, out of regard for the grand, leading truth 
of Chriftianity.and m compliance with Mr. H-— 11*3 
tamtji intreatyj [fin* Stroke, p. 45.]] I fend my fermon 
into the world, upon the following reafonable condi- 
tions: (i.) That! ihall be allowed topubli(h it, as I 
preached it a year ago in my churth ; namely, with 
additions in bracketSy to make it at once a/uiArr check 
to Pharifaifm, and zAniJhing cheek to Antinomianifm : 
(2.) That the largeft addition (hall be in favour of 
free grace: (3.) That nobody (hall accufe me of /oT" 
gtry^ for thus adding my prefent light to that which I 
had formerly ; and for thus bringing out of my little 
treafure of experience things new and old: (4.) That 
the prcfs (hall not groan with the charge of eiifingi' 
nuityy if I throw into notes fome unguarded exprel^ 
fions, which I formerly ufed without fcruple, and 
which my more enlightened confcience docs not fuf- ^ 
fcr me to ufc at prefent: (5.) That my opponent's ■ 
call to print my fermon, will procure me the pardon ^ 
of the public, for prefenting them with a plain, dlunt' "^ 
difcouife, compofed foi an audience chiefly made up 
of colliers andruftics: andla(lly,ThatasIunderftand 
Engliih a little better than I did twelve years ago, I 
(hall be permitted to redify a few French idioms, 
which I find in my old manrufcript ; and to conned my 
thoughts alittle more like anEnglifhman, where I can 
do it without the leaft mifreprefentation of the fenfe. 
If thefe conditions appear unreafonable to thofe, 
who will have heaven itfelf without any condition,! 
abolifh the di(lin6lion betweefimy old fermon, and 
the additions that guard or (Irengtlien it; and refer. 

ring 



PREFACE. V 

ring the reader to the title page, I publifh my difcourfe 
on Rom. xi. 5, 6. as a guarded fermon, delivered in 
my church on Sunday, April the 1 8th, &c. 1 773, ex- 
a&ly eleven years after I preached upon the fame 
text a fertnon ufeful upon the whole, but in (bme 
places unguarded, and deficient with refpe^ to the 
variety of arguments and motives, by which the ca- 
pital do&rines of free grace and gofpel obedience ought 
to be enforced, 

III. With regard to the Scriptural Essay upon 
the rewardablenefs,orevangelical worthinefsof works, 
I (hall juft obferve,thatit attacks the grand miftake ef 
the Solifidians, countenanced by three or four words 
of my old fermon. I pour a flood of fcriptures upon 
it ; and after receiving the fire of my obje6lor, 1 re- 
turn it in a variety of fcriptural and rational anfwers, 
about the folidity of which the public muft decide, 
IV, The Essay on Truth will, I hope, reconcile 
judicious moraliftsto the do&rine of falvation iyjaith^ 
and confiderate Solifidians to the do6lrine of falvation 
by the works of faith ; reafon and fcripture concur- 
ring to Ihow the confUnt dependance of works upon 
faith ; and the wonderful agreement of the do6brine 
of prefent falvation by tuve faitk^ with the do&rine 
of eternal falvation by good works* 
^ * I hope, that I do not diifent, in my obfervations 
g^ w^or\ Jaith^ either from our church, orapprqved gof-^ 
1^ pel-minifters. In their Az^A^ definitionsortlffl: grace, 
' they confider it only according to the fulnefs of the 
Chrifiian difpenfation ; but my fubjeft has obliged me 
to confider it' alio according to the difpenfations of 
John the Baptift, Mofes, and Noah, Believers, under 
thefe mftrior difpenfations, have not always ajfurance ; 
nor is the aifurance they fometimes have fo bright as 
that of adultChriftians, Matt.xi, ii. But undoubted- 
ly aifurance is infcparably conne^ed with the faith of' 
the Chrijiian difpenfation, which was not fiilfy opened 
till Chrift opened his glorious baptifm on the day of 
pentecoft, and till hi& ijpiritual kingdom v^as Cec ui^ ^ 
with power in the heart of his ptoig\e. \^Q\^^idc^.^^^^- 
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fore can truly believe, according to this dirpenfation, 
without being immediatdy confcious both of the for-, 
givcnefs of fms, arid of peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghod. This is a mod important truth, derided indeed 
by fallen churchmen, and denied by Laodicean di(^ 
fenters ; but of laic years glorioufly revived by Mr* 
Wcfley and the miniftersconne6):ed with him : — A 
truth this, which cannot be too ftrongly, and yet too 
warily infifled upon in our lukewarm and fpecukitive 
age : and as 1 would not obfcure it for the world, I 
particularly intreat the reader to mind the laft trra-' 
turn ; without omitting the lad but one, which guards 
the do6trine of fni/za/ falvation hyMoiuiz free grace, 
* I do not defire to provoke my able opponents; but 
I mud own, I diould be glad to reap the benefit of 
my Ckfcks, either by finding an increafe of religious 
fobriety and mutual forbearance among thofe, who 
make a peculiar profe (Ron of faith in Chrid; or by 
feeing my midakes [if I am.midaken} brought to 
light, that I might no longer recommend them as 
gofpel-truths. With this view only, I humbly intreat 
my brethren and fathers in the church, to point out 
byjcripture. or argument the do&rinal errors, that may 
have crept into the Equal Check, But if, upon clofc 
examination, they diouId find,that it holds forth the 
two gofpel -axioms in due conjunftion, and marks out 
the evangelical mean with drifi: impartiality ; I hopc^ 
the moderate and judicious, in the Calvinidic and 
Anti-calvinidicparty,willfofar unite upon this plan, 
as to keep on terms of reciprocal toleration, and bro* 
therly kindnefs together ; rifing with redoubled in- 
dignation, not one againd another, but againd thofe 
peds of the religious world, prejudice and bigotry^ the 
genuine parents of implacable fanaticifm, and bloody 
perfccution, 

Madeley, May 21, 1774.- 

N. B. / have conjiderably Jhortened the Jollomng 
trails ; and marked the ntofi ufeful parts of Ihem with a ♦. 

J. w. 
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A N 

HISTORICAL ESSAY 

Upin the in^ortance and harmony of the two gofpd- 
precepts^ Believe and Obey ; and upon the fatal con* 
fequenca that Jlow from parting Faith an<< Works. 

WHEN the gofpel is confidered as oppofed to 
the error pf the Pharifecs, and that of the 
Aotinomians, it may be fummed up in the two fol- 
lowing propodtions : (i«)^^ the day of converfion, 
we are faved freely as (inners (i. e. made freely 
partakers of the privileges that belong to our 
gofpel difpenfation in the church militant] thro' 
the merits of Chrift, by a living faith. (2.) In 
the day of judgment we (hall be faved freely as 
iaints, [i.e. made freely partakers of the privileges 
of our gofpel difpenfation in the church trium- 
phant] thro' the merits of Chrift, and by the evi- 
dence of evangelical works. Whence it follows: 
( I •) That nothing can abfolutely hinder our juflifica^ 
tion in a gofpel-day, but the want of true faith ; and 
(a«) That nothingwill abfolutely hinder our juftiHca- 
tion in the day of judgment, out the want of good 
^vorks. If I am not itiftakcn, all the evangelical 
cio£lrine of faith and works turns upon thofe pro- 
poiitioDS. They exa6ily anfwer to the grand direc- 
tions of the gofpel. Wilt thou enter into Chrift*s 
iheepfold? Believe. — Wilt thou ftay there? Believe 
And oby* — Wilt thou be numbered among his (hecp 
in the great day? Endure unto the end: continue in 
veil doings' that is, perfevere in faith and obedience. 

* To heliaie then and ohey^ or as Solomon exprcdes 
it, To fear God and keep his commandments^ i:f the whole 
duly of man. Therefore a profeiTor of faith without 
genyiue obedience, and a pretender to obedience 

without 
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without genuine faith| equally mifs their aim ; v 
a friend to faith and works put in their proper p 
a poffeffor ofthe/atYA which wor^j by love, hit 
gofpel mark, and fo runs as to obtain the prize 
the fame true and faithful witncfs fpoke the twc 
lowing, and equally exprefs declarations. Hi 
BELiEVETH OH the Sou kath everlofting life; and ht 
BELiEVETB WOT thtSonJhallnotfeeUfei but the t 
of Qod abidetk on him. John iii. 36. And, The hi 
comings in the which all that are in the graves JkaL 
forthf thy that have done good, unto the refurn 
of lift; and th^ that have doke evil, unto the : 
reBion of condemnation, John v. 20. 

♦ See that fcuUer upon yonder river. The 
wearied diligence and watchful {kill, with whic 
plies his two oars, points out to us the worli 
wifdom of an experienced divine. What an < 
gentle fpring does the motual effort of his oars 
to his boat ! Obferve him :. his right hand never 
but when the ftream carries him too much to the 
he (lacks not his left hand, Unlefs he is gone too t 
to the right ; nor has he (boner recovered a juf 
dtum, than he ufes both oars again with mutual 
mony. Suppofe that for a Conftancy he empl 
but one, no matter which, what would be the c 
quence? He would only move in a circle; m 
neither wind nor tide carried him along, aft 
hard day's work he would find hxmfelf in the 
fpot, where he began his idle toil. 

This illuftration needs vtry little explainir 
Ihalljuft obferve that the Antinomian is like a fc 
who ufes only his right-hand oar; and the Phs 
like him who plies only the oar iA his left hand, 
makes an endlefs buftle about grace and faith 
other about charity and works :hu\. both, aft< 
find themfelves exa£lly in the fame plade ; wit] 
fingle difference, that one has returned from tri 
the right, and the other to the left. 

♦ Not (b the judicious, unbiaffed preacher, wh< 
fiifely enter the haven of eternal reft, for wh!< 
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and his heirers are bound. He makes an eeual uTe 
of the dodrine o^ faith and that of works. It at any 
time he infifts mod upon faiths it is only, when the 
ftream carries his congregation upon the Pharifaic 
/hallows on the left hand: and if he lays a prepon* 
derating (Irefs upon works^ it is only when he feet 
unwary fouls fucked into the Antinomian whirlpool 
of the right hand. His {kill confifts in fo avoiding 
one danger as not to run upon the other. 

* Nor ought this watchful wiidom to be confined to 
minifters : for tho' all are not called to dire£l congre« 
gallons ; yet all moral agents are, and always were, 
more or lefs called to aire^ themfelves, that is, to 
occupy till the L9rd.comeiKt by making a proper ufe of 
their talents diccovdingto the parable, Mat. xxv. 15, to 
Qi. God gave to angels and man '< rtmigium alarum^'* 
the two oarsy or if •you pleafe, the equal wings of 
fatth and obedience ; charging them to ufe thofe 
grand powers, according to their original wifdom and 
enlightened confcience. Or, to fpeak without me- 
taphor, he created them in fuch a manner, that they 
bdieved it their duty, intereft, and glory', to cbcy him 
without rcferve ; and this faith was naturally produc- 
tive of an univerfal, delightful, perfeft obedience. Nor 
would they ever have been wanting inpra&icej if they 
had not firil wavered in principle. But when Lucifer 
had unaccountably perfuadedhimfelf, in part at lead, 
either that rebellion would be advantageous ; and 
when the crafty tempter had made our firft parents 
believe, that if they ate of the forbidden fruit, far 
from dying they fliould 6c as God himfelf ; how pof- 
fible, how eafy was it for them to venture upon an 
aft of rebellion I— By raihly playing; with the Ser- 
pent, and fucking in the venom of his crafty indnua-i. 
tions, they foon gave their faith a wilful wound, and 
their o^t^nc^ naturally died of it: but alas! it did 
not die unrevenged; for no fooner hadyatff^tn^/n^A 
given birth to a dead work^ than (he was deftroyed 
by her fpuriotis offspring. Thus faith and ^h^VMXa 
that couple more lovely than David %tvd Yvvb^tvtxv^ 
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more infeparable than Saul and- Jonathan^ in their 
death were not divided. They cveri met with a 
common grave, the corrupt atrocious bread of "a re- 
bellious angel, . or of apoftate mail. 

Nor docs St. James give us a lefs melancholly ac- 
count of this fatal event. While faith JlumbtfreJ,' • 
lufl conceived^ and brought forth fin^ and Jiri^ Jinifludf 
brou^]ht forth deaths the death of faith, and conJequent- 
ly the moral death of angelic fpirits and human fouls^ 
who equally live by faith + during their ftate of pro- 
bation. So fell Lucifer from heaven, to rule and rage 
in the darknefs of this world : fd fell Adam from pa- 
radife, to toil and die in this vale of tears : fo fell Ju- . 
das from an apoftolic throne, to hang himfelf anogo 
to his own place. 

Nor can we rife but in a way parallel to that by 
which they fell. For, as a dijbdief of our Cr eator, 
produftive of bad works, funk our firft parents : fo a 
faith in our Redeemer, produ3ive of good zcorks^ 
muft raife their fallen pofterit^, . 

* Should vou afk, which is moftneceflfary to falva- 
tion^ faith or zoorks f I beg. leave to prbpofe a (imilar 
queftion. Vi'hich is moft effential to breathing, Injpi^ 
ration ox exbirationf If you reply, that" The moment 
either is abfolutely at an end, fo is the other ; and 
therefore both are equally important;" I return ex« 
aftly the fame anfwer. If humbU faith receives the 
breath of fpirltual life ; obedient /oi;^ grateftilly returns 

•f Taith in God as Creator, Lawgiver, and Jn^e, was not let 
iifcciTary to Lucifer and Adam in order to their Handing; iA a fUte 
oHnnoccnce, than Faith ii. God as Redeene*. ianiiifier ziA Reioardet 
of them ihat diligently feck him, is neceflan to /inner s. in oi der to 
ihcir recovery from a ftate of guih ; or to believers in order to avoid 
relapfcs and nnal apoftafy. Faith therefore, (bfar asit implies an 
unfhaken confidf*nce in God, and a (iim adherence to his wiJ], it 
as eternal as love and obedienrr. But when it it confidered as Mf 
fyhflonee of things fupedfpr, and the eiidevee oj tfiings not/een, which 
arcelTcntial properties M a believer's fa'th in this prcfcnt ftate of 
things, it is evident that it will nccefTc rily end in fighl. ^s foon at 

/ he curtain of time is draun up ; and terminate in coii^yment, ai 

/ban at Cod's glory appears without a vcU. 
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it, and makes way for a fre(h fupply : when it does 

xiot^ the fpirit is^n^z;^^; and if this want of co-ppe- 

ratioa is perfifled in to the end of the day ojfaivation^ 

the fin unto death is committed, the fpirit is quenched 

in his faving operationi the apoflate dies the iecond 

i|deatl\, and his corri^t foul is call ipto the hottomlefs 

pit, as a putrid corpie into the noifqme grave. 

Again, if faith has the advantage over works by 

iving them birth, works have the advantage over 

aith by perfe&Ing it. Seeft thouy fays St. James, fpeak- 

ing of the Father of the faithful, how faith wrought 

fidth his worksy and by works was faith made perfeB ? 

And if St. Paul affirms, that works without taith are 

diady St. James maintains, ih^t faith withmtt works is 

dead alfo. 

Once more, Chrift is alwavs the primary^ original, 
properly-meritorious caufe ot our juftification and fal- 
vation. To difpute it is to renounce the faith, and 
to' plead for Antichrifl. And yet, to deny^ that, under 
this, primary cauie, there are (econdary, fubordinate, 
inftrumentai caufes of our juftification. and confe- 
quently of ourfalyaiion, is to fcf the bible afide,. and 
ny in the face o(^ Judicious Calviniftsi who canntxt 
help maintaining it, bath from the. pulpit and from 
the prejl. Now, if in the day of our converfion 

faitk is the fecondaiy, fubordinate caufe of our ac- 
ceptance /ix padtMfnntrsi in the day of judgment 
»orksy even 4lie worka of faith, will be the fecondary 
fubordinate, qaufe qt our acceptance as perjivenng 

faints. Let us thmfofre equally decry deacf faith and 
dead works, eqi\i^l|r recommend living faith and its 
important fruits. 

Hitherto I have endeavoured to check the rapid 
pTOgrcls'of fpeculative Antinomianifm, that perpe- 
tually decries works, and cenlerii in the followmg 
paragraph, which prefects without difguife the doc« 
trine or the abiblucc, .:!icondidonal perfeveranceof 
adulterous bclieveis, and incefliiousldints. 

Saying faith being immortal, cannot onl^ CmV^C\& 

, without the hcip of good works; but rio a%^x^>J^^^ 
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crimes can give it a finifhing ilroke. A believer ma; 
in cool blood murder a man, after having feducec 
his wife, without expofing hhnfelf to the leaft rea 
danger of forfeiting either his heavenly inheritance 
or the divine favour : becaufe his falvation, which i 
Jmijked in theJuU extent of the toordy without any Q 
his good works, cannot poiOibly be frufh'ateab] 
any of his evil ones. 

It will not be improper now to attempt a checl 
toPharifaifm, which perpetually oppofes faith, an< 
whofe deiiruflive errors colle&ea in onepoRtion m?] 
run thus : — If people perform external a£is of wor 
fhip towards God, and of charity towards their neigh 
bour ; thdir principles are good enough : and ihoulc 
they be faulty, thefe good works will make amph 
amends for that deiiciency.— -— Upon this commoi 
plan of doftrine, if the filthy fepulchre is but white 
walhed,and thenoifome grave adorned with a flow 
ery turf, it little matters what is within, though i 
be a dead man's bonesy a dead heart fweiled witt 
pride, or all manner of corruption. 

It is hard to fay, who do Chriftianity mod difler 
vice, the Soiifidians, who aflert that works are no- 
thing before God ; or the Pharifees, who maintain thai 
certain religious ceremonies, and external duties d 
morality are the very foul of religion. O thou, true 
believer, bear thy teflinnony againft both theirerrorsj 
and equally contend for the tree and the fruit, the 
faith of St. raul and the works of St. James ; remem* 
bring that if ever the gates of hell prevail againfl 
thee, it will be by making thee over- value faith and 
defpile good works, or over- rate works and flighl 
precious faith. 

The world, I grant, is full of Gallios, eafy or buf) 
men, who feldom trouble themfelves about faith oi 
works, law or gofpel. Their latitudinarian princi< 
plesperfcdly agree with their loofe condu£l : and ii 
their volatile minds are fixed, it is only by a Head) 
adherence tofuch commandments as thefe : '* fie nol 
righteous over much:^Get and fpend :«— Marry oi 

be 
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be given in marri^e :— Eat and drink :— Lie down 
to Seep and,rile up to play: — Care neither for hea- 
ven nor hell : — Mind all of earth but the awful fpot 
allotted thcc for 9i grave : &c." However, while 
they pundually ob^rve this decalogue, their con- 
icience is fbmetinies awakened to a fenfe of guilt, 
commonly called uneadnefs, or low fpirits : and if 
they cannot fliake it off by new fcenes of didipation, 
new plunges into fenfual gratifications, new (chemes 
ofhunying bufinefs; if a religious concern fadens 
upon their breads, the tempter deludes them, by 
inakine his falfe coin pafs for the gold tried in thejire. 
If hifi dupes will have/ot^ii, he makes them take up 
with that of the Antinomians, If they are for works ^ 
he recommends to them thofe of the felf»righteous. 
And if fome (eem cut out to be brands in the church ; 
fiery, perfecuting zealots ; though they have not as 
much faith as Simon Magus, or as many works as 
the conceited Pharifee ; yet they may have as much 
zeal for the church as he who fet out fi-omjerufalem 
€or Damalcus in purfuit of heretics. They may 
ibmetimes purfue thofe, who dilfent from them, even 
untojlrange cities* 

Has not the world always fwarmed with thofe de- 
votees, who, blindly following ^hcr faith without 
loving obedience, or after obedience without loving 
faith, have made havock of the churchy and driven 
myriads of worldly men to a feuled contempt of god- 
linefs : while a few, by equally (landing up for true 
faith and univerfal obedience, have kept up the 
honour of religion in the world ? Take a general 
view of the church, and you will fee this obferva- 
tioo confirmed by a variety of black, bright, and 
mixt characters. 

The firft man born of a woman, is a ftriking 
pi£iure of perverted mankind. He is at once a ful- 
len Pharifee, and a grofs Antinomian : he facrifices 
to God, and murders his brother. Abel, the illuf- 
tdoustype of converted Tinners, truly believers, an^d 
acceptably facrifices. Faith and works (hine in h s 
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life with equal luftre ; and in his death we fee what 
good men may expe^ from the impious church and 
the pious world* Protomai^r for the do6b'itie of 
this check, he falls the firft victim to phaHfiiical 
pride and Antinaman fury. Tkeforu of God niix 
with the daughters of men^ learn their wdrksj and tnake 
Jhipwreck of the faith* Enoch neverthelefs truly be* 
Ueves in God, and humbly toalks with him : Faith 
and works equally adorn his charaffcer. The world 
is foon fiill of mfhditf^ arid the earth of vioience* 
Noah however believes and works ; he credits God's 
word, and builds the ark. This work condemns 
the worldf and he kcomes heir of therighteoufnefs which 
is by FAITH. 

Conlider Abraham ; fee how he believes and 
works! God fpeaks, and he leaves his houfe, his 
friend's, and native country. His faith works by 
love : he expofes his life to recover his neighbour's 
property, he readily gives up to Lot his right of 
choice to prevent a quarrel ; he earneflly intercedes 
for Sodom, he charitably hopes the bed of its wick- 
ed inhabitants, he gladly entertains ftrangers, humb- 
ly wafhes their feet, diligently inftruds his hou- 
ihold, and fubmillively offers up Ifaac his favourite 
Ton, the child of his old age, the hope of his fami* 
ly, his own heir,' and that of God's promife : by 
theft works his faith is made perfeQ;^ and he defervcs 
to be called the Father of tht faithful, 

MoTes treads in his fteps : he believes, quits Pha- 
raoh's court, and fuffers ai¥li6^ion with the people of 
God. Under his condu6b the Ifraelites believe, 
obey, and crofs the red Tea with an high hand ; but 
roon after they murmur, rebel, and provoke divine 
vengeance. Thus the deftruftion, which they had 
avoided in Gofhen through obedient faith^ they meet 
in the wildernefs through the works of unbelt^. Na- 
ture is up in arms to punifh their backflidings. The 
peftilencc, the fword, earthquakes, fiery (crpents, 
and fire from heaven, combine to dcftroy the un- 
grateful, Antinomian apoftates. 

In 
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In die clays of Jofliusi, tbiit eminent tvpe of Chrift, 

faith and works are happily reconciled; and whild 

they walk hand in hand, Ifrael is invincible, the 

greateft difficuldes are furmounted, and the land of 

promile is conquered, divided and enjoyed. 

Under the next judges, faith and works feldom 
meet; but a« often as they do, a deliverance is 
wrought in Ifrael. Working believers carry all be- 
fore tbenn : They c«n d$ all things through the Lord 
firtnfAhmng th^m : but if they fufFer the Antinomian 
Deluah to cut off their locks, you may apply to them 
the awfiil words of David (fpoken to migiflrates, 
who forfake the way of righteoufnefs:) /A^zt/^y^z^, 
Ye art Gods^ and all of you are children of the Mojt 
High ; hut ye JhaU diiUke men^ and fall like one of the 
princes ; like Zimri or Corah, Dathan or Abiram. 

Theqhara&er of Samuel, the laft of the judges, is 
perfeft. ' From the cradle to the grave he beUeves and 
taorksi he ferves God and his generation* His fons, 
like thofe of Eli, halt in pra6lice, and their faith is 
an abomination to God and man. David believes, 
works, and kjlls the biafpheming Philifline. He 
ilides into Antinomian faith, wantonly feduces a 
married woman, and perfidioufly kills an honed 
man. Solomon follows him in the narrow path of 
working faith, and in the broad way of fpeculative 
and pra^ical Antinomianifm. The works of the Ton 
correfpond with ihofc of the father. Happy for him, 
if the repentance of the idolatrous king, equalled that 
of his adulterous parent ! 

In the days of Elijah, the gates of hell feemed to 
have prevailed againft the church. Queen Jezebel 
hdAcut off the prophets of the Lord^ and appointed 400 
chaplains to king Ahab, who (hared the dainties of 
the royal table, and therefore found it eafy to de- 
monftrate, that piecing for Baal was orthodoxy, 
and perfecuting honeA Naboth as a blafphemer of God 
and the king^ was an inftance of true loyalty. But 
even then all were not lo(l : Seven thoufand men 
fhewed their faith by theic works; they firmly be- 
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lieved in Jehovah, and fteadily refufed bowing the 
knee to Baal. 

In the days of Ifaiah and Jeremiah, ivickedne(s| 
perfecution, and imaginary good works prevailed 
under a (how of zeal for the temple* But even then 
there was a/m/z// remnant of believing and working 
ibuls, who fet fire to the ftubble of wickednefs dur* 
ing the pious reigns of Hezekiah and Joiiah. 

Follow the chofen nation to Babylon. They all 
profefs the faith flill : but how few believe and 
work ! Some do however : and by their work of 
faith and patience of hope they quench the violence of the 
^re, znd Jlop the mouths of lions : and what is more 
extraordinary ftill, they ftrike with aftOnifliment a 
fierce tyrant, a Nebuchadnezzar; they fill with 
wonder a cowardly king, a Darius ; and difarming 
the former of his rage, the latter of. his fears, they 
fweetly force them both to confefs the true God a* 
mong their idolatrous courtiers, and throughout their 
immenfe dominions. 

In the days of Herod the double delufion is at the 
height. John the Baptift boldly bears his tefti* 
mony againft it in the wildemefs, and our Lord up« 
on the mount, in the temple, and every where. But 
alas! what is the confequence ? By dete&ing the 
Antinomianifm of the Pharifees, and the Fharifaifni 
of Antinomians, he makes them defperate. The 
fpirit of Cain rifcs with tenfold fury againd an inno< 
cence fo far fuperior to that of Abel. Pharifees and 
Ilerodians muft glut their malice with his blood. 
He yields to their rage; and while he puts away Jin 
by thefacrijice of himfelf^ he condefcends to die a mar- 
tyr for the right/«'^A, and the irut works: he feals 
as a dying priefi the truth of the two gofpel axioms, 
which he had fo often fealed as a living prophet^ and 
continues to feal as an eternal Mdchifedcc. 

The apoftles, by precept and example, powerful- 
ly enforce their Lord's do6brine and pra&ice. Their 
lives are true copies of their exhortations : Their 
deepeft fermons arc only exaft defcriptions of their 
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behaviour. It is hard to fay which excite men mod 
to btik^e and oicy^ their feraphic difcourfts or their 
. angelic conduB, The^r labours are crowned with 
general fuccels. Judaifm and Heathcnifm fall un- 
der the thunder oi their words ofJaiXh^ and the (hin« 
ing power [might I not fay the lighining\ of their 
tsioriU of love. Thus the world is turrud upfidc down 
before faith and works; the times of r^rejking come 
from the prefence of the Lord ; and earth, curfedas it 
is, becomes a paradife for obedient believers. 

* Hell trembles at the revolution ; and beforo all 
is loft, Satan haftens to transform hvmfdf into an an^ 
gel of light* In that difguife, he puts his ufual ftra- 
tagem m execution, againft the believing, working, 
and fuffering church* He inftills fpeculattve faith, 
pleads for relaxed manners, puts the badge of con- 
tempt upon the daily crofs, and gets the immenfe 
body of theGnoftics and Laodicean s into hisfnare. 
Sad and fure is the confequence* The genuine 
works of faith are negle&ed : idle works of men's 
invention are fubftituted for thofe of God's com* 
mandments. And fallen churches, through the finooth 
way of Antinomiantfm, return to the covert way of 
Pharifaifm, or to the hoad way of infidelity. 

Such was the deplorable condition of the weftern 
church when Luther appeared. True faith was de- 
throned by fuperftitious fancy : and all the works of 
the former were well nigh choaked by the thorns 
that fprang from the latter* The zealous reformer 
with his (harp fey the cut them down through a con« 
fiderable part of Germany. His terribly fuccefsful 
weapon, which had already done fome execution in 
the Netherlands, France and Italy, might have reach* 
ed Rome itfelf, if the effe£b of his unguarded 
preacl\ing had not dreadfully broke out around him 
HI the North. 

* There the balance of the evangelical precepts 
vras loft. Solifidians openly prevailed. Our Lord's, 
fermon upon the mount, and St. Jame&'s epi^c^ 
irere either explained away, or wimed out of the 
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bible. The amiable, pra6Ucable law of Chrijt was 
perpetually confounded with the tcrriDlc, impmO' 
icMclatu of innocence : and the avoidable penalties 
of the former, were rcprefented as one with the 
dreadful curfe of the latter, or with the abrogated 
ceremonies of the Mofaic difpenfation. Then the 
Jaw was publicly wedded to the devil, and poor 
Proteflant Solifidians were taught to bid equal defi- 
ance to both. 

The cfFeft foon anfwered the caufe. Lawlels be- 
lievers, known under the name of Anabaptifts, arofe 
in Germany. They fane iedthemfelves the ele^ peo- 
ple of Cod ; they were com pleat in Chrift : tneir 
eledion was abfolutely made fure ; all things were 
theirs ; and they went about in religious mobs to 
deliver people from legal bondage, and bring them 
into gofpel'ltbertyy which, in their opinion, was a li- 
berty to defpife all laws divine ana human, and to 
do, every one, what was right in his own eyes. Lu- 
ther was (hocked and cried out ; but the mi(chief 
was done, and the reformation difgraced : nor did 
he perfeveringly apply the proper remedy pointed 
out in the minutes, falvation not by the merit ofworkSf 
but by the works of faith as a condition, 

Nevcrthelcis he was wife enough to give up the 
root of the mifchief in the articles of religion, pre- 
fented to the Emperor Charles the Vth at Augi^ 
burg, whence they were called the Au^^Jburg^onJef* 
fion. In the Xllth ofihofe articles, which treats 
of repentance, we find thefc remarkable words, '* We 
teach touching repentance^ that thofe who have Jinned. 
after baptifm, may obtain the forgivenefs of their Jins^ 
A^ OFTEN AS they are converted^" &c. Again, " Wr 
condemn the Anabaptifts, who fay, that thofe who have 
bceji cncejufiifed can no more lofe the holy Spirit.'* 

This do6lrine clearly opened, and trequently in- 

. forced, might have flopped the progrefs of Antino- 

mianifm. But alas! Luther did not often infifl up« 

ori it, and fometimeshe feemed even to contradi^ 

it. In the mean time Calvin came up ; and though* 
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1 mufi do him the juftice to acknowledge, that he 
. fddom went the length of modem Calvinifls in fpe- 
culad've Antinomianifm, yet he made the matter 
worfe by advancing many proportions about abfolute 
decree^, and the necefTary perfeverance of backflid- 
ing believers. 

* This doftrine, which, together with its append- 
ages, fo nicely reconciles Baal and free grace ; which 
flyly jpSLTts faith and works^ while it decently unites 
Chrifi and Belial^ could not but be acceptable to car- 
nal Proteftants : and to make itpafs with others, it 
was pompoufly decorated with the name of the doc- 
trine of grace : and free grace-freachers as they called 
themfelves, indnuated that dt. James's do£^rine of 
Faith bnng dead without zoorks^vfzi^i do£lrine of wrath, 
an uncomfortable do^rine, which none hut " proud 
judiciaries" and rank papifls could maintain. Time 
would fail to mention all the books that were indi^ 
reBfy written againft it : or to relate all the abufe that 
was indireftly thrown upon thofetwo propofitionsof 
St. Paul, Whatfoever a man fowtth thatfhaU he alfo 
reap^ and Ifye live after theflejh yefhall die* 

Let it fumce to obferve, that by thefe means the 
hellifli fower of Antinomian tares prevailed. Thou- 
fiinds o^ good men were carried away by the dream. 
And, what is more furprifing dill, not a few of the 
mfe and Uarntdy favoured, embraced, and defend- 
ed the Antinomian delufion. 

* Thus what Luther's folifidian zeal had begun, 
and what Calvin's prededinarian midakes had car- 
ried on, was completed by the fynod of Dort ; and 
the Antinomianiiin of many Protedants, was not lefs 
confirmed by that adembly of Calvinidic divines, 
than the phari(aifm of many Papids, had been before 
by the council of Trent. 

* It is true that as fome good men in the church 
of Rome, have boldly withdood pharifaical errors, 
and openly pleaded for falvation by grace through 
faith: lb (ome good men in the Protcdant churches 
haveAeadily reiided Antinomian delufions and pub- 
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licly defended the do6lrine of falvation, not by tr^ 
propei- merit of works, but by the works of faith ^^ 
a condition. But alas ! as the Popes of Rome crui)^^ 
ed, or excommunicated the former, almod as fail 9t^ 
they arofe: fo have petty Proteftant Popes blackened^ 
or filenced the latter. The true Quakers, from theif 
firfl appearance, made as firm a fland againft the 
Antinomians, as the Valdenfes againftthe Papifii; 
and it is well known that the Antinomians, who 
went from England to America with many pioiii 
Puritans, whipt the Quakers, men and women, cut 
off their ears, made againft them a law of bani£b> 
ment upon pain of death, and upon that tyrannical 
law hanged four of their preachers^ three men and 
one woman t in the laft century, for preaching up 
the Chriftian perfe&ion of faith and obedience, ana 
fo diflurbing the peace of the eled, who were ai eqfi 
in Sion^ or rather in BabcL 

I need not mention the title of heretic^ with which 
that learned and good man Arminius is to this day 
dignified, for having made a firm and noble (land 
againft wanton Free Grace. The banifliment or de- 
privatienof Grotius, Epifcopius, and other Dutch 
divines, is no fecret. And it is well known that in 
England Mr. Baxter, Mr. Wefley, and Mr. Sellon 
are to this day an abhorrence to all Antinomian^^ 

* I am forry to fay, that, all things confidered, 
thefe good men have been treated with as much 
feverity by Proteftant Antinomians, as ever Luther, 
Melaiichton and Calvin were by Popifh Pharifees : 
The Ai^tinomian and Pharifaic fpirit run as much 
into one, as the two arms of a river that embraces 
an ifland : If they divide for a time, it is only to 
meet again, and encreafe their mutual rapidity* I 
beg leave to (peak my whole mind. It is equally 
clear from fcnpture and reafon, that we muil be* 
lievc^ in order to be faved confidently with God's 
mercy; and that y^e mud obtyf in order to be faved. 

confidently 

f Their names were William Leddra, Marmaduke Stephen* 
ion, William Robiofon, and Mary Dyer* 
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Silendy with his hoUnefs. Thefe propofHionf 
he immoveable bafis of the two go^l-axioms. 
' ii I reje8: either of them, it little matters 
b. If I blow my brains out, what iignifies it, 
ler I do it by clapping the mouth of a piftoltO 
\ht or to my Uft temple ? 
rror moves in a circle : e^tremet meet in one, 
rm, Pbpifh Pharifee, and a zealous, Protef- 
ntinomian, are nearer each other than they 
le. The one will tell you, that by going to 
id conFellion, he Can get a frelh abfolution 
he prieft for any (in that he fliall commit ; the 
whofe miilake is dill more pleafing to fleih 
Dod, aflures you that he has already got an 

abfolution, fo that ** under every itate and 
kdance he can podibly be in, he is juftified 
11 things, his iins are for ever and for ever 
led." 

if they differ a little, they have the honour of 
ng in the rfiain point. For, although the one 
agreat noife about/at/A and free grace^ and the 
ibout worki and true charity^ they exadly meet 
kariiablene/s. The Pharifee in Jerufalem aflerts, 
out of the Jewifh church there can be nofal- 
." and his companions in felF-eleftion hearti- 
amen ! The Pharifee in Rome declares, that 
e is no falvation out of the Romifh church," 
1 the Catholic ele6): fet their feal to the decree. 
the Antinomian in London infinuates, if not 
s, that there is no falvation out of the Calvi- 

predeilinarian church. Hence, if you op« 
is principles in ever Ibfcriptural a manner, he 
Pes that you are '* quite dark," that all your ho- 
is ^^/eff-made^'* and all your " rigkteoufnefs aco6* 
un ^ a poorfpider out of its own bowels :** and if 
ows you a chance for your falvation, it is only 
a fuppofition, that you may yet repent of your 
tion, and turn Calvinifl before you die. But 
not an inqui(itor be as charitable ? Might, he 
>po that the poor heritic, whom he has con- 
demned 
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Vlllth, and they (hare the fame downfal. 4 
fuunt fuom At the reformation the first grand 1 
trine of Chriftianity, (Jalvation by grace thro' Ji 
which had been forced out of its place, and ali 
broken by the Papifts, fled back upon them \ 
fuch violence, that it ihook the holy fee, frightc 
the Pope, and made fome of the richeft jewels 
from his triple crown. In like manner the sec4 
grand do&rine of Chriftianity (Jalvation not by 
merit of works^ but by the works of faith as a condt 
which had been ferved by the Anttnomians ju 
the firfl: eoTpel axiom by the Papifts, recoverin, 
felf out of their hands, uew back upon them 1 
uncommon violence at King Charles's redorai 
by an indired blow (hook two thoufand Calvii 
mini&ers out of their pulpits ; and gettins far bey 
its fcriptural place, began to bear hard upon, 
even thruft out the grand doftrine oi falvatio 
grace* Thus the abfurdity and mifchief of Ant 
mianifm began to drive again the generality of I 
lilh Proteiunts into Pharifaifm, Arianifm, S 
niantfm, or open Infidelity ; that is, into the d 
in which mou of the learned are at Rome 
Geneva. 

* I, grant, that near forty years ago fome clergyi 
from the uni verfity of Oxford returned to the pri 
pies of the reformation, and zealoufly conter 
jigiin for fdvation iy ^race and for universal obedii 
By the divine bleffing upon their indeUtigable 
deavours, faith and works met again, and for fi 
time walked undiflurbed together. A little rev 
tion then took place : praBUal Chriftianity rcv'v 
and leaning upon her fair daughters Truth and / 
took afolemn walk through the kingdom, and g 
a foretafte of heaven to all that cordially entertai 
iier. 

* She might, by this time, have turned this fa'N 
rite i(le into a land flowing with fpiritual milk 
honey, if Apollyon difguifed in his angelic .ro 
Jiad not played, and did not continue to play his 
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game* Nor docs he do it in vain. By his inH- 
jiuations men of a contrary turn rife againd Prac^ 
tkal Chriftianity, Many of the devout call her 
' Henjy^ and many of the gay name her rank En^ 
tktpafm. In the mean time fhe drops a tear of ten- 
der pity, prays for her miftaken perfccutors, and 
quietly retires into the wildernefs. Lean Ohdi- 
ocrisfoon driven after her to make more room 
fcr (peculative Faith^ who is fo highly fed with 
Infcious food and wild honey, that (he is quite 
Uoited, and full of humours. Nay, in Tome fhc 
ii degenerated into an impatient quarrelfomc fomc- 
duDg, which calls itfelf Orthodoxy^ or the Truths 
md muftbe treated with the greateft refpe^l; while 
Chanty^ cold, fickly, and almofl flarved for want 
of tfHnrk^ is hardly ufed with common good man^ 

• In a word, Antmomian Chrijlianity is come, 
and makes her public entry in the profcITing 
church. A foolim virgin, who affumes the name 
ci Free Grace, walks before her, and cries, " Bend 
ihe knee, bow the hean, and entertain the old, 
tlie pure, the only gofpcl." An ugly black boy 
called Free Wrath bears her enormous train, and 
with wonderful art hides himfelf behind it. While 
houlands are taken with the fmiles and chcarful- 
lefs of Wanton Free Grace [ for that is the virgin's 
ight name*] and for her fake welcome her pauited 
lother ; a grey-headed Seer pafTes by, fixes his 
:een eyes upon the admired family, fees thro' their 
l^uife, and warns his friends. This is highly re- 
aiteci, not only by all the lovers of the fprightly, 
lluring maid, but by fome excellent people, who, 
1 the fimplicily of their hearts, miftake her for 
ic celcftial virgin Ajlrca, Mr. H. and Mr. T. 
yo of her champions, fall upon the aged Moni- 
w; and to the great entertainment of the Phari- 
ic and Antinomi<.n World, do their beft to tread 
own his honour in the dufl:. 

C ♦ While 
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* While they arc thus employed, a rough coun« 
tryman, who had taken the Seer's warning, throws 
himfeif full in the way of Antinamian Chrijiianity^ 
and tries to (lop her in her triumphant march* 
Wanton Fret Grace is a little difconcerted at hii 
rudenefs, (he reddens, and foon (hews herfelf the 
true fifter of Free Wrath. To be revenged of the 
clown, fhe charges him with — guefs what -^ A 
rape ? No, but with being great with the JcarlA 
xtihore^vciA concerned with the Romifh man of fin% 
If he is acquitted of thefe enormities, they fay that 
fhe is determined to indi£b him for murder or 
** /brgtfry;" and if that will not do, for highway 
robbery, or *' execraUe Sioifs Jlander,** The moun- 
taineer, who counts not his life dear, (lands his 
ground, and in the fcufHe difcovers the Mack boy^ 
lays faftholdof him, and notwithflanding the good 
words that he gives one moment, and the floods 
of inveftives, which he pours out the next ; he 
drags him out to public view, and appeals.to the 
Chridian world. Et adhucfubiudice lis ejt. 

But leaving England, the iceneof the prefent 
controverfy, I afk, What does Calvinijm at this day 
for Scotland, were national honours are paid to it, 
and where for fome ages it has palfed for the piire 
go(pel ? Alas! not much, if we may depend upon 
the obfervations of a gentleman of piety and for- 
tune, who went laft year with an eminent minifter 
of Chrift, toinfpe^the ftate of fpiritual ChrifHanity 
in the north, and brought back this melancholy 
account : " The decay of vital religion is yet more 
viflble in Scotland than in England." 

* Should by this time fome of my readers be 
ready to a(k, what Arminianifm has done for Hol- 
land and England; I reply : If by Arminianifm you 
mean the pure do6trine of Chrift, efpecially the 
doftrine of our free juftification thro* Chrift, by 
the inftrumentality of faith in the day of a finncr's 
convcrfion, and by the evidenu of the works of 
faith afterwaYds : if you mean, as I do, a fydem of 

evan* 



^SSSSS* 



\ 



( C3 ) 

out the neceilitating agency of fate, " is arrant 
<* noTtfmft** See the fame book, page 243, &c. 

* Thus the moil fubtleyfeir-righteous Infidel in 
France by going full eaft ; and the raqft rigid, 
thorough paced Antinomian in England by going 
full wefl, in the ways of error, meet at laft face to 
face in the antipodes of truth. O may the (hock 
caufed by their unexpe^ed encounter, wake ihem 
i . both out of iheir fatal dreams, to call upon him, 
\ who takts the toife in their own craftinefs^ imparts 
!" true wifdom to the fimple, and crowns the hum- 
ble with grace and glory. 
; As high Calvinifm on the left hand falls in with 
FataUfnit fo on the right hand it runs into the 
Wilcieft notions of fome deluded Myfiics, and 
I , nuitiog Perfedioniils. Judicious reader, you will 
.lie^onvinced of it by the following proportions, 
'"iKil^j^ed by Molinos f the father of thufe Myilics 
erfefUonifts, who are known abroad under 
' name of Quietifts, Thefe pofitions, among 
* -inany others, were condemned by the Pope as 
**,jcafli9 bffenfive to pious ears, erroneous, fcan-> 
dilous, &c." I extrafl them from the Bull of his 
HoHoefs, given at Rome 1687, and pubilfhed by 
the archbiChopof Cambray at the end of his book., 
called InJlruStion paftoraky printed at AmCletdam 
3698. bee page 192, &c. 
. •• VelU oftrari aSive eft Deum offeruUrey q^i vuk 
<* tjftfilus agenSf &c. 1 o defire to be adive and 
** work, is to offend God, who will be the fole- 
**■ agent, &€•— ^Our natural adivity (lands in the 
*^ way of grace, and hinders the divine operation 
*^ and true perfefiion, quia Deus zmlt operari in no-' 
** Us /me noksf becaufe God will work in us with- 
*' out us.— The foul ought not to think upon re- 
** wards and punifhments. — We muft leave to 
f* God the care of all that conceriis us, that he 

e 3 « may 

4 He was« piout. but imudicioui clergyman of the church 

of &oine, whby in fome of hit works, fpoilcd the do£lrine of 

ihtt by CaMtifiic rcfificmentiL; Snd that oS Cfcryiia»(erJ<J6^Ma\k>I 

Afllfflfliiuiii xsof*. 
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** may do in u», without us, his divine will.— 1 
•* that will be refigned to God's will, muft r 
** afk himany thing, becaufe petitions favour 
** our own will, and therefore are impfrfed;'* [< 
to fpeak in the Calviniflic wsiy^ Jinful.] 

Again, " God, to humble and transform i 
^ permits and wills, thai the devil (houlddovi 
** If nee to the bodies of fome perfeft fouls" [i, 
efloblijhed kUcvtrs'] " and (hould make them con 
*' mit carnal a£lions againft their will. — God no 
•* fan6lifies his faints by the miniftry of dcvi^ 
•' who by caufmg in iheir flcfh the above-me 
** tloned violent impulfes, make»- tKeiQ defp 
" themfelvcs the more, &c. — St. PaiA felt f*- 
" violent impulfes in his body: hence he wr^ 
*• The good that I would^ I do not ; and ifu evil w^ 
'* / would noty I do. Thefe violent impulfes are 
•* bed means to humble the foul to nothing, ^ 
" to bring it to true holinefs, and the divine unic 
** there is no other way, tt htzcefiviafacilioret tut 
'* and this is the eafier and the fafer way. — Dav 
♦* &c. fufFered fuch violent impulfes to exterr 
" impure aftions, &c." 

Who does not fee here fome of the moft abfu 
tenets, or dangerous confequences of Calvinifn 
Manisa meremachine in thework offalvation* 
The body of holy Paul is fold under fin — David 
Uriah's bed is complete and perfed in Chrift • 
Adual adultery humbles believers, and is an e 
cellentmean of fan6kification, &c. 

When we fee Antinomianifm thtrs defiling t] 
founder part of the Romifh and Proteftantchurchf 
when the god of this world avails himfelf of the 
*• Antinomian dotages," to confirm myriads 
ftiff Pharifees in their fclf-righteous delufions ; at 
when the bulk of men, (hocked at the glaring t 
rors of both, run for {belter to Deifm, and grois Ii 
fidelity ; who would not defire to fee the do£):rin< 
Q^ faith and works ^ grace and obedience fo dated an 
xeconciledi that men of rris/im might np Ipngei I 
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offended at Chriftianify; nor men of religion one srf 
another ? 

. This is again attempted in the following difcourfe, 

the fubllance of which was committed to paper 

many years ago, to convince the Pharifees and 

Papiftsof my pariDi, that there is no falvation by 

the faithiefs ivorksof the law, but by a living faith 

ifa Jefus'Chrift. With (hame I confcfs, that 1 did 

not then fee the need of guarding the do6brine of 

faith, againCb the defpifers of works, I was chiefly 

bent upon pulling up the tares of Phariraifm : 

Thofe of Antinomianifm were not yet fprung up 

in the field, which I began to cultivate ; or my 

want of experience hindered me from difcerning 

them. But lincc, what a crop of them have I 

perceived and bewailed ! 

* Alas! they have in a great degree ruined the 
fuccefs of my miniftry. I have feen numbers of 
lazy feekers, enjoyjng the dull pleafure of floth on 
the couch of wilful unbelief, Under pretence that 
God was to do all in them without them. I have 
[ccn fome lie flat in the mire of fin, abfurdly boaft- 
ing that they could not fall ; and others make the 
Jneans of grace, means of idle goffiping or fly 
courtfhip. I have feen fome turn their religious 
P'ofeflioh into a way of gratifying covctoufnefs or 
indolence ; and others, their (kill in church-mufic, 
*^cir knowledge, and their zeal, into various nets 
}^ catch efteem, admiration, and praife. Some 
}**vc I fccn making yejlerda/s hiih a, reafon to 
^^"gh at Che crofs to day ; and others drawing from 
^heir mifapprehenfiops of the atonement, argu- 
ments to be lefs importunate in fecret prayer and 
more conformable to this evil world, than once 
^ey were. Nay, I have fccn fome urofefling be- 
'^vers backward to do thofe works of mercy^ 
^liich I have fomctimes found perfons, who made 
^ profeflion of godlinefS| quite ready to perform. 
Aod Oh I tell it in Sion, that watch fulnefs may 
Wbe neglefted by belie verS| that fear fulcieC%mvf 

'.-.1 
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fclze upon backfltderSy and that trembling 
break the bones of hypocrites and apoftat 
have feen thoi^, %vbo had equally jQiined by 
gilts and graces, flrike the moral world with 
rpr by the groflefl Antinomtanifm; and dil 
the c|pftrine of/atvation thro* faith^ by the d( 
plunges into fcandalous fin* 

Candid Reader, I need fay no more, to 
thet fenfible of the necefFity of the addition 
fiotesy by which I have (Irengthened and gui 
my old difcourfe, that it might be an £qual 
to Pharifaifin and ArUinomiamfm^ an equal pr 
Ji^th and works. If it affords thee any edific: 
give God the glory, and pray for the defpife 
thor. Afk in the words of good Bi(hop Hop 
that I may fo beli£V£, fo reji on the merits oJC 
as if I had never wrought any thing ; and witi 
WORK, ^Z5 i/ / were onfyjoifjaved by my own n 
And O ! aik it again and again, for I find it . 
JicuU things to give to each of theft its due in my pn 
It is the very depth and height of Chrifliar 
fedion* 

END OF THE ESSAY.. 
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Sakalion by the Covenant of Grace : 

DISCOURSE 

On Romans xi. 5, 6, 

Even Jo thm^ at this frrcftnt tvnt aljo^ Hurt is a rgm- 

, nant according to the eUEUon of grace : And if by 

grau^ then it is no more of works, otherwife grace is 

no more grace : But if it k cf mrks^ then it is no 

THore grace ; otherwi/e work is no more work* 

Introduction and Division* 

TME Apoftle complains ip the preceding chap- 
ter, that Ifrael was bhnded, and did not fee 
the wajr of falvation : I btar them rccordy fays be, 
Rom. X. 2, that they have a zeal for God, but not aC" 
cording to knowledge \Jor beinj ignorant of God's righte" 
oujnefsy i. e.-of God's way of faving tinners merely 
thro* Jefus Chrift, and going about to eJlMfh th^ir 
ownri^hteoufnefsy that is, endeavouring to fave them- 
felvcs by their own good works [fo called] tkey 
have not fubmitited to the righteoufnefs of God — to that 
faith in Chrift, which makes finners righteous be- 
fore God : for Chri/l, adcjs he, is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4 ; 
That is, [fmcethc fail] it is the very dcfignof the 
[[Adaraic] law, [the law of innocence given to 
unlefs Adam ; yea, and of the Mofaic law, when 
it is confidered as written in JtoneSj and decorated 
with (hadows or types of good things to come,] to 
bring men to believe in Chrift for juftification and 
falvaiion; as he alone gives that pardon and life, 
which the law [of innocence] (hews the want of, 

[and 
N.B. The parts of this difcourfe, which are enclofed in brac- 
kets, n are che additions that guard or ftrengthien the old fer- 
mon wnich my opponent calls for ; ai>d the parts contained 
between the two hands, jcf" J^ are the paflages, which he has 
extra£led from it, and publilhcd at the end of his FimCKln^ 
Stroke. 
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[and which the Mofaic law, abftrafted fron 
pel-promifety points untOyJ but cannot po: 
beftow* 

The Apoftle refuming the fame fubjc^ in 
chapter out of which the text is taken, coml 
himfelf by confidering, thataltho* Ifracl in gen* 
Was blinded, yd ad were not lo(h Old Simi 
and Anna had fien the Salvation ofGod^ and had 
parted m peace, Nicodemus, a dodor in Ifrael, h 
received the do^rinc of the new birth and f« 
vation by faith. Three thou/and Jews had bet 
pricked to the heart hy pcnitcniiiLl forrow, anH^;^ 
with peace and joy by believing in Jefus Chrift. Am 
even at this prejent time^ (ayi the Apoftle, there is a 
remnant according to the eUHion of grace: That ii| 
There are fome, who, (like Nathaniel and Nico- 
demus] cading away their dependance on their 
own righteoufnefs, are numbered among the tUBf 
according to that gracious decree of God, He that 
bilievetkJhaUbefnted^ .&c. Mark xvi. i6. 

From thence the Apoftle takes occadon to (heWf 
that pardpn and fal vation are not, in whole or ia 
part, attained by [the covenant of] works, but 
merely by [the covenant of] grace, A remnant of 
thofe felf-righteousPhaiifces wyflwe^, [not indeed 
by their felf-rigliteoufnefs,] but by ihe covenant 
of grace, [according to which we mu(V- equally 
part with our relf-righteoufnefs and our fins/] And 
if by fthe covenant of] grace^ then it is no morc.[by 
that] of works ^ whether of the ceremonial law [of 
Mofes,] or of the moral law [of innocence per- 
verted to Pharifaic purpofes;] elfe [the] grace [of 
Chrift] is no longer grace V^t^oyied upon a crimt* 
nal:] The very nature of [t gofpel-] grace is loft. 

And 

+ I fay gofpeUgracCi becaufe it is that which the Apoftle 
means. It maywilh propriety be diftiuguifhed from the originai 
grace which Adam had before thefalljand which Deidsand Pha- 
rifccs dill fuppofe themfclves poUelTed of. Some people imagine 
that ifourfird parents had well acquitted thcmfelvcs in the trial 
of their faithfuloefs, their reward would not have been of grace, 
they would ((lii6lly fpeaking) have merited bcavcD. But this is a 
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And if it be [hy the covenant] of toorks^ then it is no 
more [by gofpel-] grace ; elfe work is no longer [the] 
tifork [of a iinlefs creature,] but tlic very nature of 
it IS dedroyed [according to the firfl: covenant, 
which requires perfe£): conformity to the law in 
the work, and perfe£l innocence in the worker,] 

Having thus opened the context, J proceed to 
a nK>re particular illuftration of the text; and that 
I may explain it as fully, as the time allotted for 
thisdifcourfe will permit. 

FIRST, I (hall premife an account of the two 
covenants : The covenant of works^ to which the 
Pharifees of old trufted, and [moft of] the Roman 
Catholics, with too many Ulfe Proteftants, (lilL 
truft in our days : — And the covenant oi grace, by 
which alone a remnant \%'as faved in St. Paul's 
time, and will be faved in all ages. 

SECONDLY, I (hall prove, that the way oF 
falvation by faith only, or, which is the fame 

thing, BY THR COVENANT OF GRACE, IS the ONLY 

WAY that leads to life, according to the fcriptures 
and the articles of oui church, to whofe holy doc- 
trine I {hall publicly fet my feal. 

THIRD. 

miftake. From the Creator to the creature, all blcffings are, and 
mull for ever be of grace t of nurf grace. Gabriel himiclf enjoys 
hcdiV en tlu ough Jree grace. Unlcfs fome gracious promifc inter- 
pofes, God may this iailant put an end without injuftice, not 
only to his glory, but to his very cxiflence. Should you a(k 
what difference there is, bctTA?een original and gofiet grace ; I an- 
fwer, that original, ^i^/n/c ^roc^ flowed from God, z* Creator ztid 
PrefervcTi to innocent^ kappy crealures* But goj^l grace., that for 
-whtch St. Paul fo lirenunufly contends in my text, flows from 
God) as Redeemer AVidi Comforter, lo guilty, wretched mankind : And 
here let us take notice of the oppofition there is,' between Phari- 
Ciic and Evangelical obedience, between the wotks of -the law and 
iie uerks of faith. The former are done with z proud conceit of the 
natyraifirer^th, which man loft by the fall ; and the latter, with 
an hoik dtjpcndance on divine mercy through the Redeemer^ me- 
rits ; and on the fuper natural potoer beftowed upon loft mankind 
for his fake. Wtien St. Paul decries the works of the law, it is 
merely to recommend the works of faith : and yet, O thr dread- 
ful c|^^ of confuiion ! Many fuppofe| that he ^out« tv^^V^txv^ 
tcaipt \»pon hath. 
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THIRDLY, I (hall endeavour to (hew the un^j 
reafonablenefsand injufticeof ihofe, who accufe 
of*' preaching againfl good works" when I preach' 
falvation thro' the covenant oFgrace only. 

FOURTPILY and laftly, after having informpd. 
you, why [even] good works cannot deserve lalvf- 
tion in whole or in part ; 1 (hall anfwer the old o2k 
je&ion*' If good works cannot [+ properly merit 19a- 
*^ heaven,] why (hould we do them? ThetcUn^ 
^' need to trouble ouifelves about any/' 

Fitsr 

■f- The following propofitions, contain the Aim of our doBnae 
concerniDg merit. — (1) All /»ro^«r worthinefs, merit, ordcfertflf 
any divine reward, is in Chrm, the overflo'wing fountain of iB 
original excellence. — (2) If any of the living water of that rick 
fpring tt received b) faith, ana flows through the believer 't heut 
and works, it forms improper woithinefs, or derived merit i bO" 
caufe, proberfy fpeaking, it is Chrift's merit ftill — (g) Ori^ 
merit annveri to the^W?gofpel axiom, and derived ^otihea^^ 
the Jecotid, (4) According to the firft covenant we can never mo* 
fit a reward, becaufc, of ourfelves as tinners, we deferve 1^ 
thing but hell. — ^But (5] according to the fccond covenant, by 
God's gracious appointment and merciful promife, we can, i^ 
properly J^eaking^ oe worthy of heaven, through the blood ^J* 
Chrift ^rinkled upon our nearts, and through his righteoufne^ 
derived to us and to our works by futh.— (6) Hence it is, thft 
God will give fome, namely impenitent murderers, blood tt? 
drinkt/tOf they are worthy ^ they properly defervc it; while 
others, namely, penitent believers, (hall walk with Chrift in 
y^hite, Jbr they are worthy f they improperly merit it. Rev.xvi. 
6« and lii. 4. 

An illuftration taken from a leaden pipe full of water, may 
(how how it is poflible, that unworthy man fhould become zvot" 
thy, through the righteoufncf* which Chrift fupplies believeis 
with. Stri^ly fpeaking, water does not belong to a pipef aoy 
more than merit or worthinefs to a believer : for a pipe is only a 
number of dry fhcets of lead folded together : But if that ^, 
leadrn pipe really receives fome of the water, which a river fup- 
plies ; I make myfclf ridiculous by affertiug, that the man who 
hints, there is water in the pipe, confounds the elements, fecks 
to dry up the river, and is guilty of a dreadful phiiofophical 
Iiercfy. 

The word Merit is abfolutcly nothing to Mr. Vl^eflcy and me ; 
but the doArine of faithful obedience in Chrift, and of the gra- 
cious rewards with which it ftiall be crowned for his foke, cwi- 
tains all our duty on earth, and draws after it all our blifs in hea- 
ven. Therefore, only grant us truly the fecond go^>el-axiom :-^ 
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FirstPart. 

I begin by laying before you an accoirot of the 

two covenants, that God entered into with man. 

The firft was made with Adam, when he was in a 

ftate of innocence in paradife. The condition of it, 

which is impoilible to fallen man, was eafy before the 

^1. It runs thus : Do this and live: The man that does 

^things, Jhall live by theniy Rom. x. 5. That is, " if 

^ thou [who art now a guiltlefs, holy and perfe£l 

** creature] yieldeft a conftant, univerfal, and per* 

^ fed obedience to the moral law," now fummea up 

iQtheten comtnandments, <* thou (halt be rewarded 

* with glory and heaven. But if thou failed in anv 

* one particular, whether it be in thought, word, 

* or deed, thoujhaUfurely die^ Gen. ii, 17, for curfcd 
" is every one, that continueth not in AtL things^ written 
^ in the book of the law to do them,** Gal. iii. to.] 

Nor does this covenant make any allowance for 
ileficiencies, or pafs by one tranfgrefTion great or 
liule, without pronouncing the threatened curfe; 
^ofoever Jhall keep the' whole law, and yet ojfend in one 
fmt, he is guilty of all, James ii. 10. That is. All 
the curfes denpunced againft thofe, who break the 
covenant of works, hang upon his guilty head. 

This firft covenant we have all broken in our 
firft parents, for [in Adam all die]^By one man fin eU" 
tend into the world, and death by fin ; ^ndfo death paffed 
^on all men, for that all have finned, Rom. v. 12. 
Wc are then all born [or conceived] in fin ; Pfalm li. 
5; and confequently we are by nature children of wrath, 

D £ph« 

grtntus, that God has not appointed his creatures to endlefs 
pudjkments and heavenly rewards out of mere capiice: — grant us^ 
ihat, while the wicked fliall properly deserve their own 
[and not Adam's) place in hell, tlie righteous fhall improperly bb 
voiTHY TO OBTAIN THAT woRL.D, y/hdvc i\icy Jkall be equol 
'»tke angels, Luke xx. 35 : — grant us that man is in aibtc of 
irobation, and (liall be ieconipenfcdy<)r, and according to what he 
ts done tn the body, whether it be good or bad: — In a word, grant us 
ic capital doftrine of a day of retribution, in which GodJkaS 
idge the world in wifdom and righteoufnefs, not in folemn roily 
r i^taniral hypocrify ; and we aik no more. — This note U a kejr 
» ail the doarines, which wc maintain in the Miautes, and<x> 
aiB io the checks. « 
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Eph. iu 9. But this is not all: this root 
fin, produces in every man many a6bial iniquTde% ^ 
whereby, as we imitate Adam's rebellion, (o wt '-^ 
make the guilt of it our own, and faften the curfe a^ '^ 
tending that guilt upon our own fouls. Rom. vii. 14* ^^ 

Therefore, while we remain in our natural flate;^ >' . 
[or, to fpeak more intelligibly, while we continue ia t^ 
lin, guilt, and Mai impenitency ; we not only tramplt ^^s 
the covenant of grace under foot, but] we ftand upoo 
the covenant of works ; and confequently lie undc^ 
the dreadlul curfe, which is already denounce^ 
againft every tnis%reflbr of the law« Gal. 3. lo* 

Hence it is that, Ty the dads of the lawy u e» by th^ 
good works commanded in the law [of innocenc^J 
or by the ceremonies prefcribed in the law of Mo(Se^ ^ ' 
fiiaUnofieJh living htjuftifitd : for as many as are of ih^ 
works of the law, [as it flands oppofed to the go(pel ^ 
yea, at many al(b as reft, like the impenitent Pha«^ 
rifees, in the letter of the Mofaic law,] are under th^ 
oafe^ the fcriptnre having concluded all under Jin^ and 
confequently under the curfe, that every mouth may k 
ftopptd^ and all the world may become guilty b^re God^ 
[and gladly accept his offers of mercy] Rom. iii, 19, 

20. 

In this deplorable ftate of guilt and danger, we 
remain carelels and infenfible, f^ making what we 
call <* the mercy of God** a pack-horfe [if I may ufe 
k> coarfe an exprelfion] to carry us and our (ins to 
heaven, upon ui^fkhy rags of our own [pharifaic] 
rightcoufnefs. J^ Here we continue, till divine 
grace awakens us, by the preaching of the goCpel, or 
by feme other means* Eph. v* 14. Being then rcufed 
to a fcrious confideration of our fallen fFate in Adam, 
and to a fenfibility of the curfe which we lie under, 
through our numerous breaches of the | Tecond, as 
well as ofj the fir ft covenant; after many fruitlefs 
attempts to remove that curfe, by fulfilling the law 
[of innocence 5] after many endcavouts to fave our- 
lelves by our own works, and righteoufncfs, (}:?" we 
defpair at laft of getting to heaven, by building a 

Babel 
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ivith the unUmpcredmortar of our own [fancied] 
ty, and the bricks of our wretched good 

[or rather of our fplendid fins.] ,X9 And 
r the impaffable road of the covenant of works, 
>in to feek the way, which God's free mercy 
ened for loft dnners in Jefut Chrifi. A£ls \u 
il. iii. 6, &c« 

I new and living teay, is the new covenant, the 
int of grace [in its various editions or difpen(»- 

For, if the Chriftian edition is called new in 
:ion to the Jewifh, all the editions together 
ell be] called new^ in oppofition to the old co- 
. It is alfo termed gomdj that is, glad tidings^ 
5 [+ with different aegrees of evidence] it 

D a brings 

s, and the preceding claufei are added, to niard tlie 
: of the go^l difpenfationsi of which I had buc very 
I views eleven years ago. Seethiid Check, p. lo, Jec 
; then too much towards Calvimfm, I fancied, at timet 
, that lib goj^l was confined within the narrow cban- 
its laft difpenfation ; which was as abfurd aa if I had 
:d, that the fwell of our rivets at high water, is <z//thc 
But turning to my bible, and " reviewing the whole af- 
clearly fee, that the Jewilh and Chriftian gofpel are not 
^flirtggojpe!^ but only two of its brighteft dilpenfationt. 
the reader afk me what I mean by the ecerlqfting g9j^ 
confider it ia its full latitude : I anfwer, that I mean with 
., The richei of God's goointjsyjerhewmce^ md hmg-fi^trmg^ 
men to repentance for Chrift's fake, who in all ages is the 
of the world. — Yea, and the fevere ftrokes Qf his gracious 
nee driving them to it. I dare not infmuate, that Jonahf 
iie moft fucccfsful preachers in the world, was not a go/^i- 
, when he ftirred up all the people of Niniveh to repent- 
y the fear of impending deftruAion ; and that St. John the 
as a ftrangerto true divinity; when he gave us the follow* 
lunt of the manner, in >vhich a celeftial Evangelift preach* 
^erlafting gofpel . Ifaw another angef having thezv&RL ast- 
ospE L to preach unto them thatdwtU on the earthy andto every 
mdkindred, and tongue, and people [Here is free grace !]yZry- 
a loud voice: Fear God, and give glory to him, fir the hour of 
nent, as well a» of his mercy, is come : and xoorpiip him tkitt 
wen and earth and the fea, and the fountains of waters. Here is, 
not miftaken, the gofpel according to which manyfkedl 
mi the eafl and from the weff, andJhaUfit doom at the heavenly 
ith the Father of the faithful, when the unloving Pharifees 
hrufl outj notwitbilanding their great ado about abftlbue elec^ 
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blinds comfortable news of free falvation in Chrift, 
to all that fee they are undone in themfelves. 

(f^ The fecond covenant then, or the gofpel, is a 
dil^enfation of free grace and mercy to poor, loft, 
Jielplfcfs finncrs, who, feeing and feeling themfelves 
condemned by the law [of innocence,] and utterly 
unable to obtain juflification upon the terms of the 
FIRST covenant, come to Jefus Chrift [the light of 
men, according to the difpenfation, which they are 
under.] to feck in him that righteoufnefs, which they 
have not in themfelves. For the Son of God, being 
both God and man in one perfon ; and by the inva- 
luable i'acriHce of himfelf upon the crofs, having fuf- 
fered the punifhment due to all our breaches of the 
law, and by his moft holy life having anfwered all 
the demands of the first covenant, God can be jufi^ 
and thejuftifier of him that believes in Jefus, Rom. lii; 
26. -l::^ Therefore, if a (inner, whoje mouth is flopped^ 
and who has nothing to pay, pleads from the heart the 
atoning blood of Chrift [and fuppofing he never 
heard that precious name, if according to his light 
he implores divine mercy ^ for the/r^tfexercife of which 
Chrift's blood has made way] not only God will not 
deliver him to the tormentors^ h\xt vriW frankly forgive 
him alL Luke vii. 41, &c. 

fjf^ Herein then confifts the great difference, be- 
tween the firft and the fecond covenant. Under the 
frfi, an abfolute, undnning, univerfal obedience in 
our own perfons is rcqGJred ; and fuch obedience we, 

fin 

lw». This note will probably touch the apple of my reader's eye, 
If he is a rigid Prcdeftinai ian. But if he is offended, I intreat him 
to ronfider, whether his love does not bear fome refemblance to 
the charity of thofe flrong Predeftinarians ofold, thofe monopoli* 
zcr» of God's clcftion, who dcfpifed ^oorfinncrs of the Gentiles. How 
violent was their prejudice ! They yaftly admired out Lord's fer- 
mon at Nazareth, till he touchecf the lore that feftered in their 
iliait-larcd breaft.But no fooner did he infmuate, that their elec- 
tion was not yet made fure, and that the poor Pagan widow of Sa- 
repta, and Naamanthe Syrian were not abfolute reprobates ; than 
ihey werefiUed zvith wrath and ro/e up, and tbru/i him out of the city, and 
'led him tQ the broio of the hill tfiat they might cafthim down headlong^ 
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[in our fallen ftatc,] can never perform,— Under the 
fecond covenant, this obedience [to the law of inno- 
cence, paid by, and] in our furety Chrilb Jefu8|Vrheii 
^e are united to him by a faith of the operation of 
God, is accepted infteaaof our own. 4:9 For as our 
fins were transferred upon the Redeemer's guilde(s 
head, fo his merits are brought home to our guilty 
fouls by the powerful operation of divine grace thro' 
faith, and being thus complcat in Chrijt \ [with regard 
to the fulfilling of the first covenant,] we can re* 
joice in God, who has made him unto us wifdom, righte* 
oufnefs, fanBiJication^ and redemption. [I fay, with regard ' 
to the fulfilling of ^Ae first covenant, to guard againft : 
iheerror of thoufands, who vainly imagine that Chriftr. 
has fulfilled the terms of the fecond covenant for us, 
and talk o^ JiniJhedJaLvation, juft as if our Lord had 1 
aftually repented of our fins, believed in his own 
blood, and fulfilled his own evangelical law in our 
ftead; a fatal error this, which makes Chriflians > 
lawlefs, reprefents Chrift as the minifter of fin, and : 
arms the Antinomian fiend with a dreadful ax, to fell ^ 
the trees of rightcoufnefs, and cut down the .very - 
pillars of the houfe of God. J 

From what has been obferved it follows, thit be- 
fore any one can believe, in the gofpel-fenfe of the 
word, he muftbe convinced of fin by the Spirit of God,^. 
Jdhn xvi. 8. He muft feel himfelf a guilty, loft, 

D 3 and ^ 

f If I fay ih^i penitent believers are cmpkdt in CfiriftAvith <^ 
rcfpedl tothcfirft covenant ; I da not intimate ihzt fallen believers . 
who crucify the Son of Godqfr^^ may even commit deliberate* 
murder, and remain complete tn him, or rather (as the original 
mczns)fillcd with Mm, Far be the horrid infmuation from the heart of ' 
a Chriltian. I readily ^rant, that true believers are not left dead ' 
to the Adamic law of innocence, than to the ceremonial lawof -' 
Mofes ; and that with refpe6l to it, they heartily (ay as David^ £riir - 
net into^u4gment with ihyfervants, Lord, for iniky fight Jkall no man 
Uw^ beivfiified. Bat miftake me not, I would Itot infinuatfl, that they 
aTclawteJs, or onlv under a rule of life, which they may break with* . 
out endangering their falvation. No ; they are under the law ifCkrifit . 
the loot ofmeHy^thtlm oj thtjpliik(fUfe,tUwydlawiii%oi^\KA^ 
nela; and according to this law, theyfiiaU-aUbcivli^K^nl^^^ 
punifiied in itie dty ofjudgmenif 
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and helpkfs (inner, unable to recover Ihe favour and 
image of God by his own ftrength and righteoufnefs : 
A&B ii. 37, 38. 

This convi£^ion andfenfe of guilt make the (inner 
come weary and heavy laden to Chri/t^ earneftly claim* 
ing the reft which he offers to weary fouls, Matt, xu 
s8. This reft the mourner feeks with the contrite 
Publican, in the conftant ufe of all the means of 
grace; endeavouring to bring forth fruit meet for re- 
penlancey till the fame fpirit that had convinced him 
of fin, and alarmed his drowfy confcience, convinces 
him alfo of righteoufntfsy John xvi. 8. that is, fhewft 
him the all-fufficiency of the Saviour's righ- 
teoufnefs, to fwallow up hisunrighteoufnefs; and 
the infinite value of Chrift's meritorious deaths 
to atone for his unholy life; enabling him to bdieve 
tilth the HEART, and confequently to feel [under the 
Chrifliandifpenfation] that he has an intereft in the 
Redeemer's blood and righteoufnefs ; [or, that he is 
favingly interefted in the merit of all that the Son 
of God fulFered, did, and continues to do for us. 

This lively faith, this faith working by love, is 
that ze hie his imputed for righteoufnefs ^ Rom. iv. 3. and 
that whereby a foul is bom of God [according to the 
+ Chriftian aifpenfation of the gofpelj 1 John v. i» 

By 

-f The jttdideus reader will eafily perceive, that the addi- 
tions made to this, and fome other paragraphs of my old fer* 
mon, are intended to guard the inferior difpenfations of the gof- 
prl. Are there not degrees of faving faith, inferior to the faith 
of the Chriftian gofpel ? And arc not thofc degrees of faith 
confiftcnt with the moft profound ignorance of the hiftory of 
our Lord's fufferings, and confcquentlywith ixiy explicit know> 
ledge of the atonement ? Althougn mankind in general had fome 
confcicufnefsof guilt, and a confufcd idea of propitiatory facri- 
fices; and although all the Jcwiflifacrificesand prophecies point- 
ed to the great atonement ; yet ho-w few, even amoPgthepioui 
Jevt had a elear belief that the Mefliah would pulawoijin by the 




prophets and apoftles were once fuch flrang- 
riit' Dbc8 sot St. Peter intimate that Me prophets Jeanhedy to Ut- 
ile ;9i>rpofe, t»hat the Spirit fgnifiedt when it tejiihed heforehand the 
/^frif^s ^Chrjfii /inct ir wa rcWikfUt Ukw^ iMiaC unto (to»> 



( 87 ) 

Sishkh the believer beiflg [ftrongly] united to 
}, is a member to the body, becomes entitled 
Duc/i larger (hare in] the benefit of all that our 
did and fufFered ; and in confequence of this 
nion with him, who ia the fource of all good* 

nefsy 

tuntaujf they did minifter the tkit^s, wfAch are now reported 
iriflian gofpel ? i Peter i.ii, 12. And howabfurdis 
pofe, that nothing is gpfpcl, but a do^rine, which the 
:hcr$ of the Chrillian gofpel knew little or nothing of» 
Icthcy preached the gofpel under our Lord's immedi* 
ion? Did not John the B a ptift exceed in evangelical 
e, fill that were Mm of woman ^ Were the AptiHIcs much 
him, when they had been three years in Ch-ift's fchool ? 
ur Lord fay to them, Blej^ed areyour eyes for they fee ^ and 
n they hear ; Jot verily many prophets and rkhteous men 
t to fee the things that ye fee, and have notfeen them ; and to 
ngs that ye hear, and have not heard them ? Again, did he 
', that in general they had juftifying faith, i. e. faith 
by love ? Did he not fay, Now are ye clean throagh the 
J havejpoken unto you — The Father himfcif loveth you, be* 
<.ve loi'ed me, and believed that I came forth from God ? Nay, 
fend them two and two, to preach the gofpel of the 
Gangdom of heaven is at hand : Repent and believe the gos- 
d would he have fciit them to preach a gojhel to which 
utttr ftrangcrs? But were they not pcrfeftly ftrangers 
iflfes now for thcW)' gofpel ? Had the) the leaft idea that 
cr*s blood was to be flicd for them, even after he had 
•J my blood of the New Tejlament, which is fied for you and for 
he remiffion offns f When he (poke to them of his fufter- 
: not they fo far from believing in the atonement which 
out to make, that they were offended at ihr very idea? 
I evident from the words of Peter, their chief fpeaker, 
to rebuke him, faying. Be it far from thee. Lord: Thisfhall 
into thee : i. e. We do not yet fee the end of thy blood : 
m Chrift had actually (bed it, and the atoning work 
d; far from having the leaft notion about what is caU 
'hed falvation," and ** gofpel" !n our day; did they 
fc that all their hopes were blaftcd, faying, We trujled 
Seen he, who fhould have redeemed Ifrael, Luke xxiv. 21 ? 
Te observations may I not conclude; (1) Thatanexpli* 
:dge of Chrift'i pafTion and atonement, \% the prero* 
he Chriflian gofpel ? And (2) that thofe wha make it 
oihteverbfHng go{^t\, doom to hell, not only all the 
Jews, Turks, and Heathens, who may now be alive | 
ilmoft all the believers, who died before our Lord's 
\, and fome of the difciples tbemfelvcs after hi&rt^ 
? 
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nefs, he dbrives a [degree of] power till then un- 
known, to do good works truly fo called. 

[O thou, that profeifeft the Chrlftian faith,] Jhtv 
me thy faith by tky works : (hew me that thou art 
grafted in Chrid [according to the Chriftian difpen- 
(ation] by ferving God with all thy (Irength ;by doing 
all the good thou canft to the fouls and bodies of 
men with chearfulnefs ; by fuffering wrong and con- 
tempt with meeknefs; by flighting earthly joys, 
mortifying flefhly lufls, having thy converfation in 
heaven, and panting every hour after a clofer union, 
with Chrifl, the life of all believers. If thoudoft 
not bring forth thefe fruits, thou art not a Cbriflian; 
thou art not in Chrift a new creature, 2 Cor, v, 17. 
Thou mayfl talk of faith, and fuppofe that thou be- 
lieved:; but give me leave to tell thee, that if 
thou believefl at all, it is with the drunkarcTs; 'faith, 
the whoremonger's faith, the devil*sfaith, James ii. 
ip. — From fuch a faith, may God deliver us, and 
give us, inflead of thiis counterfeit, the faith once dt- 
Uvered unto the faints^ the myfiery of faith kept in a pure 
confcience ! Get it, O (inner, who bcaYeft a Chriftian: 
name, and Chrifl and heaven are thine : [but if thou] 
die without it, [whether it be by continuing in thy 
prefent fin and unbelief, or by making fhipwreck of 
the faith,] thou dieft the fecond death ; thou finkeu 
in the bottomlefs pit for evermore. Mark xvi. i6. 

Having thus given you an account of both cove« 
nants, and laid before you the condition of each; 
namely, the frfiy a finlefs, uninterrupted obedi- 
ence to all the commands of the holy, ipiritual law 
of God, performed by ourfelves [without the leaft 
mediatorial afHflance:] and for the feccnd, a lively 
faith in Chrift [the lig/U of the world, according to the 
gofpel-difpenfation we are under;] by which faith 
the virtue of Chrifl'sa&ive and paflive obedience to 
the law [of innocence] being imputed to us, and ap- 
plied to our hearts, we are made new creatures, born 
again, and created in Chri/t Jtfus unto good warks^ 
without which there can be no lively faith [undei 

any 
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any of the divine difpenfations:] and having [by that 
impoitant diftin6lion of the two grand covenants] 
• icmoved a great deal of rubbifh out of the way ; I 
hope it will not be difHcuIt to prove, under the 

Second Head, 

That the way of falvation by fuch a lively faith 
floly, or, which is the fame, by the covenant of 
ince is the one way that leads to life, according to 
L Uiebible and our articles of religion. 
J IFyouafkall the Pharifees, all the felf-righteous 
Heathens, Turks, Jews, and Papifls in the world, 
which is the way of falvation ? They will anfwer, 
"Through doing good works, and leading a good 
life:" that is, "Through the covenant of works;" 
flatly contrary to what I have proved in the firft part 
of this difcourfe ; namely, that iy the works of the law, 
by the firft covenant, Jhall no Jlejh iivitig be juftified. 
Gal. ii, 16. Or if they have yet fome fenfe of modcf- 
ty, if they arc not quite loft in pride, they will var- 
nifli over blafphemy with two or three words about 
God's mercy. " Why, fay they, it is to be hoped, 
" we ihall all be faved by endeavouring to lead good 
" lives, and do good works : and if that will not do, 
« God's mercy in Chrift will do the reft.** Whiqh 
njcans neither more nor lefs than this : " We are ftill 
** to be faved by the covenant of works, by putting 
** on the robe of our own [Chriftlefs] righteoufnefs ; 
" and if it happen to be too fhort, or to have fome 
** holes, Chrift will in mercy tear his fpotlefs robe 
*• [of merits,] to patch up and lengthen ours." [And 
this they fay, without the leaft degree of genuine re- 
pentance towards God, and heart'/elt faith in our 
Lord Jefus Chrift.] O how many dream of getting 
to heaven in this fool's coat ! How many, by thus 
blending the two covenants, which are as incompa- 
tibleas fire and water, try to make for themfelves a 
third covenant, that never exifted but in their proud 
inagination ! In a word^ how many are there, who 

fay 
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fay or think : Wc muft be faved partly by [the cove- 
nant of) works, and partly by [the covenant of] 
grace ! Giving the lie to God and my text ! Over* 
turning at once the gofpel and Proteftantifm !— No, 
no : if fl remnant isfavcd^ it is by the covenant of 
grace; and if by grace, then it is no more [by the 
covenant] of works; other wife grace is no more 
grace. But if it be f by the covenant] of works, then 
it is no more grace ; otherwife work is no more 
work ; [for the moment obedience is the work "cf 
faith^ it can no more be oppofed to faith and gofpel* 
grace, than the fruit of a tree can be oppofed to the 
tree, and the fap by which it is producecLj 

But, to the law and the tefivmony f Do the oracles of 
God, or the writings of our Reformers, dire6l us for 
falvation to the covenant of works, or to a third co- 
venant of works and grace patched up together ? Do 
they not entirely and invariably point us to the cove* 
nant of grace alone ? 

Hear firft the word of the Lord« He that be- 
I.ISVETH an the Son [according to the light of the* 
difpenfation he is underj hath everlafiing life : he that 
BBLXEVETH YfOT^Jhallnotfceltfe^ but the wrath ef 
God aindeth on him, John iii. 36. --When the trem- 
bling jailer cries out, fVhat mu/t I do to be faved f Paul 
and Silas anfwer, believs in the Lord J^^fus Chrifi^ 
and thouflialt befaved^ Afts xvi. 31.— i^od fo loved 
the worlds fays St. John, that he gave his only begotten 
Sokj that whofoeoer helieve^th in Mnti Jhould not pe^ 
rifiy but have everlafiing life, John iii. x^.^^By grace, 
(ays St. Paul, ye are faved through paith, and that 
not of your/elves^ it is the gift of God ; not [by the co» 
venant] of n}orks, [nor yet by the proper merit of any 
works,] le/l any man fhould boafi. For to him that 
toorketh [without applying to the throne of grace, as 
an hell*deferving (innerj is the reward not reckoned if 
grace^ but of debt: but to him that worketh not [upon 
the footing of the firft covenant ; j but belitveth on 
kirn that jujiifieth the ungodly; his faith is counted 
fof righteoufnefs : he is faved by Faith which 

is 
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CONDITION of the covenant of grace, Rom* 

; fpcak the fcriptures, and, bleffed be God ! 
teak alfo our liturgy and articles, 
e adjfblution the pried declares, that [in the 
onverfion] God pardontth and abjolveth^ ihat 
h, (3^ not thofe who [being afliamed to re- 
id fcoming to believe the gofpel, endeavour 
a good life to get a pardon [by their own 
j^ but an thofc^ who truly repent and un>^ 
believe his holy gofpel; that is, all thofe, who^ 
epentance renounce all dependance upon the 
t of works ; and by a faith unfeigned fly for 
nly to [God's mercy in] the coven ant of grace, 
t is that in the communion fervice, we are 
dedto pray, That, by the merits and dedth of 
md through faith in his bloody toe and all tne 
irch, may obtain remiffion offins^ and all other 
f his paffion. 

holy do£):rine is mod clearly maintained| 
ngly edablifhed in the ixth, xth, xith, xiith, 
th of our articles of religion. And upon 
e pillars, it will remain unfliaken, asfong 
Kurch of England (hall (land, 
laving thus (hewn you, how felf-righteous, 
ened finners dream) of falvation, either by 
enant of works, or by a third imaginary 
It, in which two incompatible things 
ical] works and [evangelical] grace, merits 
rcy are jumbled together ; and having prov- 
: falvation cannot be attained, but under 
•nd covenant, that is, by faith only^ and not 
covenant of] woiks; I beg leave to recapi- 
le whole in three articles, which contain the 
he gofpel, and ofthedoftrinc that I have 
ily preached among vou, and am determined 
ch, God being mv helper, till my tongue 

«he rooFor my mouth, 

1 the proofs bA^fore advanced, Ifolennly de- 
1.) That there is no falvation tp' be attained 
covenant of J works fince the falU Thcbcft 
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Rian having broken an hundred times"' the firft co- 
venant, deierves an hundred times damnation by 
his works, and can no more be faved from hell by 
his obedience to God's la v^ [of innocence] than a 
thief can be faved from the gallows, by the civil 
law which condemns him to be hanged. 

(2.) [Refpe6ting the primary and properly meri- 
torious caufe of our falvation. from fird to laft] ae 
art Javtd\ as it is written in our. eleventh article, 
only for the merit of our Lord Jejus Chrifihyfaith^ and 
not for our works or defer vings : and^ that toe arejujiifed 
hy faith only^ is a mofi whoUfome dodrine^ and vtryfuH 
if comfort : yea the only doftrine that can meltdown 
the heart of finners, and make them conftantly zea- 
lous of all forts of good works, [if it is not made to 
fuperfede the j unification of believers by the evidena 
of works, both in the day of trial and in the day of 
judgment,") 

(3.) As all mankind are condemned by the cove- 
nant of works, he that believeth not (^in the light of bis 
difpenfation] being condeMned already : Q^ and as by 
the covenant of grace, there is no falvation to be 
had but in Chrifl through faith : (b there is no mix- 
ing thofe two covenants without renouncing Chrift 
and his gofpel. He that ftands with one foot 
upon the covenant of works, and with the other 
foot upon the covenant of grace; [he that talks of 
divine mercy, while his heart continues as regard* 
lefsof it as if he were finlcfs .1 is in the mod immi* 
nent danger of eternal ruin, .4:5 He that fays, *• I 
*< will do firfl what I can to merit heaven, I will do 
** my bed : and Chrift, I hope, will do the reft: 
" and God, I truft, will have mercy upon me," is 
yet without God, and without Chrift in the world: 
he knows neither the nature of God's ]|aw, nor that 
of Chrift's gofpeU 

[This is, my dear hearers, the fubftance of the 
three articles, which eleven years ago I publicly laid, 
down in this church, as the ground of the do8;rine 
^hich I had preached| and was determine dfttU to 
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each among ]rou* And I folemnljr declare^ that, 
Ihi* day, I have not feen the leaft caufe to rtjcH 
mm of them at erraoeout j though I muft con* 
that I have found abundant leakm particularly 
^mrd the fisconc^ a^ainft the daring attacki, that 
ndnomiana in principle, or in prance, make upon 
it Jamea'a uodcdBled religion. To return.] 
y We are ondoabtedly obliged to do what we can, 
'iid to afe the meant of grace at all timet and in all 

Sni but to reft in thbie meant to fuppofe that 
viAl bve in ; and upon thit fiippofition, to be 
without the experieuce of ^converting] grace 
1 Ji oar heartti it very abfurd. It it a mutake as 
hdifli at that of the man, who fuppoiet that his 
• ivdeil will Ibe the more fruitful for pipet, which 
imvey «d water; or that hit body can be refrelhed 
.^ empty cupt* 

- The language of a penitent finner 1% ** Lord, I 
5 pray, and hear, I faft, and receive, Tgive almt, and 
■f keep the iabbath ; but after all, / am an unpr§JUabk 
•^/imeaC;-— fl muft w^rkimi my mmfakai^mi mthfear 
,^ «a4 inrnUmg^ and yetj witkMikee lean do nothing; 
'? I cannot change my heart ; I cannot root up from 
'^ mj breaft ^e defire of praife, the thif ft of pleafure. 



^moA the hankering after gold, vanity, beautv, or 
^ fimfital grattficationt which I continuaUv £•«> : — « 

* [Without thee] I cannot force my ftubbom hear 
Y tm repent, b^eve, and love ; to be meek and 

* lowly, calm and devout* Lord deliver me from 
f thit body of death I Lord^ fmtt cr I perykf* 

.' Chrift will have all the glory or none. We muft 
Ww^wlly ftved fay him, or loft for ever; [for aU 
'* ' * we muft be co workers wUh hm^ by walking 
fly in good works; and if we are not, we 
have our portion with the workers (f iniquity ; 
yft it it Ae that morkoth in m, at in moral agents, ioth 
Mmi^^Udo jfkiM good pkajure. It it he that ap-> 
i|tMnt% -feiil'hieim all the inferior meant of our fal- 
'>ntff%rtherelbre all the glory properly bekmgs to 

^T\:\ Z [All 
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[All our f»rdoas flow down to ut| io the ftream 
of his precious blood. All our life, light, and poweri 
are nothing but emanations from hiin« who it tk 
fountain of kft^ the fun of righteoufrefs, tht wifdom tad 
power of Godf and in a word, Jehovah our rij^tetmfk^s* ' 
All that gracious r-ewardabienefs of the works of faitbi 
all that aptitude of our fprinkled obedience unto eter- 
nal life, all that being worthy, which he himielf con- 
defcends to fpeak of, Rev. iii. 4, and Luke xx. 351 
fpring not only from his gracious appoinimentf but from 
his overflowing merits. A comparifon will illuftnte 
my meaning.] 

[You fee the chearful light that flows in upon «t 
through thofe windows, and renders the glaft as 
bright as the fpring day. You know, that this bright* 
ne£ in the glafs is not frmn the glafs, which was to^ 
tally dark fome hours ago; a fit emblem thbn ofthi 
works of darknefsy the works of unbelief : fuch works 
being as much devoid of rewardablenefs, as thofe 
panes were of light at midnight. ' Let us not forget 
then, that if our works are gracioufly rewarded, it is 
only when they are the works oijaith^ whofe pecu- 
liar property it is freely to admit the merits of Chrift, 
and the beams of the^n of righteoufnefs ; jufl as it is 
the property of the tranfparent matter, which com^ 
pofes thefe windows, necejfarily to admit the genial 
warmth and chearful rays of the natural fun.J 

[You have feen a glafs perfe6llyrefle6l:ingthe beau* 
ty of a perfon placed over againfl it. You have ad* 
mired the elegant proportion of features, which com- 
pofed her beauty ; but did you ever fee any man fo 
void of fenfe, as to .fuppofe, that the beauty was oru 
ginalfy in the glafs which refle£ledit; or that tho 
lovely appearance exifled without depending on its 
original ; or that it robbed the living beauty of her 
peculiar glory ? And fhall any, on the one hand, 
be fo full of voluntary humility, as to maintain, that 
Chrift is difhonoured by the derived wcrthinefs of the 
works oijaith, whofe office it is to receive, embrace, 
and truil in the Redeemer's original ^nA proper merit? 

ShaU 
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Shall any, on the other hand, be fo full of Phanfaic 
pride as to fancy, that thediftinguilhing excellence 
of our good works, if we have any, fprings from, 
or terminates in ourfelves? No, my brethren: At 
rivers flow back to the fea, and lofe themfelves in 
that immenfe refervoir of waters, whence they had 
their origin ; fo let all the '' rewardable conde- 
ceny" + of our evangelical obedience flow back to, 
and lofe itfelf in the boundlefs, and bottom lefs ocean 
of our Lord's original and proper merits.] 

[He, He alone is worthy — properly worthy! Wor- 
thy, — fupremely worthy is the Lamb that aas Jlain I 
Let us then always fay, with the humble men of old. 
Out goods are nothing unto thee, our good works can- 
not poflibly benefit thee. What have we, great God, 
tkMi we have not received from thy gracious hand ? And 
ftall we keep back part of thy inconteilable pro- 
perty, and impioufly wear thy robes of praife! Far 
be the fpiritual facrilege from every pious bread! 
As thine 2> all the kingdom and power; fo thine be all the 
^loryhr ever and ever /] 

[Keep we then at an awful diflance from the 
gulph, which felf-righteous Pharifees fet between 
themfelves, and the juflifier of thofe, who like the 
contrite publican, are fenfible of their ungodlinefs. 
With indignation rife we againfl the delufion of the 
Romanics, who countenance the abfurd and impious 
j. dodrine of indulgences^ by the worfe than Pharifaic 
* dodrine of their works of fupererogation* Let us not 
only receive, and defend in a fcriptural manner, the 
important articles of our Church, but with un- 
daunted courage before men, and with penitential 
contrition before God, let us {land to our xivth ar» 
' tide, which teaches us, after our Lord, to fay bc« 
fore the throne of inflexible jufticc, Weare unprofi' 

£ 2 table 

*f I need not inform my judicious readers, that I ufe the uncouth, 
barbarous exprcflion of Dr. Owen, ** rewardable condecency " to 
' ccmvey the meaning of our Lord, when he gracioufly" fpeaks cf 
mr wurthng or being worthy. If fick perfons will not take a draught 
but out of a certain cup, made in the height of a queer faOiion, 
ve xnuft pleafc them for their good. 



table fervantSf even when we have dime ail thai is txf^ 
manded us* In point <A JiriELtquioalenu ouii beft 
works of faith, our holieft duties, cannot neritth^ 
lead reward. But, O! may the humbling truth, 
keep us for ever in the dud! in point of JtrtkjuH(^ 
our every bad work properly deferves infernal tor* 
ments.l 

[Through that dear Redeemer then, we receive 
all the favours, which the Father of mercies beftowi 
upon us. Are our hearts foftened ? It is through 
the influence of his preventing grace. Are our (ins 
blotted out? It is through (he fprinklingof hisato- 
ning blood. Are our fouls renewed ? It is by the 
communication of his powerful righteoufnefs. Are 
we numbered among God's adopted children, and 
made partakers of his loving fptrit ? It is through 
a faith that receives him as the light of the warld^ and 
xht life of men, 

[The very graces, which the Spirit works in us; 
and the fruits of holinefs, which thofe graces pro- 
duce in our hearts and lives ; are accepted only for 
Chrift's fake. It is he, who prefents them to God, 
fprinkled with his precious blood, and perfumed 
with his meritorious interceflion. Nor are the de» 
fe£ls of our holieft things, any other way atoned fori 
than by the full, perfeS and fuflicient facrifice, bb» 
lation, and fati5fa6lion, which he made upon the 
crofs for the fins of the whole world.] 

[For Chrid's fake God has annexed certain re- 
wards of grace and glory, to the works of faith 
which Chrid's fpirit excites us to ; and, I repeat it, 
for the fake of Chrifl only, we receive the rewards 
promifed to humble, evangelical obedience. All 
Chriflian believers fay, AW we^ but the grace of God 
in ChriA : So far as their tempers and a6lions have 
been good, they cry out, Thou haft wrought all our 
works in us. They all (bout, Chiji for us^ and Chrijt 
IN i/j, the hope of glory. They all dXcx'xb^ falvation to 
the Lamb; and while they caft their crowns of righte^ 
ou/nt/s and glory at his feet, they join in the grand- 
chorus 
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if th« Church : To him that bvid us^ and waflud 
OUT fins in his own bloody and hath made us kings 
Its unto God and his Father ^ to hint be glory and do* 
for ever and ever. Thus all is Chrift ; nothing 
, nothing betides him. In a word, he is to 
s« as the Apoftle julily calls him, all in 

:ed in maintaining the doftrine of/reegfacCf 
t but go even farther than our miftaken bre- 
vho fuppofe themfelves the only advocates 
They mud forgive me, if I cannot be of 
itiment, when they infinuate, that they (hall 

and nueffarily be faved. For as reafon dic- 
at abfolute neceffity vanifhes before Jree grace ; 
(l charges his deareft ele6: iojear God as a 
is judge, who can caft body and fiml into helti 
ko can do it juftly* No gracious promife 
e is made them, whofe fulfilment in heaven 
as upon earth, is not all o^ grace dit well as of 
id all through the merits of Chrift.] 

precious merits of my Saviour, and thouyVa 

my God ! I, for one, (hall want you, as 
:he fun or moon endureth. Nay, whenlhofe 
[es (hall ceafe to (hine, I (hall wrap myfelf 

my tranfported foul (hall grafp you ; my in- 
pirit (hall plunge into your unfathomable 
and while I (hall run the never*ending circle 
leCTcd e^ciftence, my overflowing blifs fhall 
om you ; my grateful heart fhall leap thro* 
pulfe, my exulting tongue fhall (bout your 
ind I (hall (Irike my golden harp to your 
honour. 

Vo then to thofc, who teach (inners the 
»ray, the Pharifaic way of falvation, partly by 
icrits [^according to the (irft covenant J and 
r the merits of Jefus Chrift [according to the 
I If we^or an avgdfrom heaven, fays St. Paul^ 
\y other go jpd unto you, than that which we have 

namely, that we are Javed [i.e. pardoned^ 
kificd j ly grace, thro* faith and that not of our* 

E 3 JelvtSf 
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Jelves^ [not without an atoning pneft and the Sfif*^ 
helping lur imjirmities'i not [by the covenant] of works: *^ 
is the gift of God — let turn be accurfed^ Gal. i. 8. J j^ 

[^:T He really denies his Saviour, and tears tb^ 
feamlefs robe of Chri(l*8 righteoufnefs, who patched 
it with the rags of his own righteoufnefs. [Or, xa 
fpeak without metaphor, he denies our Lord's meri^ 
torious fulfilling of the law of innocence, he d^fpifef 
the «>aviour's com pleat obfervance of the Adamic 
law of works, who being forgetful of his aC^avated 
guilt, and regardlefs of his palpable impotence, re- 
fufes to fubmit to the law of faith, and to embrace 
the covenant of grace with an ardor becoming a 
a poor, felf'Condemned, loft, and undone (inner. 
Nay, I go farther ftill^] he takes away the efficacy 
of Chrifl's atoning blood, who pretends to mend it 
hv adding thereto the filthy drops of his own [Pha« 
faic] goodnefs, [in order to make a more complete 
fatisfa&ion to divine jufticc.] ,^ 

To conclude : By the covenant of works man has 
all the glory of his own falvation. Faith is made of 
no effcS; Chrill is entirely fet afide, and works are 
placed in the Mediator's throne. — According to the 
imaginary, mixt covenant of falvation by our own 
good works [fo calledj'mended, with [fome unfcrip- 
tural notions and expreflions about] Chrift's merits; 
man has the first (hare of the glory; Chrid has 
only man's leavings. [The two covenants are con- 
founded] works and faith [or rather, faitblefs 
works and faith, gracelefs works and grace.] con- 
trary to my text, and indeed to common fenfe, come 
in together for a part of the honour [as if they were 
the primary meritorious caufe of our falvation: 
whereas the good works of faith themfelves are at 
heft only the fecondary, evidencing caufe of our 
firtal falvation. 

But by the gofpel all is fet in a mod beautiful or- 
der, and exquifiie harmony. The merits and fufFer- 
ings of Chriu, the Redeemer of the world, ate the 

only 
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mtotious cmjt** of our falvation* The g lory 
1 afcribed to, him; and he alone iiia upon 
e as a Saviour; while proud man has his 
pped, or opens it only in the dud to extol 
\ love. Faith, whofe office it is continu- 
irrow the merits of Chrift, and to receive 
:ning power of his fpirit: (^ Faith, I fay, 
y inflrumental caufe of our free falvation 
y of converfion.] It receives Chriftand fal- 
the hand of a beggar receives an alms. j|:J) 
3r good works [properly fo called], fo far 
Vom being left out of the gofpel*plan, that 
: a MOST EMINENT place in it : (j^rThey 
CLARATiVE CAUSE ofour free judification 
le day of tria I and in the day of judgment ;] 
t, uniform courfe of all forts of good works^ 
[)ly and heavenlv -minded converfation, be- 
nly evidence of a lively and faving faith, 
has time to (hew itfelf by external works.] 
!)bri(l alone maiXs^ faith alone apprtkends^ 
works alone evidence falvation : Yea they 
jit of falvation [begun;] ,^ for [all works 
eniance fyring from the free jaftific^tion and 
vation, in which we are,.put in our in- 
id] the hue of God Jhed abrocul in an [eftab- 
rliever's heart iy the Holy Ghoft given unto 
Ivation itfelf; this love being the tree on 
good works grow, and making our gra- 
ven below, as it will make our glorious 
>ove. 

Third Part, 

ed to (hew the injuilice or unreafonablenefs 
who accufe me of preaching againd good 
For, " he exclaims again/tgood works — he runs 
worksy* is an objeftion [which is flili at 
{ed againft my miniftry. 
gh I confefs with forrow, that fome years 
n I had more zeal than prudence, I drop- 
ped 
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ped among you forae unguarded expreflions, and did 
not alwaxs clearly diflinguifh between the '* good 
works," fo called, of unhumbled Pharifeet ; and the 
genuine obedience of penitent believers : yet I fiiould 
wrong the truth, if I did not obferve, that, as Anti- 
nomians have always loathed the do£^rine of a ^ 
/i^v^'s juAification by works; fo the Pharifaical world 
hat always abhorred the do^rine of a pinner's jufiiti- 
cation iy faith. Hence it is that] the above-men- 
tioned afperfion, with abundance of falfe reportf, 
have been in all ages the lot of all thofe, who tiave 
preached the gofpel of Chrift, that is, the glad newt 
of free falvation through faith in his blood. 

St. Paul had the fame obje^ion continually caft in 
his face. Do we then make void the law through faith f 
fays he in his own defence, Kom iii. 31 : That is^ 
by preaching falvation through faith do we hinder 
people from doing the good works commanded in 
the law? God forbid I yea we eftabUfh the law ; i. e. 
Our preaching is fo far from fuperfeding good workS| 
that it [inforces them by the greatcft variety*of mo- 
tives, andj puts our hearers into [the be/t^ not to 
fay3 the -Of /v method of doing them . for it (hewa 
them how, ht\T\^ fprinkled from an evUconfcimce^ and 
having their h(art purified by jaith^ they fliall natu- 
rally [i. c. fpontancoufly] produce all forts of good 
works, in Read of bringing forth a few counterfeit 

ones. 

The apoftle anfwers the fame objeftion, Romi 
vi. 1. ShaU zee tk'n, who are favcd by grace through 
faith, covtinue in fin that grace may abound ? Shall we 
omit doing good works ; fliall we do evil works, be- 
caufe falvation is not fby the covenant]] of works, 
but [by that J of grace ? God forbid I Howfhall we, that 
are dead to fin, live any hnger therein /As if he had faid, 
Is not the faith which we preach, a faith of tlic ope* 
ration of Gcd? Is it not a powerful and aftive prin- 
ciple, that turns the heart from all fin to all rightc- 
cufncfs? Is it not a faith, by which we are made 
ncv/ creatures, and overcome the world ? 1 John v. i , 4. 

[Suppofc 
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jTSuppofe the lot of a minifter acouainted with the 

frivileges of the Chriftian difpeniation, is cad in a 

p/ac^ where thcfe Pharifaic delufions generally pre- 

Faii; the fir ft thing he has to do, is undoubtedly 

' Id uncover and {hake the falfe foundations, on which 

Iiis unawakened hearers build their hope. He mud 

Qiow them, that their partial, external, faithlefs 

o2>edience will never profit them. He muft decry 

their imaginary good works, tear their filthy rags of 

fancied righteoufncfs, fwecp away their refuges of 

Hes, and fcourge their confciences with the curfe of 

the law, 'till they fee their nakednefs, feel their 

nnlt, and receive the fentence of death, in themfclves; 

Then,- and not till then, will they (land on a level 

iridi the poor contrite Publican, and 

Groan the finner's only plea, 
« God be merciful to me !"J 

rWhen a preacher is engaged in that important 

md thanklefs bufmefs, how natural is it for him, 

sfpecially if he is yet young and unexperienced, to 

Irop (bme unguarded expreffions againft good works ; 

or at leaft not to make always a proper diftindion 

between the Pharifaical works of unbelief, which 

llaiah calls//^Ay rags, and the works of faith which 

our Lord calls good works f And how glad are his 

adverfaries, to nave fuch a plaufible pretence for 

throwing an odium upon him, by affirming that he 

explodes all forts of works, even ihofe for which our 

reward will be great in heaven /] 

6^ The devil fought againft our Reformers with 
fuch weapons. All the bocks that the Papifts wrote 
*g«nft them, rang with the charge of their turning 
j!^ works out of Chriftianity. ^ Hear good Bi- 
ftop Latimer, one of the beft livers that ever were: 
ionzoiUfay now^ ** Here is aU faith, faith ; but we hear 
^hing of good works :*' forjome carnal people make fuch 
(drnaloyeJUons like them/elves f &€• Sermon on twelfth 

Thus 
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Thus St. Peter, St. Paul, and our Reformers wcj 
accufed of defpifing sood works, becaufe they a 
alted Chrift, [and with an holy indignation tiaa 
pled upon the works of unbelief, which arc tb 
foundation of all Pharifaic hopes {] I rejoice to bi 
counted worthy of fufFering the fame reproach, witl 
fuch a cloud of faithful witneiTes. Nevertheldba 
the fcriptures fay, that we mud not la the good Uudk 
in us be tvilfpoken of^ I (hall advance fome aigument^ 
which, by God's blefling, will either convince oi 
ihame my accufers. 

You fay, [you, that are fet againft the do£lrtDeol 
falvation by faith :] ** that I preach againft good woit 
—that I run down good works, &c." but pray, di 
you know what good works are ? I am afraid you d 
not, or elfe you would not accufe me fo raihly 
give me leave therefore to inftru6b you in t& 
point. 

All divines agree, that good works are of thic 
forts: (i.) Works of/>i>/y towards God; <2.) Woi* 
of charity towards our neighbour ; and (3«) Works < 
fr^'denial towards ourfclvcs. 

In the firftclafs, which includes works ofpiety^ d 
vines rank public prayer in the church, famil] 
prayer in private houfes, and [meditation or] prival 
prayer in one's clofet : fmging pfalms, hymns, an 
fpiritual fongs : reading the bible and other goo 
books : hearing the word preached or expounded 
receiving the facraments: keeping the fabbath da 
and feftivals holy: confcfling Chrift before 
wicked world : and fufFering the lofs of one's eftat 
of one's good name, or life itfelf, for the gofpel 
fake. 

Now I appeal to every impartial hearer, yea ar 
to thy own confcience, O man, who accufeft me ' 
preaching againft goods works, whether I ever taug 
direftly or indirettly, that we ought not conftantly 
attend public worftiip, as well as private worm 
in our own houfes, and to perform fecret worfhip 
our clofets ;— Whether 1 ever fpoke againft fingii 

pfaln 



( 53 ) 

falms, hymns, and fpiritual fongs ; or againft read*' 
ig the bible and other good books :r- Whether I 
ver (o much as hinted, that we ought not to endea- 
our fo to difpatch our worldly bufinefs, as to hear 
if poflible] the word preached or expounded both 
Q Sundays and working days : — Whether I ever in- 
inatedi that we can live in the negleft of God's or- 
imances, and break his fabbaths, without bringing 
ipon ourfelves swift destruction : — And laflly, 
whether at any time I cried down fufFering re« 
proach for Chriil^ and parting with all things, even 
tife itfelf, to follow him and his do6^rine. 

Nay, do not you know in your own breafl;, that 
^ infi^mg upon thck good loorksj, and encouraging 
m I can to do them, is what makes me to be defpi« 
U and reje6fced by many, and perhaps by yourfelf ? 
How can you then, without wounding your own 
coofcience, accufe me of preaching againd good 
Wpiks ? Are you not rather the perfon that fpeaks 
againft them ? Are you not your/elf one of thofe who 
6y,that, " For their part they fee no need of fo many 
'* fermons, le6):ures, and facraments in the church : 
^ no need of fo much fmging, reading, prayings and 
'* jodly converfation in private houfes ; no need of 
^ mch ftriftnefs in keeping the fabbath-day holy, 

If you are one of them, you add detraction to in- 
fidelity, and bearing falfe teflimony to open pro- 
^ne^ [or Laodicean lukewarnefs.] You decry 
^ood works yourlclf by your words, and your exain- 
plc; and when you have done, you lay the fm at my 
TOor; you fay that I preach againft them ! O how 
will you reconcile this condu6):, I fhall not fay to' 
Chriftianity, but even to Heathen honefty ! 

In the fecond clafs of good works, divines place 
WoAs of charity ; and thefe are of two forts, fuch as 
^e done to the bodies, and fuch as are done to the 
kdt of men. The former arc [for the moft part] 
Numerated by our Lord, Mat, xxv. They conhft in 
pVu^ food to the hungry and drink to ik^xVm^^^ \ 



■\ 
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ill entertaining ftrangers, eafing the opprefTe 
iog the naked, attending the tick, vifiting 
ibners, [and burying the dead, From fcripti 
not from Pharifaical motives.] 

Now will any one afErm,tnat I everfpok( 
againft doing any one of thefe good works?— 
doing them in a wrong manner^ and to xororti 
have often fpoken ; and fo have all the pi 
who do not daub tkt wall with untanpered 
Chrift firft, Mat. vi. 2. St. Paul next, 1 Cor. 
ty 3* and our church after them ; fee the homil; 
ing. — But I a(k it again, Who ever heard i 
one word againft doing them ? On the contra 
I not declared again and again, that even a a 
water ^ given in Chrift's name, Jhould in no w\ 
reward — fhould certainly be rewarded with 
life ; [and do not fome of you know, that 
thefe two years, I have lofl many of my : 
friends, by making a (land for the evangel 
thinefs of the works of faith ?j 

As for works of mercy done to the fords 
fuch as [giving a Chriftian education to c 
dren and apprentices,] comforting the afHi^ 
couraging the dejefted, ftrengthning the weak 
ing the carclefs, Succouring the tempted, in 
the ignorant, [fympathizing with mourner: 
ing the ftubborn, reproving fin, flopping 
lity, rebuking profanenefs, and helping cia 
in the narrow way; it is known to many, 
name is ca(l out as evil by fabbath-breakers 
crs, and drunkards, for endeavouring to ' 
thefe good works myfelf, and to make oth< 
in them. 

And yd you, who poflibly ridicule all th< 
works, and dream of being faved without th< 
who do perhaps juft the reverfe of them, 1 
ning one another's hands in licentioufnefs j 
fanenefs, in (abbath-breaking, fwearing, or 
at every thing that looks like ferioufnefs ; yc 
me of oefpifing or difcountenancing good w< 
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' tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in Aflcelon, left 
the very Philiftines laugh at the glaring ircon- 
liilency of your words and conduft. 

Good works of the MtV^ clafs, relate to keeping 
under the flefh, and all its finful appetites. The 
chief of thefe works, arc a moderate ufe of meat, 
drink, and ileep ; felf- denial, fin apparel, furniture, 
and equipage ;~ chaftity [in all its branches; fubdu- 
ingour flotnful, rebellious flefh byj e^rlyrifing, ab- 
IBnence, fading ; [and, in a word, by taking up our 
imly crofs^ and following our abftemious, and yet la- 
borious Lord,2 

fPermit me to do as St. Paul — to ^eak as it were 
fto^kly in this confidence of boajiing.'] Have I not 
enforced the neceffity of thefe good works both pub- 
Wy andjromhoufe to houfe? Have you not fometimes 
e?cn gone away from this place of worfhip, fecretly 
(iifbleafed at my infifting fo much upon them ; com< 
plaining perhaps, '^ that I went too far, or that no 
oody could live up to what I preach ;" and making 
ahundred fuch remarks, inftead of meditating upon 
thefe words of our Lord : With man indeed it is impcjft' 
Utf hut with God all things are pojjible ? And yet you 
now complain that I do not preach up good works — 
Pray, my brethren, be confluent; keep to one point, 
and do not fay and unfay : I can no more be too 
ftri8:| and yet make too little of good works ; than 
I can go eaft and weft at the fame time. Only 
tlunk • . • . and you will perceive that your very 
complaints juftify me, that your fayings overturn 
one another, and that your own mouths prove you 

peruerje. 

You will probably fay, " Have we not heard you 
afirm more than once, that no body can be faved by 
his works : yea, that a man may go as conftantly to 
church, as the Pharifee did to the temple, be as vir- 
tuous as he was, pay tithes as exa6lly as he did, and 
^ damned ^her all? Can you deny having preached 
this doftrine twenty times ?*' 
. Deny it !— 'By no means. It is a dod:rine for 

F which, 
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which, God heing my helper, I am rcaci] 
the (lake. It is the very dodrtne, that I 1- 
bliihed in the former part of this difcoui 
then can I deny it ? 

Here methinks a Pharifee replies in ' 
*< Well then, you plead guihy to the cha 
confefs that you have preached twenty tim 
good works.*' 

p deny the conclufion.] Have you fl 
(landing enough to fee, there is a vaft difFe 
tween preaching again ft the merit of goo< 
and preaching againft.good works themfel 
tween laying, that obedience to the king* v 
get us the crown of Great-Britain, and 
that we owe the king no obedience? In 
between faying that good works will neve 
us heaven, fas the primary and ftn3;ly fpes 
ritorious caule of our falvation] and dech 
w c ought not to do good works ? Surely ; 
onal faculties are not fo impaired, but you 
ceive, thofe propofitions are by no mean 
fame import. 

If I fay, that eating will never make me i 
that drinking will never turn me into an at 
that doing my work will never take mc to 
heaven ; do I fo much as hint that eating 
drinking of no fervice, and doing my buf 
profitable? O how does prejudice blind c 
of reafon and religion ! How hardly does 
down with us, when we do not love it ! H 
ly do we drefs it up in a fool*s coat, that 
have fome pretence to defpife and rcjcft it I 

If you would fpeak according to JlriSl t 
brethren, you would not fay that I " preac 
good works, that I run down good worl 
which is amiftakcas I fhewed juft now : 
would fayj that I preach againji the nurit 
works in point of falvation : this is very true, 
and fo I am determined to do, by God's j 
long as I live. So did Chrift and his ape 
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do our articles and homilies; and fo the children of 
God have done in all ages. ^ Thofe of the Old 
Teftament [far from mentioning any proper merit of 
their own, cried out : Now mine eyejeeth thee, I abhor 
fnyjelfy and repent in dujt and ajhes^ Job. xlii. 5. 
Ivo is me for I am undone^ becaufe I am by nature, and 
have been by pra£^ice a man of unclean lips. Ifa. vt. 
5.] Thofe of the new, prayed to be found in Chrijt^ 
not having their awn [Pharifaic] righteoufnefs zvhich is by 
the law of works^ but the [evangelical] righteoufnefs 
Vfhich is byfaithin Jtfus Chrij^^ Phil. iii. 9. And thofe 
of our church profcfs, that They ar^ not worthy to 
giUher the crumbs under the Lord's table, and that they 
do not come to ii, trujling in their own righteoufnefs, or 
good works, but in God's manifold and great mercies^ 
through jWwJ Chrift .* fo far are they from thinking, 
that they fproperly] merit falvation [cither in whole 
or in part.J See Com, Service, 

jpip- Yea, I declare it as upon the houfe'topy of all 
ihe falfe do6lrines that ever came out of the pit of 
helly none has done fuch execution for Satan in the 
church of God [as the Pharifatc conceit that we have,, 
or may have any proper, original merit.] Stealing, 
driinkennefs, andf adultery have ilain their tkoufands ; 
but this damnable error, which is the very root of 
unbelief, its ten thoufands* .^ It blinded the Phari- 
fees, and hardened the Jews aginnfl: Chrid. It 
plunges into evcrlafling Bre all nominal Chridians, 
who kave a form of godlinefs, but deny the power thereof 

Yea, ftrange, as the affertion may feem to fome, 
this [pernicious error] feeds immorality, and fecretly 
nounfiies all manner of vice.^ Thefcripture tells us, 
t Cor. vi* 9, that neither fornicators^ nor effeminate^ 
neither thieves^ nor covetous, neither drankards nor revi' 
lerSf neither unrighteous nor extortioners^ fkall inherit the 
kingdom of God, Now how comes it to pafs, that fo 
many, who are guilty of one or another of thofe abo- 
minations, remain as eafy as if they were guiltlefs ? 
Why, this damnable notion, that the merit of their 
vorKS atones for the guilt of their fins, makes them 

Ft think 
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think, that they (hall do well enough in the encL 
^* I get drunk now and then, fays one, but I am - 
honeft."— " I opprefs or cheat my neighbour, fays 
another, but I go to church and facraxnent.'' — '' I 
love money or diverfions, fays a third, but I blels 
God, I am neither a thief nor a dmnkard,"-— " I 
am paflionate and fwear (bmetimes, fays a fourth, 
but my heart is good, and I never keep malice in 
my bread ; befides, I'll repent and mend fome time 
or other before I die." — Now the fum of all thofc 
pleas amounts to this : '' I do the devil's works, but 
I do good works too. I am guilty of one piece of 
wickednefs, but not of all : and I hope, that thro' 
the merit of the good which I do, and of the evil 
which I have left undone, Chrift will have mercy 
upon me." 

(j;^ Thus all our [Pharifaicj delays of convcr- 
fion, and all our remorfelefs going on in fm and 
wickednefs, are founded upon the do6lrine of [Pha^ 
rifaicj merits. Well then may our church call it 
** a dcvilijh dodtrine^ which is mere blafphemy againjt 
God' s mercy :" ado6lrine, which turns Chnft out of 
his throne [by refufing him the honour of being the 
meritorious caufe of our falvation :] a do&rine wbich 
[hy crooked ways] leads fir ft to licentioufnefs, as the 
condu6b of many, who cry up the merit of good 
works [fo called] too plainly (hews ; and next to 
Pharifaic morality and formality ; and from both, 
except converting grace prevent it, into endlefs 
mifery ; for, No doubt, fays bifhop Latimer in his 
fermon on the twelfth day, he that departeth out of this 
world in that opinion [or, as he expreflcs it in the fame 

Earagraph, thofe who ^* think to be faved by the laoft 
y the fiift covenant] " /hall never come to heaven :"jrt 
[For they fet their hearts againfl Chrid ; and, like 
the ob ft in ate Pharifees of old, not only miftake the 
works of unbelief for good works : but give them 
alfo the place of the primary^ meritorious caufe of eter- 
nal falvation ; when, if they were the works of 
faith, they would only be ^jecondary evidencing cauji 

of 
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Now, as fuch men cannot poflibly do tHis^. 
t the greated degree of fpi ritual pride, impe-^ 
, and unbelief; it is plain, that, if they die 
led in this grand antichriftian error, they can- 
faved I for St. Paul informs us that pride is. 
tmnation ofthedeinl; and our Lord declares, 
cpe we repent weJhalL allperijh^ and that htwho^ 
notjhail he damned.^ 

Fourth Part. 

ime to come to the laft thing propofedj which 
liow, why good works cannot deferve falva- 
whole or in part ; and to anfwer the old ca- 
f good works cannot fave us, why (hould we 
ourfclves about them ?" fin doing the former^ 
ittempt to give Pharifaijm a fihifbing (Iroke : 
loing the latter, I fhall endeavour to guard 
>tural doftrine of grace againfl: Antinomianifm^ 
prevails almoft as much among profefled. 
-s, as Pharifairm does among piofefTed Mo- 

Brli, that- good' works cannot meriublvation; 
much lefs altogether, I prove by the fbllow* 
iments.^ 

^c muft be wholly faved by the- covenant of 
)r by the covenant oi grace ; my text fliewing 
;arly, that a third covenant made up of merits, 
ing to the firft*,] and- divine mercy [accbrd- 
le fecond,] is as imaginary a thing in divi- 
a fifth element made up of fire and wates*^ 
e in natural philofophy; 
"here is lefs proportion between heavenly- 
ad our works, than between the fun and av 
it flies in the air : therefore to pretend, that 
11 avail towards fpurchafing or properly 
;] heaven, argues want of common -feme .as-, 
want of humility. 

od has wifely determined to (^ve proud m^Xk. 
that excludes boafting. Ggdisjufij andik^t 
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jufiifin of him that believes in Jtjus* Whtrt is boafiin 
then? fays the apoftle ; It is excluded^ anfwers he, 
By what covenant f By the covenant of works ? N0| 
kut by the lazaoffaith^hy the covenant of grace, whole 
condition is faith in Jefus Chrift. Therefore toe cai^ 
elude, fays he, that a man is jujlified by faitk^ xmUnd 
the toorks of the law. Rom. iii. 27, 28. If our good 
works delrrve the leaft part of our falvation, w« 
may juftly boaft that our ozon arm has got us that part 
of the vidory ; and we have reafon to glory in our* 
felves, contrary to the fcriptures, which fay, thtt 
every mouth muji befiopped^ that boajling is excluded^ aod 
that he who gwries. muJl glory in the Lord. 

[As 10 fey-exaltation, the mouth of Gabriel it not 
leU (hut before the throne, than that of Maty Mag- 
dalen. Therefore, if any out of hell glory in them- 
felves, it is only thofe felf-rightccus fons of Lucifer 
and Pride, to whom our Lord fays flill, You art if 
yoiir father the devil^ wkoje works ye do, YfhcnyefeA ft 
kill tnf, and glory in your/elves,^ 

(4) Our bffi works have fuch a mixture of imper* 
fiction, that they mull be atoned for, and made ac- 
ceptable by Chrifl's blood; fo far are they fromatoo* 
ing for the leafl fin, [and meriting our acceptance] 
before God. 

(5) If ever we did one truly good work, the m^ 
rit is not ours, but God's, who by his free grace 
*' prevented, accompanied, and followed us" in ^^ 
performance. For it is God, who of his good pU(4^ 
tvurhcth in us both to will and to do. Phil, ii, 1 2. Not * 
iays ihe apoflle, after mentioning his good works, ^ 
ike yr ace cf God in me, 1 Cor. xv. 10, compared wi^ 
James i. 17. 

(6) We perpetually fay at church : Glory be to t 
Father^ as Creator ; and to the Son, as Redeemer; ai^ 
to ihe Holy Ghoji, as San^'ficr. Chrift is then to hav 
all the glory of our redemption : But if our good work 
come in for any (hare in the purchafe of heaven, w 
mud come in alfo for fon-.c (hare of the glory of ou 
i redemption.] Thus Chrift will no longer be th 
only Redeemer: wc J[haUbcco-i^d<iemci^N*'\\VvVvATr 
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fcquently we fhall have a (hare in the doxo 
hich is a blafphsmous fuppofiiion, 
jr Lord himfelf dt^cidesthe qucftion in thofc 
bic words, fi^ When you have done Sill that is 
'.dyou; and where is the man that [according 
aw of innocencej has done [without intcr- 

I fliaJl not fay ali, but the one half of it? 
are unprofitable fervants. 4:5 Nowitisplain, 
'ojitable Jervants do not merit in whole or in 
fit down at their maftcr's table, and bead- 
s children to a (hare of his cftate. There- 
liod gives heaven to believers, it is entirely 
» his free mercy, [according to the law of 
rough the merits of Jefus Chrift, and not at 
igh the merits of our own works, 
fhall clofe thefe obfervations by St. Paul's 
rable argument* If righteoufnifs comes by the 
alvation comes by [ijic covenant of] works, 
fh died in vain. Gal. ii. 21. Whence it fol- 
t if it comes in part by the works of the law 
cencej partof Chrift's fufff rings were vain; 
fition which ends in the fame blafphemy 
the Mediator.] 

hat man might deferve any thing of God, 
5 footing of proper worth inefs, or merit of 
;nce, God (hould (land in need of fome thing, 
: is in man's power to bellow : but this is 
ly impoflible : for God be'mg /el/'/uficient in 
itc fulnefs, is far above any want ; and man 
lependent creature, every moment fupported 
[aker and Prcferver, has nothing, and can 
ng, to which God has not a far greater right 
n himfelf.^ This is what the apodle afTerfs 
e fays, 0ho has given Him first, and itjhali 
ienfed unto him again ? — But much more in 
arkable paffage ; Who maketh thee to differ from 

If thou faycft, The number of my talents 
proper ufe I have made of them : I afk aeaiD| 
e thee thofe talents ? And who fuperaddcd 
ifdono; and an opportunity to isD^YON^^tn^^ 
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-*Here we mud all give sloiy to God, and fay witb i 
St. James, Every good gift is /torn above, and conuAf 
ditonfrom the Father of lights, *' 

Upon this confideration the apoftle proceeds t»t- 
check the Chriftian Pharifrc thus; fVhat haft tkmr'[ 
thatHhou didft not received Xjui if thou didjt' receive i^ ■ 
iL'hy doji thou glory as if thou hadji not reaived it ^— ' 
^Vhence it follows, that though St. Paul bimfdtf - 
glories in, and hoa/ts oF his difintereflednefs, yet he ^ 
did not glory in that virtue as if he had not retmedit: [ 
No : he gave the original glory of it to Him of wAosiy ' 
through tuhom^ and to whom are all things. The gloiy 
of brftowing original gifts upon us belongs then to- 
God alone; and th« original glory of the humiUtf 
with which we receive, aiid of the faithfulnels, witL 
which vf^uh thofe gifts, belongs alio to him alone; 
although, in the very nature of things, we hive 
fuch a derived (hare of that glory, as gives room to the 
reafonabUnefs of divine reioatds. For why (hould one 
be rewarded more than another ; yea, why fliouU 
one be rewarded rather than punifhed, if derived 
faithfulnefs does not make him more rewardabUf 

As the preceding arguments [againft the propet' 
merit of works] will, 1 hope, abundantly fatisfy alK 
thofe who have not entirely caft away the Chriftian 
revelation, I pafs to the old obje6bion. " If good 
works cannot [merit us heaven,] or fave us, why 
ihould wc trouble ourfelves about them ?" 

I anfwer,' (i) (fJr We are to do good works, to 
(hew our obedience to our heavenly Father, j^ As 
a child obeys his parents, notXopurchafe their e&ite, 
•but becaufe he is their child [and does not chufe to 
be difinherited ;] fo believers obey God, not to get 
heaven for their wages; but, becaufe he is their Fa- 
ther, [and they would not provoke himto difinherit 
them. +] 

(2) Wo 

+ This argument is weak without the additions. Our Lord in- 
forms us that when the Father in the gofpel fays to his fair-fpoken 
child, Son, C?0 xjoork to dcnin my vineyard^ hetinfweiS) IfoSiff andgoes 
JUt \ And God bixnlielf Jaytj I kau€ nwri/h(4 mdbrwght n/ ch i la* 
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^ We are to abound in all good works, to be 
i before men [now, and before the Judge of 
earth in the great day;] and to fhew that our 
faving. St. James nrongly infifls upon this, 
i. i8. j|4) Shew me thy faith without thy works, 
> and I wiUJhew thee my faith by my works : That 
m faycli, thou had faith, [becaufe thou waft 
flified by faith ;] but thou doft not the works 
sliever : thou canii follow vanity, and con- I 

•> this evil world : thou can (I fwear or break i 

bath ; lie, cheat, or get drunk ; rail at thy J 

>ur, or live in uncleannefs: in a word, thou 

one or another of the devil's works* Thy 
iherefore give thee the lie, and fhew that thy 

[now like] the devil's faiih; for \^ faith 
wcrk% is deady how doubly dead mud faith with 
ks be ! + But / wiUfhew thee myfaithby my works 
eapodle, i. e. By conftantly abdaining fro 
i works, and iieadily walking in all foi'ts o 
orks, I will make thee confe is, that I am re- 
^rifi a new creature^ and that my faith is liv- 

1 genuine. 

)ur Saviour told his difciples,that they were 
io good works, not to purchafe heaven, but 
ers might be flirrcd up to ferve God. You 
lat have found the way of falvation by Chrid, 

light fo fhine before men, that even they, who 
ivil of the do£lrine of hiih, feeing your f^ood 
toy glorify your Father who is in heaven, ,^ Malt. 

I* We are to do good works out of gratitude 
to our dear Redeemer, who having [condi- 
] purchafed heaven for us with his precious 
j^ alks the fmall return of our love and obe- 
dience. 
they have rM/cd againji me. Wo to the parents, who 
I children, and have no power to cut oflF an entail ! 
lis fmgle claufc of my old fcrmon, (lands, Co will the 
and the Checks. But the whole argumeat is a mere 
man that wallows in adultery, murder, or incell, may 
true, juQifying faith, as David bad whcQ he killed 
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dience. If you love mt^ fays he, keep my commaadmtnts^ 
John xiv« 15. [This motive is noble, and continues 
powerful fo long as we keep our Jirft hue. But alas! 
It has little force wiih regard to the myriads, thatra* 
thtr fear than love God : And it has loft: its force in 
all tbofe, who have denied the faith^ ormadej/upwred 
of ity or caft off' thnr Jirft faith, and confequentlyiheir 
frft love. The multitude of thefe, in all ages, hat 
been innumerable. I fear, we might fay of juftified 1 
believers, what our Lotd did of the cleanfedf lepers: 
Were there not ten clean/ed ? but where are the nine ? Alas! 
like the apoftates mentioned by St. Paul, they an 
turned ajide after the flefh, after the world, after 
fables^ after Antinomian dotages, after vain jangling^ 
after Satan himfelf. i Tim. v. 15.] 

(5) ^c are to be careful to maintain good workf| 
phot only that we may not lofe our confidence ill 
Cod, 1 John iii. 19, &c. but alfo] that we may nou* 
rifh and increafe our falih or fpiritual life ; [^or, to 
ufe the language of St. James, that Jaith may wai 
zuith our works^ and that iy works our faith may bewiadt 
perfeEl.'] As a man [in health, who is + threatened by 
no danger,] does not walk that his walking may 
procure him life [or fave his life from deftru6tion:. 
but that he may preferve his health, and [add to' 
his a6livity : So a believer, does not walk in goo< 
works to get [an initial life of gtace, or a primary 
title to an] eternal life [of glory :] but to keep up 
and increafe the vigour of his faith, by which he 
has [already a title to, and the earneft of] eternal 
jife. For as the bed health without exercii'e is foon 
deftroyed, fo the (Irongeft faith without works will 
foon droop and die. Hence it is that St. Paul exhorts 
us to hold faith and a good confcience, which fome having pti 

awoff 

-f Formerly I did not conHder that as Noah walked into 
the ark, and Lot out of Sodom, to fave their lives ; fo fimiers are 
called to turn from their iniauity, and do that which is law£ul 
and right to lave their ^t//i o/tve. Nor did I obferve, that DiinU> 
are commanded to xuaik in good tcorks, left tlie dcUroyer overtake 
them, and thcv hccomc fons of perdition* However, in Babel, fuib 
capital ovcrfigbts did me << mwkcredit.^ 
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y refufing to walk in good worki| concetning 
avt made jhiptoreck,} 

fid^ We are not to do good works to obtaitl 
Q by them [as if they were the primary^ and 
K meritorious caufe of our falvation ] This proud, 
ridian motive would poifon the bed doings of 
sated faints, if^in^i could thus trample upon 
K>d of their Saviour : Such a wild conceit be- 
ly the Pharifee's cleaner way to hell. But we 
do them, becaufe they fhall be rewarded in 
3* J^ ^o underftand this we mull remember, 
iccording to the gofpel and our liturgy, God 
he kingdom of heaven to all believers : fbecaufe true 
r are always true workers: true faith always 
ig by love to God's commandments. . Next to 
then, to fpeak the language of fome injudicious 
»,] Faith atone^ when it works by lovef takes us 
ven : fOr rather, to avoid an apparent con- 
ion, I'aith and its works are the way to heaven zj 
s' there are dars of different magnitude in the 
ial heaven, fo alfoin the ipirituaU Some who, 
r« Paul, have eminently mined by the work of 
the patience of hope^ and the labour of love, fliali 
like the brighted ftars, [or.*, the fun:] and 
thers, who, like the dying thief and infants, 
had [little or] n6 time to (hew their faith [or 
ifs] by their works, (hall enjoy a lefs degree 
•rious blifs: But all diall afcribe the whole of 
alvation only to the mercy of God, the me* 
Chrid, and the efficacy of his blood end fpi* 
;9 according to St. John's vifion : t beheld, and 
eat multitude of all nations, and kindred, and people^ 
ngues, ftood before the throne^ with palms in their 
cloathed with robes, that they had wajhtd, and made 
n the blood of the Lamb : and [while our Lord fard 
m by his graeious looks, according to the <loc- 
>f fecondary, indrumental caufes, fValk with me 
te, for you are worthy, and inherit the kingdom 
td for you, for I was hungry and ye gave me nuat^ 
they cried [according to the dofituiv^ \)^ Y^v* 
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mary and properly meritorious caufes J not " Salva- 
tion to OUR endeavours and good works;" but Sd- 
vation to our God^ whofttieth upon the throne^ and uiA9 
€he Lamb for ever and ever, 

* [Thus, by iherulcs of celeftial courtefy, to which 
our Lord vouchfafes to fubmit in glory ; while the 
idAnXsjiifhly draw a veil over their works of faith, to ^ 
extol only their Saviour's merits; He, kindlv paffet 4 
over his own blood and righteoufnefs, to make men- 
tion only of their works and obedience. They^ fct- 
ting their Teal to the firft gofpeL-axiom,, fhout with 
great truth, ** Salvation to God and the Lamb ! And He, 
fetting his feal to the fecond gofpel-axiom, replies 
with great condefcenfion : Salvation to them that mi 
worthy! Eiernal/alvatiot} to all that obey me. Rcv.iiit 
Heb. V. 9,j 

* [Therefore, not\yith (landing the perpetual. af- 
faults of proud Pharifees, and of felf-humbled An- 
timonians; the two gofpel-axioms (land unfliakea 
upon the two fundamental, infeparable do£lfinesof 
faith and works — of proper merit in Chrift, andi(- 
rived worthinefs in his members* Penitent believers 
freely receive all from the God of grace aild roercyi 
through Ch rid; and humble workers freely return 
all to the God of holinefs and giory, through the 
fame adorable Mediator. Thus God has aUJthtkh 
nour of freely beftowing upon us a crown of righteoitf' 
nefs, in a way of judicious mercy and diilributive 
juftice ; while we, through grace^ have all the honowr 
of freely receiving it^ in a way of penitential faith and 
obedient gratitude. To him therefore, one Kternal 
Jehovah in Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be afcri- 
bed all the merit, honour, praife, and dominioDj 
zoorthy of a God, for ever and ever.] 

APPENDIX, 

• QHARP-fighted readers will fee by this fermon» 
O that nothing is more difEcult than rightly todi' 

vidt 
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ride the tuord of God, The ways of Truth and Error 
lie clofe together, though they never coincide^ 
When foroe preachers fay, that *• The road to hea- 
ven palTes very near the mouth of hell," they db not 
mean, that the road to heaven and the road to hell 
are one and the fame. If I aflert, that the' way of 
Truth runs parallel to the diich of Error, I by no 
means intend to confound them* Let Error therc'- 
forc come, in fame things, ever fo near.TVwM, yet 
it can no more be the Truths than a filthy ditch, that 
nins parallel to a good road, can be the road; 

Ir 18 often a thing little in appearance, that turns 
Ihe fcale of truth ; nevertheless, the difference be^ 
.Iween a fcale turned or not turned^ is as I'eal as the 
UtfFerence between ri^ht and rorong, I make thisob- 
(ervaiion : (i) To (hew that although my opponents 
tome very near me in feme things, and I go very 
near them in others, yet the difFerence between us 
ii as cfTential as the difference between truth and cr- 
tor: And (2) to remind them and myfelf, that we 
ought fo much the more. to exercife Chridian for^ 
bearance towards each other, as we find it difficult, 
whenever we do not (land upon our guard, to do 
juftice to every part of the Truth, without feeming 
to diilent even from ourfelves* However, our fhort 
fightednefs and twilight knowledge do not alter the 
nature of things. The truth of the anti-pharifaic and 
and-Crifpian gofpel is as immutable as its eternal 
Author; and whether I have marked out its boun<- 
^aries'with a tolerable degree of juftnefs or not, I 
muft fay as the 4ieath^n poet : 

Eft modus tn rebus, funt certi dehiqae fines, 
Quos ultra citra que ncquit confidere re6bum. f 

-f Truth is confined within her Brm bounds : nay, there is a 
middle line equally diftant from all extremes ; oa that line (he 
l^ands, and to nii(s her, you need only liep over it to the right 
haod or to the left. 

C • K SCRIF- A 
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SCRIPTURAL ESSAY 

On the rewardablenefs of Works according to tit 

Covenant of Grace; 

Co N T A I N I N G 

1. A Variety tf Scriptures^ zohich^ew, that He a'vem 
ITSELF is the gracious Reward ^ the works ^ 
Faithj and that Bekeverf may lofe that Reward by hii 
^0ry(j. — II* An Answer ^0 the moft plcufibk Oh' 
jeBions againjt this DoBrine, — IlL Somb Reflio* 
TioNs up<fn the unrtaJonaUenefs <>fthofey zoho /comit 
work with an eye to the Reward^ that Cid offers to ad- 
•cite us to Obedience. 

¥. 

First Part. 

HAVING particularly guarded in the prectediqg 
difcouife the dodrine of Salvation by the i^ 
Xfcnant of grace, and having endeavoured tofecuretbe 
foundation of the gofpel againil (he unwearied attachi 
of Phan^es%l (hall now particularly gusixd the WoRU 
oj Ikt covenant of grdcCi and by that means fecure tin 

fuperjlru£ture againfl the perpet^taf-f^ults of AntiiHr 
tnians ; a part of mjMKrork this, which is fo moch 
the more important^ as the ufe of a krongfoundMifiii 
is only to bear up an ufefui ftruAure. 

None but fools ad without motive. To depriire a 
wife man of ev<ery motive to a^ is to keep him ia 
total ina6:ion ; and to rob him of any grana mottv^ 
is to weaken hit wiUingnefs to aft, or bis fervoar ilk 
aiEiing. The love of God is undoubtedly the moft 

^neroosoqlive to obedience; Inthoufandsof weak 
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iTSf love is not yet well kindled ; it is rather 
\g JIax than a blazing fire; in thoufands of 
:an profeflbrs it is fcarce lukewarm ; and in all 
;s it is waxed cold. Therefore, in the prcfent, 
late of the church militant, it is as abfurd in 
jrs, to urge no motive of good works but 
i it would be in phyfic ians to infill, that a 
nach muft be the only motive, from which 
Itients ought to take either food or phyfic. 
Lord far from countenancing our refine- 
in this refpeft, perpetually fecurcs the prac- 
jood works by promijing heaven to all that per- 
n doing them ; while he deters us from fin, 
ittning deftruSiion to all that perfift in corn- 
it 5 w^orking thus alternately upon our hopes 
'/, thofe powerful fprings of aftion. 
force of this double incentive to pra6lical re- 
I greatly weakened; when, being carried 
y the flream of Solifidianifm, I rafhly faid in 
fermon, that " good works {hall be reward- 
saven and eternal life, although not with 
life and^eavcn." An Antinomian error 
bich I pul)Ii(^ renounce, and againfl: which 
the fbllowing proteft, 

I oracles of God command us to work from 
il life of gra^e^ for an eternal life oi glory i 
tly annexing the promife of heavenly blifslo 
'orks, and threatening all workers of iniquity 
iU>tormen(s; it follows, that heaven will be 
tious reward of good^ works, and hell the jufl 
' bad ones. 

lily grant however, that, if we cotifiderour- 
lerely as /tuners^ in the light of the /r/? gof- 
)m, and according to the covenant of works^ 
we have fo frequently broken; heaven is 
the GIFT of God through our Lord Jef us 
for, according to that covenant, deftrud:ion 
ages of all who hav« committed fin. But, if 
onverted tinners or obedient believers : and if 
idcT ourfelves^in the light oiihtfetond gofpel 



( 70 y 

axiom, and according to the covenant of graa 
unprejudiced perfon, who believes the bil 
allow that heaven is the gracious rewae: 
works of faith. 

An illuflration may help the reader to fee 
nefs of this di(lin£Uon — A charitable noblei 
charges the debts of ten infolvent prifoners, ( 
up in great or little farms, according to thei 
tive abilities; and laying down a thoufand 
before them, he fays: " I have already don 
for you, but I will do more flill. I freely § 
this purfe, to encourage your induftry, Y 
fhare this gold among you, if you manage yoi 
according to my direftions: but if you ! 
fields be over-run with thorns, you (liall not < 
the bounty I defignfor the indudriouSybut fc 
my preceding favours.*' Now who does i 
that the thoufand pounds thus laid down, < 
f:^ift of the nobleman; that neverthelefs, u 
performance of the condition he has fix< 
become a gracious reward of induftry ; and t 
fcquently, the obtaining of this reward turns 
tirclyupon the works of indujiry performed 
farmers. 

Tuft fo eternal falvation is ihc free gift of G 
JeiusChrift; and yet the obtaining of it [by 
turns entirely upon their works of faith ; that i 
their works as well as upon x\\t\v faith. He 
fcripture fays indifferently, He that believ 

KOT CONDEMNED; and. If thou DOEST WE 

ihou not be accepted ? All that believe an 
jied; and. He that worketh rip^hteoufntfs 
cepted. — Our Lord, fpeaking of a wecpin 
tent, fays equally : Her fins, which are many, 
given; for Jhe loved much', and, Thy fins 
given, thy faith hath faved thee. — As for St. Pa 
he always juftly excludes the works of unbel 
merely ceremonial works, yet he fo joinsy^j 
worAj of faith, as to (hew us, they are equall] 
fary to eternal falvation ; There is no condei 
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[kys he, to them that arc in Ckrijh by faith : [Here is 
the Pharifcc's portion] who walk not after theJleJJi^ 
hut after tkt Jpir it [Here is the Antinomian*s portion.] 
Hence it appears, that living faith now and always 
works righteoufnefs ; and that the works of righte- 
oufnefs now and always accompany faith, fo long as 
it remains living. 

' I know this x^ the do£lrine/ fays judicious Mr. 
Baxter, 'that will have the loudefl outcries raifed 
'againftit: and will make fome cry out, Herefy, 

* Popery, Socinianifm ! and what not ? For my own 
' part the Searcher of hearts knoweth, that not fin- 
' giilarity, or any good will to Popery provoketh me 

* to entertain it ; but that I have earneflly fought the 
' Lord's direfbion upon my knees, before I durfl ad- 

* venture on it; and thati refided the light of this con« 
^ clufion as long as I was able.* — May this bright teili- 
aioay make way for an illuminated cloud of prophets 
and apoftlesl'and may the fun of righteoufnefs ri- 
fing behind it, fo fcatter the (hades of error, that we 
may awake out of our Antinomian dreams, and fee 
a glorious, unclouded gofpel-.day ! 

That in fubordination to GhrL(l,our eternal falvation 
depends upon good works, ^. e. upon the works of 
faith, will appear indubitable to them that believe 
the bible, and candidly confider the following fcrip- 
tures, jin which- heaven and eternal life in glory 
are fufpended upon works^ if they fpring from a fm- 
cere Zif^ in the light of our difpenfation : I fay, if 
ihcy fpripgjrom true faithy it being abfolutely im- 
pQffible for an Heath^n^ and much more for a Chnf- 
\ia»f to work righteoufnefs without believing in 
fpmc dcgrtcthat God is, and that he is the.rewarder vj- 
tkem ihat diligentfy feek him, as well as the punifher of 
ihem that prefumptuoufly fm againfl him : For with- 
9tUjmth it is impoffible topUafe God ; all faithlefs works 
feringing merely from fupcrftition, like thofe of 
Baal's prieds, or from hypocrify like thofe of the 
iPharifec;;}. leaving thus guarded 2^ain the do&i^ine 
of j>Aii»VrJ produce fume of the many fcrip^urcs 

G 3. that 
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that direftly or indiieftly annex tlie above-mend^ 

oned reward to WOK Ks: And, 

(i) To confidenaioHt cowvtrfion^ and extrdfii^ 

ftloa to fodUnefs. — * Becaufe he CMi/(iferdEA» amatmni^ 

" dh away from all his tranfgreflions, Ac. he AiK 
furely Ar>€, he (hall net </tf.^ When the wicke^ 
man turndh away from his wickednefa, Ac. hH^ 
{hM/ave hisfouiaHve^'^'WheTefon ium youHelMj 
and Uve ye. — Exenife tl^J^unto godHneJs^ Sat kfl 
pTo6cable unto all things ; having the prooife of 
the lift that now is, and that v^fttcAtr to comeJ, 
(t) To doing themU of God. ^^ He that <ter Ae ^J 
of my Father, (hall enter into the kingdom of MK' 
ofcii,-.He that doa the will of God, Mdtikfirem^ 
^Whoibever (hall do the will of God, thefafliiJ j 
is my brother and )i/f^-— i. e. the fame is an Jfad* tf 1 
Ood, «nd ujoint-neir with ChirifL* •' 
(2D TodUtgent labour^ and eanuft e k de a^ott r t^^t \ 
man of God, lay kMon eternal lifc^^tFark Mtf jM!..i 
own Jaloation.'— Labour for the meat that endcuNfll 
to everlafiing life, — Inr fo doing thou (halt ySnif tln^ 
fclf.— Narrow is the gate that leads to ti/e.^-^Stfui 
to enter in.— The violent ^f^ into the kii^iUo 
of God, and take it by force. . ■• 

^4) To keeping the commandments. — * BlefifedWt'diey 
tnat do his commandments, Ac. that they ihay dh- 
ter through the gates into the city,* i. e. into het* 

vcn. If thou wilt enter into K^, keep the. 

commandments. "^"^ Thou haft anfwered ririit: 
This do and thou (halt iltrf.'^— ^There is one LkOh 
giver ^ who is able toTai/s^ and tb^rcjjr /^ [fome'rf 
whofc laws run thus : } ' » * Forgive, and Vjp BaXt 
be forgiven.— -ju31e(rcd arc the merciful, 4ot IhfcjT 
(hall obtain mercy^-^^-iBLTssEb are the piSm 
makers^ for they ^a/? i^ called the children -bf 
God,* [and, of courfc, the heirs of the kingdom.] 
The king (hall fay unto them, Come, ye bless£0 
of my Father, inhifi^ the kingdom prepared for yoq, 

• for I was huftj^ry m^ ye gave me meat, Ac, * 

Wbitfoeverye ^^, doit heartily, astothe I^ord, 
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knowing that of the Lord ye (hall receive the 
REWARD of the inheritance But he that does 

' wrong, {hall receive for the wrong which he 

^ bath donCf and there is no rerpe£i of petfons. 
(5) To tunning, /ghting, faithfully laying up trea^ 

furcin heaven^ uid feeding the flock of God, 'They 

* who run in a race, run all; but one receiveth 

* the prize : So run that you may obtain* Now they 

* are temperate in all things to obtain a corruptible 

* croian ; but we, an incorruptible. I therefore fo run 
« fi ght and bring my body into fubjeAion,* 

* [that 1 may obtain :] left I myfelf Ihould be caft 
' away :* i.e. fhould not be approved of, (hould be 
reje£led, and lofe my incorruptible crown, ' Fight 

* the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life. 

* Lay up treafure in ^ww«i.— Make yourfelves 
^ friends with the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that 

* when you fail, they may receive you into ever- 

* lafting habitations Charge them who are rich, 

* thai they do goody that they be rich in good works, 

* l^ng up in ftore for themfelves a good founda* 

* tioo again ft the time to come, that they may lay- 

* hM on eternal life. Feed the flock of God, &c. 

* being examples to the flock, and when the chief 

* Shepherd (hall appear, ye flwll receive the crown 
^ ^£^09^9 that fadeth not away.' 

(6) To a godly walk, ' There is no condemnation 

* to them, &c. that loalk not after the flefh — As- 
' many as walk according to this rule, mercy [be, or 

* will be] on them,— The Lord will give grace and- 

* fh^9 ^"^ "^ S^^ thing will he withhold fromu 
' them that walk uprightly. 

(7) To perfevering watchfulnefs, faithfuln^s, prayer ^ 
&c. ^ He that endureth unto the end, the fame fliall- 

* bc/flvtf£/.— Be faithful unto death, and J will give 

* thee the croa-n ©/"/r/Jr.— Bleffed is the man that 
' mdureih temptation, for when he is tried, he fhall 
' rqceive the crown of life — To him that overcometh^ 

* will t grant to fit with mc inmy throne, — To him 

• that 



( 74 ) 

* that heepdh my ntords unto the end, &c« will 

* give the morning liar.'^Takt heed to yourfelvcs 

* watch and pray always, that ye may be couBtec 
' worthy to efcape, &c. and to ^ and before the Son o 

* man.' In a word, 

(8) To patient continuance in mortifying the deeds oj 
the body, and in well doing. ' If ye live after the 

* flefh, yc {hall die; but if ye through the fpirit 

* mortify the deeds of the body, yc (hMlive — For 

* he that fozveth to his flefli, {hall of the (Icfh reap 

* perdition ; but he th?it Jbweth to the fpirit, {hall of 

* the fpirit reap life everlajting : And let us not be 
' weary in weU-doing, for in due feafon we {hall 

* REAt' [not, if we faint or not, but] * if we faint 

' not. He that reapeth receivcth wages^ and ga- 

' ihcreth fruit unto ^<rrf^«tf/.— Yc h^veyourfruii 
' unto holinefs, and the end everlaftina life.* God, 

* at the revelation of his righteous judgment, will reft- 

* der to every man according to his deeds : etemd 

* life to them, who, by patient continuance in wrf- 
' doing, feck for ^^ry,— Angaifh upon every foul 
' of man that does evil, &c. but glory to every man 

* that worketh good, &c, for there is no refpeft ol 
' perfons with God.' 

Is it not a{loni{hing, that, in fight of fo many 
plain fcriptures, the SoliHdians {hould {lill ndiculc 
the pa{rport of good works, and give it to the wind! 
as a " paper«kite ?** However, if the preceding 
texts do not appear fufficient, I can fend anothei 
volley of jgofpel. truths, to fhow that the initial fal 
vation of believers themfelves may h^ loft througl; 
bad works. 

* i know thy worksy &c. fo then beeaufe thou ar 

* lukewarm I will fpue thee out of my mouth. •— 

* Grudge not one againft another, brethren, left y< 

* i>e damned*" Tin the original it is the fame word, 
which is renoered damned, Mark xvi, t6.j- * If 

* wc fufFer, we fhall alfo reign with him : if we 
' fbelicTers] deny him, he will alfo deny m.-^Acfd 
Uo jour faith virtue^ &c, charity, &Cf if ye do the^e 
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* thtngsye (hall never fall, hrfodxi entrance (hall 

* be miniftered unto you abundantly into iheeverlaft- 

* ing kingdom of our Lord, It had been better iFor 

* them, that have efcaped the pollutions of the 

* world through the knowledge of our Saviour, [i. e, 

* for believers] ' not to have known the way of 

* righteoufnefsy than after they have known it, to 

* turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 

* them. — Every tree, that bringeth not forth good fruity 
^iscut dozon, and ca ft into the Ji re, -"Every branch 

* IN ME, that bearcth not fruit, my Father taketh 
<away — Abide in me, &c. If a man abide not in 
•me' []by keeping my commandments in faith] 

* he is caft forth as a branch, and is withered ; and' 

[he (hall (hall (hare the fate of the branches that 
ave really belonged to the natural vine, and now 
bear no more fruit] ^ men gather them, and caft 
^them into the fire, and they are burned.*— The fig- 
tieein the Lord's moral vineyard is cut down, for 
not bearing fruit, — * Him ihzt ftnneth 1 will blot out 

•of my book Some having put away a good con- 

^fdence^ concerning /ji'eA have m^kdc Jkipzoreck,—^ 

* Such as turn back to their own wickednefs, the 

* Lord (hall lead them forth with the evildoers. — To- 

* wards thee, goodnefs, if ( by continuing in obe- 

* dience] • thou continue in liis goodnefs, other wife 

* thou (halt be cut of.* 

Again, ' For" the wickednefs of their doings, I 

* will drive them out of my houfe, I will love them 

* no wortf,— -Some are already turned afide after Sa- 
< tan having damnation becaufe they have cajl of 

* thcir^r/Z faith —the faith that zcorks by love— the 

* myftery of faith kept in a pure con/cience-^^^ the 

* faith unfeigned* [that the apoftle couples with] « a 

* ffg^ confcience' the faith that cries like Rachel, 

Give me children, give me good works, or elfe I die 

-. the faith that faints without obedience, and 

aftually dies by bad works ; the following fcriptures 
abundantly proving that faith, and confequently the 
jujl who lives by faith J can die by bad works, 

•When 
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• When a righteous man + doth turn from hi* 
' fighteoufnefs^ and commit iniquity, &c. he (hall 

* DIE in his (in, and his righteoufne/s, which he has 

* done, fhall net be remembered.' Ezek. iii. 20- 

* Again, When the righteous^ &c. does according to 
' all the abominations that the wicked man does, fhall 

* he live f All his righteoufnejs^ that he has done^ 

* (hall not be mentioned ; in his trejpafs that he hath 
< trefpalTed, and in his Jin that he hath finned, in 

* them fhall he die,' £zek. xviii, 24.— Once 
more : * The righteoufnefs of the righteous fhall not 

* deliver him in the day of his iranfgteflion, &Ci 

* When I fay to the righteous^ that he ^M furely lm\ 

* J if he truft to his righteoufnefs, and commit iniqui- 

* ty he fhall dit for it.* Ezek. xxxiii. 1 g. 

It feems, that God forefeeing, the Solifidiahi 
would be hard of belief, notwithflanding the great 
ado they make about faith^ condefcended to their 

infirmity, 

"f That thii ii fpoken of a Wv<i ightcoui mani i. e« of a bclicveri 
■ppfarifrom ihe following rearnni \ (1) The 1 ightcoui heremrn- 
tioned) ii oppofcd to the tukkei meniioned in the context : Al 
furely then as the word wkktd means thert one rM/(y-wtcked, ^ 
does the word righttouj mean here one /rtf/f-rigbteoui. (a) The rigb* 
teous man's turning fiom his rii;htcoumefs, is oppofod to the 
wicked man's turnmg from his iniquity : If therefore. the tiahte- 
ous roan's righteoufnefs is to be underftood of/eiined^oodncftt^o 
the wicked man's iniquity mu(^ be undcrikooQ ot feigned iniquity, 
f.q] The crime of the risbteouaman h;re fpoken of is turning frm 
his righteoufnefs \ but if his righteoufnefs were only an hypocriticil 
righteoufnefs, be would rather dcferve to be commended f jr re« 
nouiicingit ; a wicked, fly pharifce being more odious to God 
than a barefaced finner, who has honefty enough not to put on the 
raafli of religion, Rev. iii, 15. — (4) Part of thisapofUte's A«ff^- 
ment will confift in not having tht rightoufnefs that he hu done re* 
membered : but if his righteoufnefs is a falfc righteoufnefs, or mrer 
hypocrify, the divine threatning proves a prcciousj&rOTii/tf; for 
you cannot plcafe an hypocrite better, than by alluring hirai 
that his hypocrify (hall never be remembered. What a pity is it," 
that, to defend our midakes we (hould iix egregious nonfcnfei 
and grofs contradi6tion upon the only wife God ? 

t TKcfe words are another mdubitahle proof, tliat the righteous 
here mentioned is a truly-righteous perfon; as the holy and iiue 
Cod would never fay to a wicked pharifce, that he fudi furel) 
live. 
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, and kindly fpoke (he fame thing over and 
)r fetting again the broad feal of heaven to 
1 that chiefly guards the fecond gofpel-axiom, 
for the fourth lime, < When the righteous 
; from his righteoufnefs, and committeth ini- 
he (hall even hie thereby : But if the wicked 
from his wickedncfs, and doth that which 
ful and right, he ihall livb thereby.* £zek, 
18, 19. 

ekiel is not allowed to be a com patent judge, 
ift hivnfelf be heard : ^ Then his Lord faid 
him: O thou wicked fervant, I forgave thee 
at debt, &c« Shouldefl not thou aifo have 
rompailion on thy fellow fervant, even as I 
»i(y on thee? And his Lord was wroth^ and 
^red him to the tormentor*.' Mat, xyiii. 
• 

he preceding fcriptures are thus fummed up 
Lord, Matt. xxv. 46, r^^£the perfons wbo 
3i finally done the works of (aiiih^JhaU go into 
ngpunijhmeut ; but the righteous [thofe who have 
I em to the end, at lead froi;n the time of their 
'crfion, if they were hsiQ^Qidcx%]fiaU go irUo 
^ife. This doarine agrees perfe&ly with the 
[ion of the fermon on the mount : Who/oeotr 
TH thefe fayings of mne^ and, doth them j I 
n him to avf\%E man, who built his houfe uAona 
nd every one that heareth thefe Jayings ofwime^ 
TH THEM NOT, JhaU. be likened unto a foolish 
iho built his houfe upon thefand, — Nay, this if 
8 explicit dod:rine : No words can be plainer 
tiefe : They that are in the graves JhaU hear his 
d come forth ; th^ that have j>one cood, unio 
rreEiionjof life ; and th^ that have done evil, 
; rtfurre&ion of conoimnation« John v. 99* 
eds therefore, like that of St. Athanafius, and 
1, mull end in pradice« This ia a grand, ar- 
f what might, with peculiar |MrQpnety, be 
\he ctLthohcfaith^^ihp faith that is common C«^ 
cntlal undar M the diipenlations jof tfie aiMr* 

^ lafting 
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laFling gofpcl, in all countries and ages—-** the faith 
which except a man believe faithfulij^^* i. c, ^ astc 
work right toufntfs like the gooid and fai*hfut fcrvant 
*« he cannot be favcd." 

Second Part. 

As fbme difficulties probably rife in the rcadcr'i 
mind again ft the preceding do£brine, it may not be 
amifs to produce them in the form of objeAions, and 
to anfwer them more fully than I have yet done. 

Ob J. ** You confound our title to^ with our mat- 
nefs for heaven, two things which we carefully dif' 
tinguifh. Our tiiit to heaven being folely what 
Chrift has done and fuftered for his people, has no- 
thing to do with either our holinefs or good worksi 
but, our meeinefs for heaven fuppofes holinefs, if iroi 
good works. Therefore, God's unconverted finful 
people, who have in Chrift a complete ^z^^tohtt* 
vcn by right of ^ finijhtdjaivation^ shall all be made 
fmtt for heaven i» the day of his power." 

Aks. (i) I underftand you, and fo does Mr.Ful- 
fome. You infinuate, that till the day you fpcak 
of comes, unconverted fintiers, and back Aiders may 
indulge themfelveslike the fcrvant mentioned in the 
gOfpe), who faid, My majkr dtlaytth his comings tui 
began to drink with the drunken ; but alas ! inftead of 
^' a day of power," he faw a day of vengeance, and 
his ^^Jinijhedjdlvation'* (fo called) ended in weeping] 
wailing, and gnafhing of teeth. 

(2) Your diflinftion is . contrary to the ^n^/ietef 
which reprefent alL impenitent workers of iniquit] 

. as having a/u// titU to Afi/ according to both law atit 
• gofpe) ; fo far are the oracles of God from fuppoiing 
that^^m^ woikefsof iniquity have 2 full title to heavtH 
ebfolutely independent on the obedience of faith. 

(3) ft is Contrary to reafan \ for reafon dilates tha 

whoioever has a full tiTle to z puni/hmntt or to a ^ 

wardf is fully meet for it. Where is the differeno 

-between Ayingi that a mutdcret itfidlj meet for o; 
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i has afuUtitU to the gallows? If a palace 
FurDiihed was beflowed upon the moftrighte- 
n in the kingdom, and you were the perfon ; 

it not be abfurd to diftinguiOi between your 

and yoMv nuetni/s for that recom pence? Or, 
king, in confcquence of a valuable coofidera- 
ceived from the prince, had promifed a corb- 
every fwift runner in £ngland, next to the 
'sinterpofitionandhismajefLy'spromifeyWould 
ur running well be at once your title to, and 
r for that honour? And is not this the cafe, with 
; to the incorruptible crowns referved in hea- 
r thofe, M^hofo run that they may obtain f 
four didindion draws after it the mo(l horrid 
uences : for if aJuUtitlt to heaven may be fe- 
i from a vxutnfjs for the btofft place in heaven^ 
{Tariiy follows, That Solomon had SLfuUtitlt 
i^en when he worfhippedAihtaroth ; and the 
lous Corinthian, when he defiled his fathe.'a 
n flat oppoiition to the diftates of every man's 
ence ("if you except Mr. Fulfome and his fra- 
'.] It follows, that St. Paul told a grofs un- 

when he faid. This yc know^ that no idotator^ 
> unclean per f on, hath any inheritanccin the king* 
Chrift and cf God — In a word, it follows, that 
ers /anSliJied with the blood of the covenant^ zoha 
ack to perdition, [fuch as the apoftates men- 
, Heb. X. 29.] may have no title to heaven in 
eir fanftifying faith ; while fome impenitei^t 
^rcrs, like David and ManafTes, have a perfe6b 
• it in all their crimes and unbelief* 
This is not all : Our Lord's mark, By their fruit 
Iknowthenty is abfolutely wrong if you are right : 
ur diflindion abolifhes the grand chara^eriftic 
i children of God, and thofe of the deyrl, 

confifts in not committing or committing iniquity y 
\g or not doing righteoufnefs, according to thefe 
words oF St. John, He that committethfin is of the 
in this the children of God aremanifeft, and thechildren 
'vUi zohofoever DOES not rightcouJhejfs^isvoTofGod^ 

H neither 
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neitfur U that bvdh not (much lefs he that murdei^ ^ 
his brother^ i John iti. 8, to.— Thus thcLord'ifih j 
cred enclofure is broken down, hit (heepFold be^ j 
comes a fold for goals, a dog-kennel, a fwine fty«— f 
Nay, for what you know, all bloody adulterers may- < 
htjiuep in wolves cUathing; while all tht/c that hsoc ■- 
ejcaped the poilution that is tn the world, may only It ' 
wolves in SHI E p's cloathing ; it mattering not, m itb re- - 
gard to the goodnefs of our title to heaven, whether * 
fiUhinefs to Bdialf or hoUnefs to the Lord be written up* ^ 
on our foreheads. O Sir, how much more danje- 
rous is your fcheme, than that of the primitive B»- : 
bel-buiiders! I'hey only brought on a confufionrf 
the original language ; but your dodrine confoundi \ 
light and darknefs, promises and threacnings, the 
heirs of heaven and thofe of hell, the feed of the : 
woman and that oF the ferpent, 

(6) As to your intimation, that holinefs isfecured 
by teaching, that God's people shall abfolutdf k 
made willing to forfake their (ins, and to become 
righteous in the day of God's power, thatfbthcy 
may have a meet nefs for, as well as a title to heaven; 
it drags after it this horrid coofequence : The devil's 
people ^' in the day of. God*s power,' shall akfo* 
lutely bcmade willing to forfake their righteoufnefi, that 
they may have a mednejs for, as well as a title toYi^x 
a hitter revcrfc this of your ^^ Jweet Gofpell** 

To conclude: If byyourdiuin6^ionyou only want 
to infmuate, that Chriil is the grand, and properly- 
meritorious procurer of our fa! vation from Hrft to laft; 
and that the works of faith are only a fecondary, in« 
ftrumental, evidencing caufe of our ^na/ falvation, 
you mean juflas 1 do. But if you give the world to 
underfland, that ele6lion to eternal glory is uncondi* 
tional, or, which comes all to one, that no sin can 
invalidate our title to heaven ; from the preceding 
obfervations it appears, that you deceive the fimple, 
make Chrift the minilier of fin, and inadvertently 
poifon the Church with the ranked Antinomianifm. 

IIU Obj. " You call the works of Chrift the pri- 
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* 

MARY, and properly meritorious caufe, and our works 
of faith the SECONDARY and inftrumental caufe of 
our rtrrn^z/ falvation. But according to your doc- 
trine, <?Kr works ftiould be called i\itjirft caufe, and 
Ckrifi'h work ihc Jtcond\ for you make the final fuc- 
ceft of Ckrtfi'g work, to depend upon our work ; 
which is manifeflly fetting our performances above 
thofc of the Redeemer." 

* Answer: (i) When a gardener affirms, that 
he (hall have no crop unlefs he digs and fets 
bis garden, does he manifeflly fet hit work above 
that of the God of nature p And when we fay, that 
'* we (hall not reap fnai falvation, if we do not 
work out our falvation," do we exalt ourfelves 
above the God of grace ? 

(s) Whether our free-agency turns the fcale for 
life or death, to all eternity Chrid will have the ho- 
VQur of having died to bellow an initial life of grace 
even upon thofe, who chufe death in the error of 
their ways, and to have made them gracious and fin- 
cere offers of an eternal life of glory. In this (enfe 
then, Chrid's work cannot be rendered ineffectual; 
it being his abfolute decree, that the word of bis grace 
(hall be the favour of life to obedient Jth- 
ogtnts, and the favour of death to the dllbbedienr. 
Therefore, if we wilt not have the eternal benefit of 
his redeeming work, we cannot tak« from him th« 
eternal honour of having (hed his blood even for 
thsfe, who tread it under foot, and who bring upon 
themfdoesjwift destruction by denying the Lord that 

lOUCUT THXM. 

* 3) Chrift is not diAionoured by the do3:rine 
that reprefents the efFeft of the greater wheel, as be- 
ing thus ivpart fufpended upon the turning of the lefs. 
The light of the fun (hines in vain for me, if I (hut 
by tyct. Life is a far nobler gift. than food; I can 
give my flarving neighbour bread, but I cannot give 
him life : Neverthelefs, the higher wheel (lops, if the 
inferior is quite at a (land ; he muft die if he has no 
nourifhmsnt* Thus, by God's appointment, the pre- 

H a fcxN^Nx^xv 
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fcrvation of all the firft born of the Ifraelitcs ie 
Egypt dcfpended upon the fptinkling of a Lamb's 
blood; the life of all them that vrcre bitten by the 
fiery ferpents, was fufpended on a look towards the 
brazen fcrpcnt ; and that of Rahab and her friends 
hung, if I may fofpeak,ona (carlet thread. — Now, if 
C^od did net diftionour his wifdom, when he made 
the life offo many people to depend upon fhofefecm- 
ingly infigni Scant works ; and if he continues to.makc 
the life of all mankind depend upon Breathing; is it 
rcafonable tofay, that he is difhonouredby his offn 
doftrine, which fufpends our eternalXa\v 2ition uQn 
the works of faith ? 




faith zrt not one an^...^ ^, — 

[hen can we reconcile the apoftlc wiih'"himfeH.: 
** when he fays in one place, We arejuflijied by Ckr^ 
" and in another, v/earejufttfied by faith F ThisciBj 
" only be done by having recourfe to the plain dtte 
" tinftion, which the fcriptures afford us, in conff- 
*• dering Chrift as the meritorious cayfe, and faith as 
" the in jfiru'mental caufgf or ih^ifhy which the wm'^* 
** rious cavfe is applied unto us, fo that we are bcne- 
•** fited thereby." — Now all our hercfy confifts in ap- 
plying Mr. M.'s judicious., reafoninflr to all the 
fcriptures, that guard the fecond gofpe'l axiom, thus: 

* How can we reconcile the apollle with himfcW, 

* when he fays in one place, Wearefavedby Chrift 
-' and in other places. We are faved by faith, tve aft 

« faved by hope — Work out your own filvation — tonfefion 

* is madeto/alvafiony &c. for Chrirt 2nd fait h^ Chrift 

* ^nd hppe^ Chrift and works^ Chrift and makinffCOft 

* feffion are not one and the fame thing ? This feeiii' 

* inginconfiftencv in St. Paul's do6hine vanifhcib] 

* admitting a pl^ diftinftion, which the fcripturC! 

* afford us: that is, i. By conhdering CAW/?» ^o" 

* firft tolaft, as the properly-meritorious caw/^ of ou 

* prefent and eternal falvation : 2. By conftdcrin 
•/fli^Aasthe infirummtal cause of our falvation fiW 
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the guilt aod pollution of (in on earth : And 3. by 
coniidering the works oF faith, not only' as the evi- 
dencing cause of our juftification in the great day, 
but alfo as an injtrumtntal cause of our continuing 
, in the life of faith ; juft as eating, drinking, breath- 
ing, and fuch works, that fpring from natural life, 
are inftrumental caufes of our continuing in natural 
life.' TYias faithy and its works^ are two inferior 
CAUSES, whereby the properly-meritorious cause 
is fo completely applied to obedient, perfevering 
ibelievers, that they are now, and for ever (hall be 
•benefited by it. 

iV. Ob J. " Though youaffert, that, from firft to 
i&,.the works and fufferings of Chrift are the grand, 
nd properly*meritorious cauji of our ialvation ; yet, 
CGOrding to your fcheme, man having a life of glory 
fon bi*^ choice^ and heaven upon working out his fal- 
^ttion, the honour oi freeg^acc is not fecured. For, 
Iter all,/r^ wiU and human fatthfulnefs, or unFailh- 
ilnels, turn the fcale for eternal falvSition or damna- 
on« 

• Ans. (1.) In the very nature of things we are 
ee-agents, or the wife and righteous God would ad: 
con hftently with hiswifdomand equity in difpenfing 
vanirand pumjhnunts. If, through thefaving grace 
God which has appeared to all men^ we were not 
;aiin endued with an awful power to chufe life, and 
I be faithful, it would be as injudicious to pumjh or 
wmpenft mankind, as to whip a dead hor(c fur not 
oving, damn fire for burning, or grant water 4n 
ernal reward for its fluidity. .(2.} Were I afhamed 
'my moral firee-agency, 1 (hould be afhamed of the 
>ble power that didinguilhes me from the brute 
eation.— I (hould be afhamed of the 0!d Tefta- 
cnt, and of Mofes, who fays : Behold, I call heaven 
\d earth to record, that I havefet before you. life and 
ath, blejjing andcur/tng, therefore chvse life, — I Ihould 
I a(hamed of the New Teftanient, and of Chrifl, 
ho complains. You will not come untomt that you 
ght have Ufe^ i. e. You will not ufc the power. 



\^.^ 



.V-' 



( 84 ) 

• 

ivKich my preventing grace has given you, that ya 
might live here a life of faith and holinefs, and fa 
hereafter rewarded with a life ofhappinefs and glor] 
— I n a word, I ftiould give up tnfe fecond gofpc 
axiom, and tacitly reproach my*>.Maker, who fayi 
Why rt'iUye die^ houfe of Ifrad 1^ for I havenopUc^u 
in the death of him that dieth ; toherefort turn yourjdot 
and live ye* 

• (3 .) To convince you, ihait free^agencyy and a rijl 
ufe of it, are by no means incon(i(lent with divii 
grace and genuine humility, I a(k, Did not Godd 
due our firft parents with free mil? Are not cv< 
fome rigid Calvinifts aihamed to deny it ? Kfreew 
-in man is a power i^onourable to God, did not 01 
wife Creator miftaktf'when he pronounced man ve 
good, at the very time, man was a free-wilkr? Fc 
how could man hcyery.goody if he had within hitn 
power that veceffai^ militates againft the honour 
God, as the Calvinifts SLfErmJree-toill does ? 

* (4.) I go one ftep farther and a{k, Did God ev 
endue one child of Adam with power to avoid one fii 
— If you f^y, No: you contradift the fcriptun 
your own confcience, and the confciences of 1 
.mankind ; you fix the blot of folly on all the judg 

who hdLVG judicially punifhed malcfaftorg with deal 
and, when you inlinuate, that the Lawgiver of t 
univcrfe will fend all workers of iniquity into he 
for not doing what is lawjul and right to foot their ft 
live J or for not avoiding fm, when he never gj 
tliem the leaft power perfonally fo to do ; you p< 
dlmoft as much contempt upon his peife6lions, a 
you faid, that he will one day raife all creeping 
rc6ls, to judge them according to their flebs, and toe 
into a place of torment as many as did not mov< 
fwiftly as a race horfe, 

* If you anfwer in the affirmative, that God 
gracioufly endued one child of Adam with powei 
avoid one fin, fo f at you hold/r« zvi^ a^ well as ^ 
fes and Jcfus Chrift, Now if God has beftowcd 
n'JJi upon one child of Adam with refpeft to 
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avoiding of one Cm; why not upon two^ with refpeA 
tothe avoiding of /a;i? (ins ? Why not upon all, with 
refpe£l to the avgj^JMjIlf of all the lins, that are incom- 
patible with 'lEcobcdience of faith ? 
- (5.) Again, as it would be abfurd to fay, that God 
gave a power to avoid one fm, only to one child of 
Adam : (b it would be impious to fuppofc, God gave 
lum this power, that, in cafe he faithfully ufed it, he 
flioold n^effarily boaft of it. Pharifaic beading is 
then by no means the iiecejfary confequence of our 
moral liberty, or of a proper ufc of our Jree-zvilL Thus 
it appears, that your fpecious obje6iion is founded 
Upon an heap of paradoxes; and that to embrace 
free wrath left we fhould not make enough of free 
grace^ and to jump into fatalifm left we would be 
proud of OUT free-win, is not lefs abfurd than to run 
lo an houfe of ill fame left we fhould be proud of 
ODT chaftity. 

* (6.) Our do6^rine fecures the honour of free grace 
as well as Calvinifm. You will be convinced of ir, 
if ybu coniider the following articles of our creed 
Vith refpeft to free grace, (i.) Before the fall, the 
,fne grace of our Creator gave us in Adam holincfs, 
happinefs, and a power to continue in both.— (2.) 
Since the fall, the free grace of our Redeemer indulges 
us with a reprieve, an accepted time, a day of vift- 
tation and falvation ; in a word, with a better cove- 
nant, and a free gift, that is come upon all men ujito 
[imtiaLV]juftification of life, Rom. v. i8. — (3.) That 
nothing may be wanting on God's part, the free grace 
of our SanBifier excites us to make a proper ufe of the 
free gift, part of which is moral lilterty, — (4.) Thus, 
-even our free will to good is all of creating, redeem- 
ing, and fanftifying grace : therefore, with regard 
to that glorious power, as well as to every other ta- 
lent, we humbly afk with St. Paul, IVhat haf thou, 
that thou hafi not received ? — (5.) This is not all : we 
are commanded to account the longfuffering of God [a 
degree ofj salvation; and fo it is: for without 
forcing/ or necefTurily inclining our viiU.^ Oo^*%^tq- 
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•idtntialfru grace difpofes a thoufand circumflances in 
fuch a manner, as to fecond the callsof theever]aft< 
ing gofpcl. The gracious Preserver of men worki 
daily a thoufand wonders to keep us out of the gravc^ 
and out of hell : a thoufand wheels have turned tea 
thoufand times in and out of the church, to bring uf 
the pureft dreams of gofpel truth. Countlefs br^tb- 
ings of the/pirit of grace add virtue to thofe ftrcami; 
free irace therefore not only prevcntSfbut alio in 
numberlefs ways accompanies, follows, cUrefis, en? 
courages, and a (lids us m aUihe work of our frlva* - 
tion. ,- . , 

* And yet, 'while God thus works in «/, as tht i 
God of all grace, both to will and to do of his geof 
pUaJure ; that is, while he thus gives us the fiKullff 
to ti'illy and the power to do; and while he lecretl^ ' 
by his Spirit, and publicly by his miniders and piD* 
vidences, excites us to make a proper ufe of that .' 
faculty ^nd power; yet, as the God of wifdom, hi^ 
nefs, and judice, he leaves the aS to our choice; ■ 
thus treating us as rational creatures, whom he Uk' 
tends wifely to reward or judly to punifh accokO' 
ING TO THEIR works, and not according to his 
0wn. 

* Hence it appears, that we go every ftep of the 
way with our Calvinid brethren, while they exalt 
Chrid and free grace in a rational and fcriptural man- 
ner; and that we refufe to follow them only when 
they fet Chrid at nought as a Prophet, a LawgivcTi 
a Judge, and a King ; under pretence of extolling 
him as a pried; or when they put wanton free- 
grace, and unrelenting free-wrath^ in the place 
of the genuine free-grace tedified of in the icrip- 
tures. 

V, Orj. " One more difficulty remains: if I. 
freelv c/?ey the gofpel and imfaved ; and if my neigh- 
bour freely difobeys it, and is 'damned, what makes 
me to differ from him ? Is it not my free obedience 
•f faith r'" 

* Ans« Undoubtedly : and his free difobedience 

x(\a,kes 
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ices him differ from you: or it would be very ab- 
1 JUDICIALLY to acquit and reward you rather 
n him according to YOVK works. And it would be 
nge duplicity to condemn and puniih him rather 
nyou in a day of judgment, after the moll folemn 
teftations, that equity and impartiality fball dic- 
j the Judge's fentence, 

' As to the difficulty ariiing from St. Paul's queP- 
1, 1 Cor. iv. 7. Who maketh thee to differ? To what 
ave faid about it in the preceding fermon, I add : 
I According to the covenant of works all Jail fiort 
he glory of God : and when any one alks, with re- 
ft to the law of innocence. fVho makes thee to dif- 
f The proper anfwer is, ** There is no difference : 
y mouth miifi be flopped : all the toorld is guilty before 
I Enter not into judgment with thy fervant, 

'd** rBut, according to the covenant of grace, 

that freely believes and obeys in the ftrength of 
grace ^ undoubtedly makes himiclf to differ from 
1, that by obftinate difobedience does defpite to the 
it of grace. If thiis point is given up. the Diana 
1 the Apollo, or rather the Apollyon of the 
tinomians [I mean wanton free-grace and 
rcilefs free-wrath3 are fet up for ever. How- 
r, 

2.) If the queftion, Who maketh thee to differ? Is 
ed with reipeft to the number of our talents^ the 
►per anfwer is, " God's diftinguifhing grace alone 
keth us to differ." And that this is the fenfe, 
ich the apoftle had in view, is evident from the 
itext. He had before reproved the Corinthians 
faying every one^ I am of Paul^ and I of Apollos, 
:. and now he adds, Thefe things J have in a figure 
nsf erred to myfelf and to ApoUos^ that ye might learn 
us not to think [of gifted, popular men, or of 
urfelves] above that which is written^ that no one of 
\ be puffed up one agaivft another ; for who maketh 
eto differ ? Why is thy perfon graceful? And why 
thou naturally an eloquent man like ApoUos^ whilft 

thy 
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thy hroihefs/peech is rude^ and Am bodify prtjauu tatok 
and contemptibk like mine ? But, 

* (sO if you afk, Wko maketk thee to differ f With 
relped: to ihe imprcwmttd or npn-ttrnpreevtment of our 
gifts and graces : if you enquire, whether God Mr 
cejuates ft>me to difbelieve, that tkey may neceffarify 
An and be damned ; while he necefitates others to 
believe, that they may neceffarilj work righteoufineft 
and be faved; I utterly deny the laft alTertion, mi 
in this fenfe St. Paul anfwers his own mifapplied 
queftion thus. Be yiot deceived : what a man fnot 
what God) foweth^ thaijhall he alforeapy perdition itke 
ibweth to the ilefh, and eternal life it he foweth to 
the fpirit. Nor am I either afraid or afhamed to fe- 
cond him by faying upon the walls of Jerufakoii 
that in the laft-mentioned fenfe. We make x>VM^ 
SELVES to differ. And (cripture, reafon, cbnfcieacCi 
the divine perfeffcions, and the trump of C*^ 
which will foon fummon us to judgment^ teiHfy, thU 
this reply ftands as £rm as one half of the bihle^and 
the fecond gofpel-axiom, on which it is immoveaUy 
founded. 

* Nay, there is tx)t a promife or a threatningid 
the bible, that is not a proof of our Lawgiver's want 
of wifdom, or of our Judged want of equity, if we 
are not gracioufly endued with a capacity to make 
ourfelves differ from the obftinate violater^ of the 
law, and defpifers of the gofpel— that is, if we are 
not Jret agents. There is not an exhortation, a 
warning, or an entreaty in the {acred pages, that it 
not a demonibratton of the pen-man's /#/^, or of the 
freedom of our will. I41 a word, there is not a finner 
juftly punijhed in hell^ or a believer wifely retuarded 
m heaven, that does not indi redly fay to all the 
world of rationals : * Though the God of grace 

* draws thee to obedience ; yet it is with the bands tf 
' a man* For, after all, he leaves thee in the hand if 

* thy counfel^ to keep the commandments, and perform 
^acceptable obedience if thou wilt. Before mam is 

« life 
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deathi and whetfier km liksth^ JtuUl be givtn 
^cclefi XV. 14, Ac, 
, although your obedience of faith ma^esyou 

from your condemned neighbour, you have 
n to rcjeQ: the Jirfi gofpel-axioih, and to in- 
ffoafiing f contrary to faith and free grace : 
•r Chnftian faitk^ which is the root of your 
ce, is peculiarly the givt of God; whelhcr 
ider it as to its prtcious seed [the toord nigh :) 
glorious OBJECT [Chrijt and the truth :) as lo 
9 S| by which that obje^ is revealed (fuch as 
and hearing:) as to the opportunities 
tTLTiss of uiing thofe means (fuch as iife^ 
>c) or as to the Spirit of grace, whofc 
a in this cafe is fo important, that he is called- 
f of faith* — And yet tha# fjoirit does not aft 
^ ; all believers freely yielding to it, and all 
^^m freely rcfifting it; fo far only does the 
^n upon/ree will. Thus it appears, that al- 
though 

TcU a twofold g/of)ing ; the one Pharifaic and contrary 
of this St. Paul fpcaks, where he fays, Boasting u ex* 
^z, by the law of faith ^ Rom. iii; 27. The other, evange- 
agreeable to faith; fmce it is a believer's holy triumph 
refultingfrom cheteftimony of a good coofcience. Con- 
it the Apoftle fays, Let every mem prove his mm umky and 
h§ hmte rej0i:ing (so AtT in a) in himjeifakne, and not in 
ial vi. 4. (The word in tlie original is KaueAefis ia one 
and Kauchema in the other.) Thcfc feemingly contrary 
are highly conQftent; their oppofition anfwering to that 
fpel-axioms. Thefirft axiom allows of no glorying but 
, who has alone fulfilled the law of works, or the terms of 
covenant : But the fecond axiom allows obedient be- 
1 humble Kauchema, upon their pcrfonaily fulfilling the 
tith, or the gracious terms of the fecond covenant, a Cor. 
fiis Kauchema anfwers to what St. Paul calls the wiinefs 
m fl>irit, or the teftimony of a good confcience ; whicli, next 
itnefs of the word andf fpirit concerning God's mercy 
id's blood, is the ground of a ChriiUan's confidence. 
if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence towards 
, becaufe we keep his commandments, i John iii. ei, 22. And 
»nifhing! tliisbleded Kauchema, fo Orongly recommended 
"aul and St. John, who, one would think, knew fome- 
the gofpeU is now leprefcntcd by fouve modciti tN^iu^t- 
tbe quiatclfeocc of PhuriCAifax I 
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though the a3 of faith is ^urs, we are (b much in 
debted to free grace for it, that believers can no mor 
boaft of being their own y^z/i^ttrj, becaufe they dail 
believe 2>xid work in order to their final falvation; thai 
they can boaft of being cheir own prefervers^ becau£ 
they daily breathe and eat in order to their continuci 
prefervation. 

On the other hand, although your condemned 
neighbour's difobedience makes him differ froa 
you, he has no reafon to reje£l the fecond gofpel* 
axiom, and to exculpate himfelf by charging heaven 
with capricious partiality and horrid free-wrath ; be* 
caufe God, whofe mercy is over all his works, 4Ik1 
who is no refpeder of pedbns, gracioudy bedowed 
a talent of free grace upon him as well as upon you, 
according to one or another of the divine difpeofitti- 
ons : for the royal mader, mentioned in the go(bel, 
gave a pound to the fervant that buried it, as weft li 
to him that gained ten pounds by occupying iillhtf 
Lord came. 

* «' But, upon that f(K)ting, what becomes of Dis- 
TiNGUisHiNGGRACE ?" h'bydiftinguijhinggracty<^ 
mean cahiniftic partiality, I anfwer, It mud undoubt- 
edly (ink together with its infeparable partner, uiuoi' 
ditional reprobation, \n\oxht pit of error whence the]f 
afcended to fill the church uith contentions, and 
the world with infideh. But if you mean scripto* 
RAL diftinguijkivg grace, that is, the manifold wijdm 
of God, which makes him proceed gradually, aod 
admit a plcafing variety in the works of grace, al 
well as in the produ6lions of nature — if you mean 
his ^ood pleafure to give the Heathens one talent, 
^thcjcwstwo, the papi (Is three, the proteQants four: 
or il you mean the different methods, which heufei 
to callfmners to repentance, fuch as his familiar ex* 
poftulalion with Cain — his wonderful warning of 
Lot's fons-in-law— his roufmg king Saul by (be 
voice of Samuel, and Saul of Tarfus by the voice of 
Chrift ; [Samuel and Chrift coming from ihc invi* 
fibie \^ox\^ for thai awful purpofej-His audibly in- 
v/r/nj? 7udas and ihcricla tu\w vo Io\\o>h Vk\m^ pro- 
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the latter heavrnly treafure, if he would give 
thly pofTedions to the poor — His (hocking by 
natural earthquakes the confciences of the 
pian jailor, and the two malefaftors that fuf** 
with him If you mean this, by distin- 
(NC grace, we are agreed : for, grace dilplayed 
iftinguifhing a manner as it was towards Ca« 
im, Chorazin, and Bethfaida, greatly iliuftratcs 
ord's do^rine : *' Of him to whom little is 

little (hall be required; but much (hall be re« 

of them, that have received much ;" theequa* 
God's ways oot confiding in giving to all men 

number of talents, any more than making 
ill archangels; but in treating them all equally, 
ling to the various ediiionsof the eveturiing 
, or law of liberty ; and according to the good 

ufes they have made of their talents, whether 
lad few or many. 

> return toyoui grand obje6lion : You fuppofc 
lis is probably the ground of your miftake) that 
a deliverance, or a divine favour turns upon 
hing, which we may do, or leave undone at 
>tion, God is neceflarily robbed of his glory, 
few qurries will eafily convince you of your 
.e. When God had been merciful to Lot and 
nily, not looking back made all the diiTerence 
en him and his wife; but does it follow, that 
limed the honour of his narrow efcape ?— — 
ng at the brazen type of Chrifl* made fome If- 
:ft differ from others,.that diedof the bite of the 
erpents ; but is this a fufHcient reafon to con* 

that the healed men had not fenfe to diflin- 
between primary ^x\d fecondary caufes, and that 
ifcribed to their looks the glory due to God, 
iciouHy contriving the means of their cure ?— • 
f your neighbours has hanged, and another has 
cd himfeH ; fo that not hanging yourfelf, and 

wholefome food has fo far made the differ- 
letween you and them: but can you reafonably 

that you do not live by divine bounty, and 

rob the Prefcrver of men o£ Vvu ^o\'^ ^ Hi>Rfttv 

1 V ^S«xo^ 
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I affirm, that you (hall furely die iF you do not tzU 
or if you take poifon ? 

Permit me to make you fenfible of your miftakt 
by one more illuftration. An anti-Calvinift, whd 
obferves that God has fufpended many of his blcT* 
fings upon induflry, diligently plows, fows, afid 
weeds his field. A fatalift over the way, left fm 
grace (hould not have all the glory of his crop, doM 
not turn f one clod, and expeds feed to drop fimi 
the clouds into furrows made by an invifible plotf 
on a certain day, which he calls '* a day of GfM 
power." When harveft comes, the one has a caoA 
of wheat, and the other a crop of weeds. Now altba 
induftry alone has made the difference between dH 
two fields ; who is mod likely to give God the glofy 
of a crop, the foHBdian farmer who reaps thifties? 
or the laborious hufbandman, who has joined worki 
to his faiih in divine providence, and joyfully brin|i 
his (heaves home; faying as St. Paul, By divio^ 
bounty I have planted and Apollos has weeded, but 
God has given the increafe which is all in all ? 

Third Pa r t. 

Flattering myfclf, that the preceding anfwershare 
removed the reader's prejudices, or confirmed him 
in his attachment to genuine/^-^^graa, which flandf 
at an equal diQance from wantonnefs and free wraikl 
I fhall conclude this Eflay by fome reflexions upon 
the pride, or prejudices of tliofe who fcruple work* 
ing with an eye to the rewards, that God offers to 
promote the obedience of faith» 

" If heaven [(ay fuch miftaken perfons] if the en- 
joyment of God in glory, is the reward of obedi^ 
ence ; and if you v/ork with an eye lo that reward, 
you aft hotn/elfj the 6afe/l of all motives. Love, and 
not felf-intereft, lifts us, true believers, upon a6bion : 

Wc 

f This is not fp;>kcn oi pious Calvinifts, for fome of them an 

remaikably diligent in good works. They aie Sdifidiant \>) 

halves — in p;incij>le, but not in praftice. Their woiks out&iiM 

• their errors. I lay nothing to their charge but inatteiuioa, pre 

udice, iiiidgUijngiiK:ou{i(lency. 
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Wc work Jfim gratitude^ + and irot for profit ; from 
ft/f, and not for life. To do good with an eye to a 
reward, though that reward (hould be a crown of 
life, » to a£l as a mercenary wretch, and not as a 
duteous child, or a faithful fervant/' 

This fpecious error, zealoufly propagated by Mo- 
fines. Madam Guion, and her illuftrious convert, 
aichbiDiop Fenelon [[though afterwards renounced 
by him J put a ftop to a great revival of the power of 
godlincls abroad in the lad century; and it has aU 
ready ftruck a fatal blow at the late revival in thefe 
kingdoms. I reverence and love many that contend for 
tfaii fentiment ; but, my regard for truth overbalan- 
cing my ncfped for them, I think it my duty to up. 
pofe their miftake, as a pernicious refinement of Sa« 
Im transformed into an angel of lights I therefore 
•ttack it by the following arguments. 

(i) This dodrinc fets afide at a (Iroke aconfider- 
ihiipart of the bible, which confids in threattiings 
fodder cvil-workerf, and in pfomtjts to encourage 
obedient believers : For, if it is kafe to obey in order 
toobtaip ^promifed reward, it is bai'cr flill lo do it in 
erier to avoid a threatened puni(hment. Thus the 
precious grace oijaithj fo far as it is exercifed about 
divine promifts and threatnirigSf is indirediy made 
wid. 

(9) It dtciiti gcdly ftatf a grand fpring of a£lion, 
and prefervative of holinefs in all free agents, that 
ire in a ftate of probation ; and by this means it in- 
iinGtly charges God with want of wifdom, for put- 
ting that fpring in the bread of innocent man in pa* 
ridife, and for perpetually woiking upon it in his 
word and by hi$ Spirit^ whom St. Paul calls the Spirit 
^itmdage unto jKhKi becaufe he helps us to hebeve 

I 2 the 

f Tlic tender is deAred to obferve, thftwe recommend working 

fimHJk wAgratituJe as well as our opponents. Life and thankful^ 

aeis are iwo importart fprings of afiion, which we ufe is well as 

they. But thankfulnefs and life are not ail the fprings ncceffai y, 

BOnr impcrfed (late, to move a// the wheels of obedience; and 

we dare no more exclude the oUur fprings, becaufe we have thefe 

Jimo I ih^ we dare cut ofiF three of our fingers, becaufe we have 

a little Snger and a thumb. 
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the ihrcatnings denounced againft the workcnof 
iniquity, and to Jear\e^ ruin (hould Overtake us, if 
^•c continue in our fin>. 

If ever there was a vifible Church without fpci 
and wrinkle, it was when the tnuUitude ^ them tfuUiC' 
hevtd, were of one heart and oj oneJouL '1 he worldly- 
mindcdnels of Ananias. and Sapphira was the fim 
blcnoifh of theChriflian, asAchan's covetoufnefs had 
been of the Jewiih Church on this fide Jordan. God 
made an example of them as he had doneof AchaO) 
and St. Luke obfer\-es, that upon it, Great rsAt 
iamevpon all the church; even fuch fear -as kept 
them from faliing after the fame example jf unkk^* 
Now were ail the primitive Chriflians mean-fpirited 
people, becaufe they were filled with great fear d 
being pumfhed as the firil back Aiders if they apofta- 
!izpd ? Is it a reproach to righteous Nt»ah, ihatSl* 
ing moved with fear he prepared av ark for the s a vine 
ff his kobfc f And did our Lord legalize the gofpcL 
when he began to fay to his difiples frfi of aU, &c f 
jay untoyoUf my friends, be not afraid of them tkatVA 
the body^ ^c. bat fear A«m, who^ ajter he hath krlUd,luA 
power to cafi into heil; yea, I fay unto you, fear hmf'^ 
Does this mean : Be mercenary : Yea, 1 (ay unto yoO| 
be mercenary ? 

(3) Hope has a particular reference to promtfes^ vA 
good things to come. Excellent things are fpoken of 
that grace : If St. Paul fays, Ye arefaved through FaitH) 
he fays alfo, We arefaoed by Hope. Hence St. Peter 
obferves, that *' exceeding great promhef aregipen utUi 
uSf that we might be partakers of the divine nature ; And 
St. John declares, Every man that hath this hopi tn 
hitn, purifeth himfelf even as God is pure. Now haft 
never ftirs, but in order to obtain good things in view : 
a motive this, which our gofpel-refiners reprefentai 
illiberal and bafe. Their k:heme therefore, direftly 
tends to ridicule and fupprefs the capital, Chriftiao 
grace, which faith guards on the left hand, and 
Charity on the right 

(4) God fays to Abrahami and in him to all be* 

licveri^ 
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livers, / am thy exceeding great reward.* Hence it 
follows, that the higher we rife in holinefs and obe- 
dience, the nearer we ihall be admitted to the eter- 
nal throne ; and the fuller enjoyment we (hall have 
of our God and Saviour, our reward and Rewardcr. 
Therefore, to overlook divine rewards, is to over- 
look God himfelf, who is wr great reward; and 
to flight the life to come^ of which godUrufs has the p ro- 

HISX, 

(5) The error I fuppofe may be put in a dill ftronger 
Jigbt. Not to ^ive to obtain our great reward in full, 
amounts to faying : *' Lord, thou art beneath my 
^ aim and purfuit* I can do without thee, or with- 
" outjb much of thee. I will not beftir myfelf, and 
* do one thing to obtain either the fruition, or a 
" fuller enjoyment of thy adorable felf." 

* W0to him that/triveth in generodty zuith his Maker I 
I4 the potjherd ftrivc thus with the potjherds of the 
mtk : but let not the clay fay to him thatjajhioneth ity 
' fVkat doeft thou^ when thou flirrefl me up to good 
' works by the promije of thy rewards ? Surely,. 
' Cbrd, thou forgetteft, that the noblenefs of my 
'mind, and my dodrine of finijhed falvationy make 
' me above runningybr a reward^ though it (hould be 
' a life of glory, and ThyJelJ. Whatever I do at thy 
' cominand, I am determined not to demean my- 
' felf i I will do ic as Araunah, Uihe a king.* What 
ileptht of Antinomian pride may be hid under the 
Covering of our voluntary humility ! 

(6) The Calvinifts of the laft century, in their lu- 
ei4 intervals, faw the abfolute necelTity of working 
for heaven and heavenly rewards. We have a good, 
praftical difcourfe of J Bunyan upon thefe words,, 
Q# run that you may obtain. The burden oi it is, *' If 
you will have heaven^ you mufi run for it,** Whence he 
Calls his fermon, " The heavenfy footman,** — And Mat- 
thew Mead, a {launch Calvinift, in his treatife on. 
The good of early obedience^ p. 429, fays with great truth : 
^ Maintain an holy, filial fear of God : This is an 
* excellent prcfervative again ft ajpofiacy. By the fear 

I 3 ' \ «f 
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of the Lord men depot t from eoH fiiys Solomon ; 
tclU you, The fear of the Lord is the fountain of 
wahereiy mm depart from thejkares of deate 
backfliding from Chriftiionc of the great fn 
death. Think much of the day of recompenc 
of the glorious reward of perfeverance in tha 
Be thcufcithftd unto deaths and I will gate thee t 
of bfe. It is not thofe that begin well, bul 
who end well, that receive the crown. It 
mercenary fervice to quicken ourfelves to th 
diencc by the hope of a recommence* Onm 
mercedis non eft mercenariusj Sec. David faid, 
hoped for thyfalvationy and done thy commandmeni 
encouraged himfelf to duty by the hope of 
&c, Hope of that glorious recompence is o 
fervice to quicken us to perfeverance. And 
fame end does the apoftie urge it : Be Unm 
akuayj abounding in the tuork of the Lord^ for a 
as ye inoto that your labour is not in vain in the 1 

(7) When voluntary humility has made u 
above what 's written by the apolllcs, and I 
forefathers, it will make us look down wit] 
tempt from the top of our fancied orthodoxy 
the motives, by which the prophets took u| 
crofs, to ferve God and their generation. ^ 
St. Paul enumerates the works of Mofes, he 
them back to their noble principle,yi3r^^ work 
a well-ordered felf'love [a love this, which i 
parable from the love of God and man ; the ! 
liberty binding us to love our neighbour as on 
and God above ourfdvcs] He chofy fays the a 
tofuffer aJliElion zvtthttie people of God, rather , 
enjoy the plcajures offm^ &c. But why ? Beca 
was above looking at the prize ? Jud the re 
becaufe he had rtjped to the recompence of reward^ 
xi. 26. 

(8) In the next chapter, the apoftle bids u 
Chrijt himfelf ioT our pattem in the very thing, 
our gofpf*l-refincrs ciall mercenary ; Looking t 
fays he, uho^ ion the joy that wasfet bforc h\ 
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urcd the crofs, dtjhifing thejhame, and isfet down at the 
'\lht hand ^ the throne of God: the noble reward this, 
rith which his mediatorial obedience wa« crowned. 
It appears from thefe words, Ht became obedient 
mio death; wherefore God alfo hath highly exalted 
Him. If the fcheme of thofe who refine the an- 
ient gofpei appears to me in a peculiarly-unfa vour- 
ible light, it is when I fee them impofe upon the 
njudicious admirers of unfcriptural humility, and 
Bake the fimple believe, that they do God fervice 
rhen they indire£kly reprefent Chrill's obedience 
into death as impfrfeB, and him as mercenary^ aduated 
IT a motive unworthy of a child of God. He fays, 
tvery one that is perfect, Jhall be as his mafttr : but 
ve [^fuch is our confidency !] loudly decry perfec- 
ion, and y^ pretend to an higher degree of it than 
BUT Lojrd'.and Mafter : For he was not above endur^ 
vi^the crofs for the joy of fitting down at the right 
md of the throne of God : but we are fo exquilitely 
perfeS^ that we will work gratis. It is mercenary, it 
ii beneath us to work for glory I 

(9) St. Paul'j conduB with refped to rewards, was 
pcrieAly condftent with his dokrine, I have already 
obferved, he wrote to the Corinthians, that he so 
ran and sofoughty as to obtain an incorruptible crown ; 
ind it is well known, that in the Olympic games, 
to which he alludes, all ran or fought with an eye to 
s prize, a reward, or a crown. But in his epiftle 
to the Philippians, he goes dill farther; for he re< 
prefents his running for a crown of life, his prefflng 
^ter rewards of grace and glory, as the whole of his 
Dulinefs, His words arc remarkable : This one thing 
I DO .'forgetting thq/e things which are behind^ and reach- 
ing forth unto thqfe things which are before^ /press to^ 
teards the mark^ for the prize of the high calling of 
Cod in Chrift Jtfus. And when he had jud run his 
race out, he wrote to Timothy, / have finifhed my 
tourfe: henceforth there is laid up for me^ as for a con- 
queror, a crown of righleoufnejfsy which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge /hall give me at that day — the great day 
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of retribution. As for St. John, when he was per 
fe€ttd in love, we find him as '* mercenaiy" as Si 
Paul ; for he writes to the c\t€t Lady, and to her be 
licving children, Lock toyourjduss^ thai zue losx moi 
iho/e things which wi have wrought, imt thai a« rs 
cave a full reward. 

(lo) When I read fuch fcriptures, I wonder a 
thofe, who are fo wrapt up in the pernicious DotioOi 
that we ought not to work for a life of glory ; as M 
overlook even the crown of lift^ with which God will 
reward thofe who ^rtfaithjulunto death. And I wm 
aftoniflicd at the rcmainsof my own unbelief, wJucil 
prevent my being always ravifhed withadmiratioiat 
the thought of the rewards offered to fire my ibului- 
to feraphic obedience. An idle country-feliow, who 
runs at the wake for a wretched prise, labours harder 
in his fporttve race than, I fear, I do yet io ibna 
of my prayers and fermons. A fportfraan, for tho 
pitiful honour of coming at the death of a foz,toib 
more than mod profelTors do in the purfuit of tbeir 
corruptions. How ought confufion to cover our faoal 
Let thofe that refine the gofpe!, glory in their (bame: 
let each of them fay, << 1 thank thee, O God, that I 
*< am not like a Papift, or like that Arminian,- who 
** looks at the rewards which thou haft promiU*' 
" I deny myfelf, and take up my crofo, without 
<< thinking of the joy and rewards fet before mc^'^ 
&c. For my part, 1 defire to humble myfelf before 
God, for having fo long overlooked the cxcetdiM^ 
great reward^ and the crown of /ife» promifed to them 
chat oBiY him : and my thoughts mall be ezprefled 
in fuch words as thefe. 

< Gracious Lord, if he that receveth a prophet in tht 

* name of a prophet^ Jhall have a prophet's reward : if out 

* /i^^/ afflidliony when it is patiently endured, worketh 

* Jor us ajar more exceeding and eternal toeight of glory : if 

* thou had faid, Do good and lend^ lioping Jor nothing 

* again [^frotn man J and your reward fiaU he great ^ and 

* yeJhaUbethe children of the highe/l : if thou animateft 

* thofci who are perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake^ 

* by 
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* by thii promifTory exhortation, Rejoice^ and be ex" 

* ceeding giadf for great is your reward in heaven : Nay, 
' if tf cup of cold water only^ given in thy name^ Jhallin 

* MO WISE loje its reward; and if the leaft of thy re- 

* wards is a fraile of approbation ; let me be ready 
' to go round the world, fhouldd thou call me to it, 
' that I may obtain fuch a recompence.' 

' Since thou had fo clofely conne£i:ed holinefsand 
' happinefs, my duty and thy favours; let no man bc' 
' pile me of my reward by a voluntary humility^ And 
' vhatfbtver my hand Jindeth to do, help me to do it 
' vith my might', not only lell I Lfe my reward^ but 
•left I have not a /uU reward ; left I lofc a beam 

* of the light of thy countenance, or a degree of 

* that peculiar likenefs and nearnefs to thee, with 

* which thou wilt recompenfc thofe, vvho excel in 

■' virtue. So fhall I equally avoid the delufion of the 

' Fhari/eesj who cxpctl heaven thro' their fait hle/s 

' vorkt; and the error of the Antinomians^ who hope 

' to enter into thy glory without the palTport of tht 

* 'mnks of faith: 

' And now, Lord, if thy fervant has found fa- 

* vour in thy fight, permit him to urge anoth«^.r re- 

< quefl; lo far as thy wifdom, and the laws, by 
' which ihy free grace works upon/r^c agents, will 

* permit; incline the minds of Papifts and Protef- 
I tints to receive the truth as it is in Jefus. Let not 

< efpecially this plain teftimony borne to the man/ 
t great prcmifes which thou haft made, and to the 

< aftonifhing rewards which thou ofFercft them 

< that xomk righteoufnefs, be reje6l:ed by my Calvi- 
' nift brethren. Keep them from Bghting againft 
' t&y goodnefs, and defpifing Met'r own mercies, under 

* pretence of fighting againft ** Arminian error s :* 2iX\^ 
f defpifing ** Pelagian checks to thegofpel." And make 
' them fenfible, that it is abfurd, to decry in word the 
' Pope's pretentions to infallibility ^ if by an obftinate 

* refufal to " review the whole alFair,*' and to weigh 
' their fupp«fed orthodoxy in the balances of reafon 

* and revelation, they in fact pretend to be infal&bk 

* them fc Ives I 
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ihemfcl ves ; and thus, inftead of one Catholic Pw 
tiiF, fet up tsn thoufaiKi Proteftant Popes/ 

* Thou knoweft, Lord, that maoy of them loM 
thee; and that, tho' they dlfgrace thy gofpel tf 
their do6crinal peculiarities, they adorn it by thci 
godly con ver ration. O endue them with more lovl 
to their remonftrant brethren! Give them aid 
me that charitj which behavetk met iiftlj MnJetHffk 
which rejoictth net in a favourite error, butrgdoA 
in the truths even when it is advanced by oar op- 
ponents. Thou feed, that if they decry true M 
linefs and good woiks as ** dung and drofs," itil 
chiefly for fear thy glory fliouid be obfcured bjfff 
obcdicnu. Error transformed into an apgel of li^. 
has deceived them, and they think to dotfaecKl* 
vice by propagaiing the deception. O graciw 
God, pardon them ihis wrong. They d0 it ijfif- 
rantfy in unbtlif: therefore (eal not up their out 
take with the feal of thy wrath : Let them yet Aanr' 
the trtthf and let the truth enlarge their htutM,mi 
make them free from the noMon, thai thou art iot 
imng to tvery man during the day of JalvatixM\ and 
that there is neither mercy nor Saviour for laoft' 
of their neighbours, even during the arcepted timtJ 

* Above all. Lord, if they cannot defend their 
miftakes, either by argument or fcripture; givs 
them more wifdom^ than *o expofe any longer ths 
proteftant religion, which they think to deffiKli 
and more piety, rhan to make the men of the world 
abhor thy gofpel, and blafpheme thy name, as free* 
thitikert are daily tempted to do, when they fe^i 
(hat ibofe, who pretend to ** exalt thee" moft, ate 
ofallProtcdants the mod ready to dilarm th) gofpel 
of lis fan6bions ; to turn thy judicial fentences into 
frivolous prefcnptions; tooverluok the di^tesof 
reaion, and good nature ; and to make the prefi 

groan under illogical afTen ions, and perfonalabufe!' 
* Let thy fcrvani Ipcak once more ; Thou know* 
eft, O Lord, that thy power being my helper, I 
would chufe to die rather than wilfully to depre- 
ciate that grace, that free grace of thine, which 

* hai 
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las fo loiijg kept me out of hell, and daily gives 
ae fweet foretaftes of heaven. And now, Lord, 
et not readers of a Pharifaic turn, midake what I 
lave- advanced in honour of the works qf faith^ 
nd by that means build themfelves up in their 
elf-righteous delufion, and deftru6live contempt 
if thy merits: Help them to confuler, that if our 
wrks^TcremardabU^ it isbecaufethy/rf^^rac^ makes 
bem fo ; thy Father having mercilully accepted 
Hir perlonft for thy fake, thy holy fpirit having 
;eatly helped our infirmities, thy precious blood 
laving fully atoned for our lins and imperfedions, 
hy inceflant interceHion ilill keeping the way to 
be throne of grace open for us, and our poor per« 
'ormances. Suffer not one of the fons of virtuous 
pride, into whofe hands thefe (hecis may fail, to 
(orget that thou haft annexed the reward of the inhe' 
niwnce to the ajfemblage of the works of Jaithi or to 
patUnt continuance in well doings and not to one or 
two iplendid works^ done jult to itrve a worldly 
turn, or to bribe a clamorous confcience : And 
enable them fo to feel the need of thy pardon for 
paft tranfgreflionff, and of thy power for future obe- 
dience, that, as the chafed hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, fo their awakened fouls may long 
after Chrifl, in whom the penitent find inexhauf- 
tible fpringsof righteoufneis and Hiength; and to 
whom, with thee, and thy eternal Spirit, be for 
ever afcribed praije, honour^ and glory both in hea- 
ven and upon earth —praise, for the wonders of 

general redemption^ and for the innumerable difplays 
of thy Free-grace unftained by Five-wrath — ho« 
NeuR, for beftowing ihc gracious reward of an hea- 
venly falvation upon all believers, that make their 
e1e£kion fure bj patient contmuantt in a;^//-DoiNG— ^ 
and GLORY for inflifting ju/t punjhiment ujjon all 
that neglc6l fo great falvation, and to tlie end of 
the accepted time dare thy vengeance by obfiinate 
continuance in ill-no inc.' 

£nd oj- the Scriptural EssK'i* 
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APPENDIX. 

Madcle^y March At ^ 1774* 

YESTERDAY a friend lent me Mr. Baxter'i 
Conjeffion of Faith, printed in London i655t 
The third part of this valuable book extends thio* 
above 140 large pages, and the title of that longfec* 
tion runs thus : Tne Ujiimony of reformed divines A 
eribmg asmxah to works ai I : and many of them i^^ 
livering the fame dodrine. He produces an hundtvd, 
wilncffes, fome of whom are colle6tivc bodies, fuch 
as the AJ/<mhiy'dtvines, the compilers of the Homi- 
lies of the Church of England, and even the SyW 
of Dort. As the Antinomian fpirit which flaiwi 
againft Baxter's woiks in the laft century, will pro- 
bably fparkle again (I the preceding Effay, I Ug 
leave to fhelter behind that great man, and a few^i 
his numerous quotations. 1 (hall cite only Baxtcr'j 
page, to which I refer ihofe who defire to fee ih* 
original of his Latin quotations, together with th< 
books, chapters, and pages of the various authors* 
Page 322, he quotes the following words frol 
bifliop Davenant, 'As no man receiveth that gencr 
juftification which difchargeth from the guilt i 
'A\ foregoing fins, but on the concurrence of repcn 
ance, faith, a purpofe of a new life, and oth< 
a6lions of the lame kind ; fo no man retaineth 
ftate free from guilt in refpeft of fc/loioiyig fins, b\ 
by means of the fame anions of believing in Go< 
calling on God, mortifying the flefh, daily repen 
ing and forrowing for fins daily committed. Tl 
realon why all thefe are required on our part, 
this : Bccaufe thefe cannot be flill abfent, but the 
oppofues will be prefent, which are contrary t 

* natur 
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;he nature ef a jullifieJ man, — As therefore to the 
;:onvferation of natural life it is necefTarily requir- 
ed, that a man carefully avoid Hre, water, preci- 
pices, poifons, and other things deflru^^ive to tne 
bealth of the body ; fo to the conferving of fpirltual 
life, it is necelTarily required that a man avoid in^ 
:redulity, impenitency, and other things that are 
kftru6live and contrary to the falvation of fouls ; 
i^hich cannot be avoided unlefs the oppofite and 
xintrary a£lions be exercifed. And thefe a6^ions 
ki not cenferve the life of grace properly and of 
hemfelves, by touching the very efFeft of confer- 
^ation ; but improperly and by accident, by cx- 
luding and removing the caufe of de(lru6lion/ 
Page 3^49 Baxter produces thefe wordsvof the. 
le pious bi (hop, * We do therefore fight againft, 
ot the bare name of rturiti in a harmlefs fenfc fre- 
[uently ufed of old by the fathers, but the proud 
nd falfe opinion of merit of condignity, brought 
itely by the Papills into the church of God.' 
And again, page 3 25, ' The works of the regenc- 
ate have an ordination to the rewards of this life 
nd that to come, i. Becaufe God hath freely pro- 
lifed (according to the good pleafure of his will) 
[le rewards of this life and that to come, to the 
ood works of the faithful and regenerate, 1 Tim. 
iT. 8. Gal. vi. 8. Mat. xx. 8.' 
Page 328, he quotes the following paflage from 
, Twiis, ' It lieth on all eleft to feek falvation, 
lOt only by faith, but by works alfo, in that with- 
ut doubt falvation is to be given by way of ne- 
/ard, whereby God will reward not only our 
aith, but alfo all our good works.' 
?agc 330 and 331 he quotes Melanfthon thus : 
few obedience is neceffary by neceflity of order c£ 
lie caufe and effeft, alfo by neceflity of duty or 
ommand, alfo by neceflity of retaining faith, and 

voiding punifliments temporal and eternal.' ^ 

iordarus (lirrelh up againflme rhecity,and alfo the 
icighbour countries^ and alfo the court itfelf, be- 
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* caufe in explaining the controverfie oi 

* I faid, that now obedience was necefl 
« tion.' 

Page 360, 361, he quotes thefe won 
hius : * Works are neccffary : 1. To 

* faith fcoram Deo] before God, &c. ! 

* neceflary to the obtaining eternal life, & 
' necelfary to inheritjuftification as cai 

* They are profitable loconferve and in 

* alfo to PROMERiT of God and obtain 

* things both fpiritual and corporal bo 

* and in another.' The words of Zanchii 

* utiUafuntj &€• ad mvlta bona turn fpirit\ 

* poralia^ turn in hac vita turn in alia a Deo 

* DA rt obtinenda.* Zanch. Tom. 8, p. 5 
juft. (idei. How much more tenderly 4i< 
fpeak of merit than the orthodox, Zar 
Mr. Toplady has lately rendered famoi 
I hope, that if this gentleman ever oper 
rite book to the above-quoted page, he 
prejudices, and confefs that his dear Zs 
felf nobly contends for the Wefleian " I 

Page 462, Baxter concludes his boo 
foiT thofe, who had mifreprefcnted him 
gjH obliged him to fpend fo much time 
ihg his doftrine. I moft heartily join hi 
paragraph of his prayer, in which I be 
would join us both, ' The Lord illumii 
« forth fome meffenger, that may ; 
t churches with that true^ middle^ recoi 
i of theological verities, which mufi be the 1 
« ing our divifions. Let men be raifed c 
< ficiency for this work, and of fuch b 
« plifhments as (hall be fit to cope with 

prejudice ; and let the fury of blind 

* DC (b calmed, that Truth may have 

* to do its work.' 

End of the Appendix to the Script 
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ESSAY ON TRUTH; 



BEING A ' 



RATIONAL VINDICATION 



Of the Doctrine of Salvation by Faitli* 



EXCEEDINGLY forry fliouldl be, if the teftU 
mony which I have borne to the neceflity ofjjood 
works, caufed any of my readers to do the word of 
bad works, that is, to negleft believing, and to de- 
pend upon fome of the external, falthlefs perform- 
ances, which conceited pharifeescall *• good works;" 
and by which they abiurdly think to make amends 
for their fins, to purchafe the divine favour, to fet 
aGde God's mercy, and to fuperfede Chrift's atoning 
blood. Therefore, left fome unwary fouls, going from 
one extreme to the other, (hould fo unfortunately 
avoid anlinomianifm, as to run upon the rocks, which 
are rendered famous by the deftru6lion of the phari« 
fees, I (hall once more vindicate the fundamental, 
anti-pharifaic doEixin^ o^ falvation by faith : I fay ojicc 
i»wr« becaufe I have already done it in my guarded 
fermon : and to the fcriptures, articles, and arguments 
produced in that piece, I fhall now add rational, and 
yet fcriptural obfervations which, together with ap- 
peals to matter of fa£l, will I hope foften the pre- 

K 2 judices 



i 



judices of judicious moralifts againft the doftrineof 
fdith, and reconcile confiderate (blifidiant to thft 
do6irine of works. In order to this, I defign in general 
to prove that true faith is the only plant, which can | 
poHibiy bear good works : that it lofes its operative | 
nature, and dies when it produces them not : and 
that it as much furpalfes good works in importance, 
as the motion of the heart does all other bodily mo- 
tions. Enquire we firft into the nature and groondof 
faving faith* 
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S E C T 1 O N L 

A plain definition ^ Sa v i n c Fa ith, how beliemng is tk 
gift of God, and whether it is in our power to htUeot* 

WHAT \%f(uih ? It is believing heartily. ^Whii if 
faving faith ? I dare not fay, that it is " only 
believing, confidently, my Hns are forgiven me far 
Chrift's fake," for, if I live in (in, that belief is t 
i^^ru^tve conceit, and not faving faith. J^eitKerdare 
I fay, that '^ faving faith is only a fure truft j(nd con». "^r 
Hdence, that Chriil loved roe, and gave himfelf for 
me : " f for if I did, I fhould damn almofl: all man^ 
kind" for 4000 years. 

To avoid putting on the black mark of damna* 
TioN upon any man, that in any nation fears God 

and 

+ When the church of England, and Mr. Wcflcy give us parti- 
cular defioitions of faith,, it is plain, that they confider it accords 
ingto the Chrijiian. difpcnfation; the privileges of which rauA be 
principally inuiled upon among Chriftians ; and that our church 
md Mr. Wefley guard faith againft Antinomianifm, ia evident 
from their maintaining, as well at St. Paul, that by bad works 
we hfe a good conicience, and makejkipwreck of thefaiih^ 



( "7 ) 

and works righteoufnefs ; I would chufeto fay, that 
** faving failh is believing the faving truth ivith the 
heart unto internal; and [as we have opportunity] utUa 
external righteoufnefs, according to our light and did 
pcnfation." To St, Paul's wordb Rom. x. lo. I lad 
uie epithets internal 2Lnd external^ in order to exclude 
according to i John iii. 7, 8, the filthy imputation, 
under which fallen believers may, if we credit tlie 
Antinomians, commit internal and external adultery^ 
mental and bodily murder, wiihout the leaft feai of 
endangering their inhered in God's favour, and their 
inamifiiible title to a throne of glory. 
.. But, «' How is Faith the gift of God?"— Some 
pcrfons think, that faith is as much out of our 
power, as the lightning that fhoots from a diflant 
cloud ; they fuppofe, that God drives finners to the 
fountain of Chrift's blood, asirrefiftibly as the infer- 
nal Legion drove the herd of fwine into the fsa of 
Galilee ; and that a man is as paflive in the firll a6t 
ojfaith, as Jonah was in the aft of the fifh, which 
caft him upon the fhqre. Hence, the plea of many, 
who lay faft hold oh the horns of the Devils altar, 
OiVBELiEF, and cry out, '* We can no more bi^lieve, 
than we can make a world." 

But this is an abfurd plea for feveral reafons ; 1) 
It fuppofes, that when God commands all men e'>ery 
where (g repent^ and to believe the go/pel^ hccommanda- 
diem iado^vha.t is as imponible to them as the mak- 
ing olf a tScw world. — (2) It fuppofes, that the terms' 
of the. cbvenant of grace are much harder than' 
the terms of works. For the old covenant 
required only perfcft human obedience : but fher 
new covenant requires of us the work of an Al- 
mighty God, i. ef believing ; a work this, which up- 
on the fcheme I oppofe, is as impolTibleto us as the 
creation of the world.— (3) It fuppofes, that the 
promife of falvatiori being (ufpendea upon believing^ 
ft thing as imprafticable to us as the making of a nr w 
WCK-ldj we mall as infallibly be dkmned, if God' 
3bes not believe in, or for us, as we (ho'ild be, iP 
M wtteto make a world on -pain of damnationi-^ 
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{^^It fuppofes, that believing is a work, which be* 
longs to God alone : for no man in his fenfes can 
doubt but creating a worUy or its tantamount, beheoik^i 
is a work which none but God can manage, 

(5) It fuppofes, that when Chrid marvelUd at tlu 
unklie]- of the Jews, he (hewed as little wifdom at I 
fhv uld, were J to marvel at a man for not creating ^ 
three worlds as quickly as a believer can fay the 
thiee creeds. — And laftly,that when Chriftfixesour ] 
damnation upon unbelkf[{c& Mark xvi. i6» and John 
iir. 18.] he a6^s far more tyrannically than the king 
would do, if he iHucd out a proclamation inforroiag 
all his (ubje^s, that whofoevcr ihali not by fuch a* 
time raife a new ifland within the Britifh feas, 
(hall be infallibly put to the moft painful death. 

Having thus expofed the erroneous fenfe, io 
which fome people fuppofe, ih^t faiih is tfu gift 4 
God; I beg leave to mention in what fenfe it appeals 
CO me to be fo. — BeHtving «s the gift of the oorf jf 
GRACE, as breathings moving^ and eatings are the gifts 
of ihe God of nature. He gives mc lungs and air, 
that I m^y breathe; he gives me life and mufcic8| 
that I may move: he bellows upon me food 4ind t 
mouth, that I may e>at; and when I have no fto- 
mach, he gives me common fenfe to fee, I mufl die 
or force myfelf to take fome nourifhment or fome 
medicine : but he neither breathes^ tnoves, nor eats for 
me ; nay, when I think proper, I can accelerate my 
breathing, motion, and eating : and if I pleafe I 
may even fajt, lie down^ or hang mjfelf^ and by that 
means put an end to my eatings moving^ and breathing* 
Again, Faith is the gift of God to believers as fight 
is to you. The Patent of good freely gives you the 
light of the fon, and organs proper to receive it : h6 
places you in a world, where that light vilits you 
daily : he apprizes you, that fight is conducive to 
your fafety, pleafure, and profit: and every thing 
around you bids you ufe your eyes and fee : never» 
thelefs you may not only drop your curtains, and ek- 
tinsuifh your candlci but dofe your eyes alfo* 
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is exa£lly the cafe with regard to faith. Tree 
removes (in part) the total blindnefs which 
I's fall brought upon us : Free grace geatly fends 
ne beams of truth, which is the light of the fun 
\teowfntfs ; it difpofes the eyes of our underftand- 
> fee ihofe beams ; it excites us various ways to 
mie them ; it bledes us with many, perhaps 
all the means of faith, (Uch as opportunities to 
read, enquire; and power to confide r, adent. 
It, refolve and re-refolve to believe the truth. 
ifter all, believing is as much our own a6i as/c^- 
We may in general do, fufpend, or omit the aB 
th ; efpecially when that a6l is not yf| become 
2Z, and when the glaring light, that fometimes 
ipanies the revelation of the iruth is abated* 
we may imitate Pharaoh, Judas, and all repro* 
: We may be fo averfe from the light, zohicn en» 
J every man that comes into the worlds we may fo 
it becaufe our works are evil, as to exempH- 
ee the Pharifees, fuch awful declarations as 

Their eyes have they clofed, leji they Jhould fee^ 
'Wherefore God gave them up to a reprobate mindf 
\ey were blinded, 
O things have chiefly given room to our mif- 

refpe6king the Jlrange impoJibiUty of believing; 
/t is our confounding the truths, which cha- 
2C the feveral gofpel-difpenfaiions. We fee, 
ample, that a poor befotted drunkard, an over- 
ng greedy tradefman, a rich fceptical epicure, 
proud ambitious courtier, have no more tafte 
gofpfl ofChrifty than a horfe and a mule have 
5 high-feafoned difhes that crown a royal table, 
imenfe gulph is fixed between them, and the 
an faith. In their prefent ftate they can no 
believe in Chri/t, than an unborn infant can 
.e a 'man without paffing through infancy and 
, But, although they cannot yet believe in 

may they not believe in Cod according to the 
t of our LcM'd's words, Ye believe in Goo, believe 
ff uif If the Pharifees coulo ^ot hdieve ik 
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CitRisT, it was not becaufe God never gavetlictt 
a power equal to that which created the world; but, 
becaure they were pra£^ical Atheifb, who adiully 
rcjcfted the morning light of the Jfewijh difpenfation, 
and by that means abl'olutely unfitted themfelves for 
the meridian light of the Chnfiian difpenfation* 
The Jnond cdiuic ofourmillake about the impof- 
' fibility ofbd:eiing now, is the confounding weak with 
(Irong faiih. But hdd Abraham no faith in God*» 

Eromife, till Ifaac was born ? Was Sarah a damna- 
le unbeliever, till (he felt the long-expe6led fruit 
of her womb ftir there? Had the woman of Canaan 
no faith^ill our Lord granted her requeft, and cri- 
ed out, ^ibman great is thy faith, be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt ? Was the Centurion an Infidel, till 
Chrift marvelled at his faith, and declared, he had nei 
found Jachjaith no not in Ijradf And had the apof- 
lies no faith in the promtje of the Father, till tncir 
heads were crowned with celeftial fire ? Can jrou 
from Genefis to Revelation find one fingle inftance 
of a foul willing to believe, and abfolutely unable to 
do it? From thefe two fcriptures, Lord, encreqfeour 
faith:— Lord, I believe, help thou my unblief, canyon 
juftLy infer, that the praying difciples and the dif- 
trefled father had no power to believe ? Do not 
their words evidence juft the contrary ? That wc 
cannot believe, any more than we can eat, without 
the help of God, is what we are all agreed upon ; 
bur, does this in the leaft prove, that the help by 
which we believe, is as faroutof the reach of williog, 
fouls, as the power to make a world? 

Such fcriptures as thefe, unto you it is given to believe^ 
— y4 man can receive nothings except it be given hinifron 
heaven, — No man can come unto me^ except the Father 
draw him — Every good gift, and of courfe that of faith^ 
Cometh from the father of lights— Such fcriptures, I (ay^ 
fccure indeed the honour of free grace, but do not 
dcftroy the power of free agency. To us that freely 
believe in a holy, righteous God^ it is given freely to fc-. 
JUa^e in a gracious bleeding Saviour; becaufe the fide 

akmr' 
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lione have need of a pfyfidan ; and none but tboie 
yho bcliove in Godf can fee the need of an aovo* 
:ate mtk him : but ought we from thence to con-i 
lude, that our unbelieving neighbours are necei^ 
irity debarred from believing in GodP When our 
lOrdfaid to the unbelieving Jews, that they could 
QT helieve in him, did he not fpeak of an impoten* 
y of their own making ? I afk it again, if they ob- 
inately refifted the light of their inferior difpen- 
ition ; if they were none of Chrifl's Jewifli (heep, 
low could they be his Chriftian (heep ? If an obflt« 
ate boy fets himfelf againd learning the Jctters, 
ow can he ever learn to read ? If a ftubborn Jew 
dfly op^ti the laiu of Mofes^ how can he Tub mi t to 
Se taee of Chrifi f Is it not flrange that Tome good 
eople uiQuld leap into reprobation, rather than to 
dmit fo obvious a folution of this little difficulty ! 

From the above-mentioned texts we have then no 
9ore reafon to infer, that God forces believers to 
clievCi or that he believes for them, than to con- 
lude that God con drains diligent tradefmen to get 
Kmey, or gets it for them, becaufe it is faid, We 
re notjkficient <o think, any iking as ofourfdves^ but 
nfujutenry is ofGodvfho gives us all things 

'My to enjoy, Remember the Lord thy Gody Jot it is 

E thai civETH THEE power to get wealth. 

From the whole I conclude, that, fo long as the 
:eepeed time^ and the day of falvation continue, all 
nners, who have not yet finally hardened them- 
dves, may day and night [through the help and 
ower of the general light of Chrill'sykwn^ g^Qce^ 
lentioned John i. 9, and Tit. ii. 11.] vcceiwc fome 
uth belonging to the everla/ting go/pel; (fee note 8, 
. 30) though it (hould be only this : '' There is a 
rod, who will call us to an account for our fins, 
Dd who fpares us that we mav break them off by 
:pentance/' And their cordial believing of this 
iitfa, will make way for their receiving the higher 
lUhs, that (land between them and the top of the 
iffterious Udder of truth. I grant, it is impoflible 
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they fhould leap at once to the middle, muchlelst^ 
the higheft round of that Udder; but if the foot of 
it is upon earth, in the very nature of things, the 
lowed ftep is within their reach, and by laying 
hold of it, they may go on from faith tofaith^ till 
they fta«d firm even in the Chnfiian faith ; it diftin- 
guiihing grace has ele£^ed them to hear the CAi^« 
t tan gofpei. 



SECTION II. 

Truth cordially embraced by faith^ faves under etfery dif* 
penfation of divine grace^ though in different decrees* 
A Jhort view of the truths that charakerizt thejofif 
grand difpenfations of the everlafting gofpeL 

FAITH is more or lefs operative according to the 
quality of the truths which it embraces. Thii 
obfervation recommends itfelf to realbn : for, ai 
fome wines arc more generous, and fome remcdie 
more powerful ; fo fome truths are more revivinj 
and fanftifying than others. But every evangcUca 
truth, being a beam of the Sun of Righteoufnefs rija 
upon us zoith healing in his zuings, is of a saving na 
ture; the saving grace of God^ which has appeara 
'- unto all men, teaching us to deny ungodline/s, &c. andt 
live/oberfyy Sec. Thus I am favea from ATHEisM,b 
heartily believing, there is a God, who will jud^etl 
world: — from PHARisAiSM,by firmly believing, thi 
I am a miferahlc finner, and that without Chriji lea 
do nothing: — from sadduceism, by truly bclievinj 
that the Spirit itself helpeth my infirmities: — froi 
ANTiNOMiANisM, by cordially bcUeving. that Gi 
is not a refpe&.er of perfons, but a rewarder cf them tht 
diligently feek him, and a punifher of all that prefum] 
tuoufly break his commandments; — and from i>» 
PAIR, by ftcadily believing, that Godis lave^ tlvk^i 
fent his only bf gotten Son into the world tofave tha^iftU 
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was iofti and that I have an advocate with the Father 
JH^s Chrift the righteous. 

Hence it appears : (i.) That every religious truth 
fuitable to our prefent circumflances [when it is 
kincily prefented by free grace, and afFeftionately 
embraced by prevented free-will] inftantly forms, 
according to its degree, the faving, operative faith, 
that converts, transforms, and renews the foul. And 
(2.) That this faith is more or lefs operative accord- 
ing to the quality of the truth presented to us ; ac- 
cording to'the power^ with which the fpirit of grace 
imprefles it upon our hearts ; and according to the 
eamejine/sj with which we receive, efpoufe, and wel- 
come it to our inmofl fouls. 

When God fixed the bounds of tfie habitation of man' 
hindj he placed fome nations in warm climates and 
fruitful countries, where the juice of the grape is 
plentiful. And to others he afligned a barren, rocky 
toil covered with fnow half the year ; water is their 
cordial, nor have they any more idea of their want 
of wine, than St. Peter had of his want of the blood 
of Chrift, when he made the noble confefhon upon 
which the Chrifti an church is founded. Oh, fays a 
Predeftinartan geographer, the God of providence 
has abfolutely reprobated thofe *' poor creatures." 
Not fo, replies an unprejudiced philofopher ; they 
may be as healthy ana as happy over tneir cup of 
cold water, as fome of our men of fortune are over 
their bottles of claret and madeira. And fome of 
thofe " poor creatures," as you call them, may come 
Jrmn the.eajl and from the toefiy to drink the wine of the 
kingdom of God with Abraham^ when the children of 
the kingdom Jhall be thruft out. 

What 1 have faid of water and wine, may illuftrate 
what the fcriptures fay of the truths peculiar to the 
golpcl-difpenfations. God forbid, that an antichrijiian 
wuX for the Chriftian gofpel fhould make me drive 
into the burning lake Ch rift's Jhefp^ which are 6ir 
withyoung: I mean the fincere worfhippers, th^t wait 
lULe pious Mekhifcdcci devout Lydia, and charita. 
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bie Cornelius, for brighter difpUyft of goTp 
for, there are faithful fouls, that follow tt 
under every difpenfation, concerning wl 
Lord kindly faid, Other Jheep I have, which i 
this Jewiih and Chriflian/?/^. Them aljo I % 
into marvellous light, a^d there jhall be one 
ene fii^herd, Thofe feeble (heep, and tend 
I muft take into my bofom ; andto give thi 
portion of meat in due feafon, I venture i 
following remark* 

If free-will prevented by free 'grace an 
ceives the truths of the Chriftian gofpel, 
faith is conceived. If the heart fiervently c 
the truths of the Jtwijh or Cfiifi/f-gofpel 
which are peculiar to the Chnftian gofpel re 
as yet veiled] i\\e faith of a Jem, or of an H 
b^otten. Neverthelels if this faith, let it b 
affaulted by doubts, works by love, it is fa 
its degree* 

I fay in its degree ; for as there are in the c 
rious rich tinEures, fome of which form di; 
while others form only rubies, emeralds, or 
to there are in the univerlal church of Chn 
ous tin^^ures of cofpel-truth, which form 
orders of fpiritual jewels, as appears from fui 
tures asthefe. Th^ that feared the LordfpA 
wit t0 another : and theyJhaU be mine, faith the 
hefiSf in that day when I make up my jewels.^ 
tvery nation he that featcth God, and worketh r 
nefs is acapted of him according to the difpenfa 
IS under, and the progrefs he has made in p 
religion* 

This gofpel, for example, <* God hath mat 
Mood aUnationsofmtn, that they JhoiUdft^ the 
the gracious Author of their being, and hoe > 
aker as brothers*'^ th\% everlafting gofpel, I f 
in all c«iuntrtes leavened the hearts of pious H« 
This do£brine, ** Mefliah will come to po 
clearly the way of falvation,'* added to the gi 
ih€ Geatikii has tinftuiced wcSol ^i^lorn 
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fcc heart of believmg Jews, This truth, " Mef. 
hh is come in the flefh/' fuperadded to the Jewifh 
fibel, has enlarged the heart of all the diiciples of 
John, or the habes in Chrift, And thefe truths, 
I* Chrift died for my fins and rofe again for my juf- 
fi^tification : he is afcended up on high : he has re- 
pccived the gift of the Spirit for men — for me. I 
-' believe on him by the power of that fpirit. He 

* dwells in my heart by faith. He is in me the 

* hope ©f glory. The promife of the Father is ful- 
' filled : the kingdom of God, [righteoufnels, peace, 
^ and joy in the Holy GhoftJ is come with power :' 
—thefe richer truths, I fay, fuperadded to thofe, 
which are efTential to the inferior difpenfations, tine- 
toe the hearts of all adult Chriftians^ and make them 
sore or lefs intimately one with Chrift, according 
<Dthe degree of their faith, and the influences of 
)k Spirit. 



SECTION HI. 

^(toing Faith is more particularly defcribed by its rife and 
cptrations i and dijlintuijhcd from the faith of trem- 
Ming deuiisy immoral Antinomians^ penitents fold under 

fin^ and modifh proftffors^ who believe without frame 
and feeling. 

[F we aflfent to a religious truth, merely becaufe we 
cannot refift its evidence — if we hate it ; want- 
iig to fhake it off, wifhing it were a lie, and fretting 
ecaufe we cannot make it fo ; we have the faith of 
evils : for devils believe and tremble \ the force of the 
wful truths, which they cannot deny, giving them 
foretafle of infernal torments. 
The faith of immoral profelfors is not much bet- 
T than the faith of Satan. Two or three compari- 
insmay help us to underfland this my fiery of iniquity. 

L When 
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When a peribn vifits you^ you may ehhe 
him with cold civility, a^ a ftianger ; or 
him with warm a£Be£liorr as a friend. Fr 
motives you may even {how a peculbr r( 
man, whom you fecretly defpife or detelL 
a good voice, you love mufic^ and he mi 
your amufement : perhaps you want him 
T he (laoF his Bathmeha ; perhaps you are a ps 
he is a proper tool for you; and therefore ; 
much of him. But while your regard for hi 
merely from fuch external circumftances, c 
be (incere ? £(|ually ungenerous is the re 
Gallio and Fulfome have for the truth, 
holds fad the do^lrine of general redemptioi 
he fondly fuppofcs, that he has only to avoi< 
and murder to;go to heaven : Fulfome extol 
lading love,"-^but it is becaufe he think 
gives him the liberty of loving the world, 
the leaft danger of lofing God's eternal fav 
embraces " juftification by faith alone ;" 
becaufe he confounds the works of faith and 
of the law^ and vainly hopes to be finally 
without either. He (houts ** free grace*' 
becaufe it enfures, as he thinks, his eternal i 
whatever length he may go in fin, I quefl 
Indian warrior is fonder of the (calp of an 
man, than Gallia is of the do£brine of '< G> 
cy" feparated from God's holinefs and ju 
Fulfome^ of the doftrinfof " Ch rift's meri 
away from the evangelical worthinefs of fin 
dience. 

The foaring faith of an immora]^ Antin 
inferior to the abortive faith of an imperfe^ 
whom St, Paul defcribes in his own perfo 
vii, Wc approve the revealed will of God 
Ipght in his law after the inward man. But w 
yet give up our bofom-fin ; carnal reafon 
fleih prevail ftill againil theTpirit, though i 
out a flruggle; unbelief and abortive faith 
ui'e the cxprefTion) wreftlingin our diflrafte( 
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as £iau and Jacob did in Rebecca's womb ; and 
making us complain, The good that I would do, if it 
coft me nothing, I do not : but the evil I would not, 
that I do. Thus with hismind^ his rational powers, 
the carnal penitent Jerves the law of God, by good, 
though inefie6bual .refolutions ; Imt with his Jlejh, his 
carnal appetites, heferves the law of Jin, by bad, tho* 
hmented performances. 

Faith does not ftrugglc into birth without her coe- 
val child aiul conftant partner, hope. When faith 
Ink, defpatr groans, wretched man that I am f Who 
fiuU deliver me P But when faith revives, hope lifts 
np her head, and cries, / thank God, there is deli* 
verance through jfffus Chrift our Lord, Thus we go 
on falling and riiing, dying and reviving, till we are 
^ite tired of the hns, which hinder us from wel- 
earning thefaving truth with a more cordial embrace; 
and when we do this, our faith is unfeigned; the 
Lord fets to it the broad ieal of his power ; it proves 
vifiorious ; we enter into gofpel-libeny, and inf^ead 
rf the old note, Whojhall deliver me f We fing, Chrijh 
luitk delivered us from thecur/e of the law of iln, as well 
aifrom the curfe of the law of innocence, and of the 
ceremonial law. There is no condemnation to them that 
believe, and walk not after the Jlejh, but after the 

fifirttm 

The manner, in which this deliverance is gene- 
rally wrought, may be more particularly defcribed 
thus. Free grace, at fundrv times, and in divers man" 
ners^ Jjfeaks io our confciences; recommending and 
enforcing the word ni^h, the cotnmandment that is ever* 
lafiing life. If it is the day of provocation, we unne- 
ceflarily be/^in to*piake excufe : we cannot come to the 
marriage fead : we are either too good, too bad, or 
too bufy to entertain the truth ; and we fay as civilly 
as Felix, Go thy way Jor this time, when I (hall be 
filter, or when IJhall have a more convenient feafon, I 
Kill call Jhr thee* Perhaps we perverfely harden our 
hearts, contradiding, or blafphemivg. But if our free- 
willing Ibul knows the time of her vifitation ; humbly 

L 8 bowing 
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bowing at the word of the Lord, and faying as tb 
Virgin Mary, Behold ike handmaid of the Lord. Id i 
he done unto me according to thy wokd : I am a Idl 
Tinner, but there is mercy zvith thee that thou majfik 
J eared; then the^^^ of the kingdom, the word o( 
God, if received in an hone/t and good heart ; for nothiof 
is wanting to render (he heart initially good and 
honefl, but the fincere fubmiffionof our free will w 
I hat free grace, which courts us and fays : Behold J I 
Jlarid at the door of every heart and knock j if ahy MAtf 
hear my voice and open, I will corn: in andjup with AaL 
and he with me; he {hall tajte koto good the Lord (s, be 
fhall tafte the good word oj God^ and the powers ^tk 
world to come. 

Thus opens the kingdom of God in the bcHev* 
ingfoul: thus is Chrift, the truth and the Ufe, formed 
in the heart by faith : Thus grace begins to Riiftx 
thro* righteoufnefs unto eternal Hfe by Jffus Chrift, 

I call that i^iih faving and operative, beciuley 
fo long as it lives, it foves ; and fo long as it fave% 
it WORKS righteoufnefs — it works by a righteous jw 
of the evil denounced againfl fin ; by a righteoui 
oppofnion to every known fin ; by a righteous h(^t 
of the good promifed to obedience; and by a righ- 
teous lovi of God, Therefore, when living faith 
ceafes to worky it dies away, as the heart that ceafcs 
to beat; it goes out, as a canole that ceafes to flrine. 
" But, upon this footing, what becomes of the 
" modifh dodrincof a faith without frame and fecl- 
<« ing." — If the miniftcrs, who recommend fuch 
a faith, mean that we rauft fet our heart, as a feal, 
to the gofpel truths adapted to our prefent ftate, and 
ftamp them with all our might ; not conGdering 
whether our fallen nature and carnal xtdXon relifli 
them, they maint.*in a great truth, which cannot 
be too much urged upon tempted, and defpairing 

foulf. But if they mean, that we muft believe 

ourfeives unconditionally ele6led to glory, be the 

frame of our minds ever fo carnal, and the feelings 

of our hearts ever fo worldly, they dcftroy the health 

of 
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fthe daughter of God* s peoplCf with as rank poifon as 
sver grew in fpiritual Egypt. I am no judge of 
what pa(Ie« in the breaft of thofc gentlemen ; but. 
For my part, I never ye%\. faith mote ftrongly at 
work, than when I wreftle not only with flefh and 
blood, but with the banded powers of darknefs. 

* None but a dead man is quite deftitute of 
^* frame and feeling :" It is not a reed flame that 
aeither warms in winter, nor (hmes in the dark. 
The moment a light is not," in its degree, able to 
triumph over darknefs, and even to turn it into 
light, it ceafes to be a true light. You may fee in 
Windfor-caftle a candle moil exquifitely painted ; 
kjkines as Aedfaftly as Mr. Fulfome beUevcs. Was 
the coloured canvas as loquacious as that Anti* 
DOmiaa hero, it might fay, <' I (hine without feel- 
iDg," but even then, Mr. Fulfome's faith would 
have the pre-eminence; for, if we credit him, it 
fliines, without either *< frame or feeling." How 
aUbrd is Solifidianifm ! How dangerous ! Jf any 
jnan can (hew me a true light, that oBually emits 
no beams, I will repent of the ridicule I cafl upon 
the dotages, which make way for a *' jullifying 
faith" that works by adultery and murder ; an ill- 
fmelliog candle this, which burns in the breads of 
apoilates, to the honour of him, that kindled it at 
the fire of tophet— an infernal candle, fending 
forth darknefs inltead of light, and fo far benight- 
uig the good men, who follow it, that they look 
upon it asthe inextinguifhable candle of the Lord, and 
upon ^* fincere obedience" as a ^^jack o* lanihonu" 



SECTION IV. 

7^ KEASONABLKNESS of the doHrine of fahaiion by 

faith is farther evinced by a variety of arguments. ^-^ 

Hopf much we are indebted to the Solifidians^for hav* 

h 3 tn^ 
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ins^f.rn.ly flocd up in drfence of faith .* H&m dmi 

they havt made us poy/or thatfcrvift^ when thtf km 
Jo enforced our Tilth, articlCf which guards /ahauaul^ 
Jaiih^ tis to make void the xiith, which guards mart 

Lt}\ — And why the overpowering fpUndor of Tkutb 

ij qualified hyjomejkadts. 

SHOULD fome readers ftill think, that itisu» 
reafonable to dwell jirfi upon faith, and toil* 
fid more upon it than upon the other works and 
graces, which adorn the life and cfaarader of a 
Chriftian ; to remove their fcruples, and to viinii' 
cate more fully the fundamental doQrine bf^bt* 
iion byfaith^ I prefent them with the following re- 
marks. 

(i) If true Faith is the root that producer hope^ 
love and Hncere obedience, is it not reaibnable^rii" 
cipally to urge the necefiity of believing aright f Tlie 
end of all preaching is undoubtedly to plant tho 
tree of evangelieal obedience ; and how can tbat 
tree be planted, but by its root ? Was a gardener 
e\*er charged with unreafonablenefs, for not letting 
a tree by the branches? 

(2) li faith working by love is the heart of true rch- 
giun, (liould we not beRow our chief attention ao^ 
care, upon it? Suppofe you were a phyHcian, aitu 
attended a patient, who had an impoilume inbis 
flomach and another on his hand ; would you dc 
lionour to your {kill, if overlooki^ng the interna 
niifchief, you confined your attention to the exei 
nal ulcer? 

If iht: fcripture declares four times, that M^ju^ 
fiall LIVE by his i AIT H, a declaration this, whid 
St. Paul confirms by his own experience, when h 
fays, / LIVE by faith ; is it not evident, that whe 
we pra6lically rejc£l the do6^rine of faiih^ we reje^ 
lifr, together with all the bleffings which are brougi 
to li^ht by the goJpel\ a gofpel diJbeUeoed being ut 
duubtedly a golpel rejected. 

(4) If Abraham, by not Jlaggering at the promifet 

Gq 
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God through unbelief, and hy bdngjlrong in f a i t K| 
gave glffry to God, and did Jet hisjeal that God is true : 
«»-— if you cannot honour a fuperior more, than by 
receiving his every word with refj^ef^ful confidence^ 
and- moving at his every beck with obedient alacri- 
ty ; ■ and if faith thus honours God, why (hould 
you refufe it the firft place among the graces, which 
fuppoit and adorn the church mtUtant f fifpecially 
fince the Lord declaitS) that the pure tn heart 
fiaUJee God^ and thftttnir hearts are purified by 
FAITH ?— And fince the fcriptures fcftify, that 
mihtut HOLINESS no man jhalljee the Lord^ and that 
we are sanctified through faith that is in him? 

(5) All tulnefs dwells in God : creatures ab(lraQ« 
ed from the divine plenitude are mere emptinefs, 
JUtionai creatures, in their moil perfed ftate, are 
only mjoral vejfels filled with the grace of God, and 
reflecting the light of divine truth. Now if we can 
be faved any other way but by grace through obedi- 
tntjaithf i. e. by freely receiving the grace and light 
of God, through the pradicai belief of the truth 
propofed to us : — —if we are in any degree faved 
by our proper merit through /at/A^i works; we may 
indulge Pharifaic boafling. But, God does not fo 
eive his glory to human worms: therefore fuch a 
poa/ting is excluded by the law of/aith; and the apoftle 
wiiely obferves, that falvation is of faith, that it 
wnghi be ly grace ; the juilifying/jiM of finners aU 
ways implying a cordial acknowledgment of their 
fin and mifery, and an hearty recourr<^ to the tender 
mtfcy of OUT God whereby the day Jpring from on high har 
vifiUd us imore or lefs clearly, according to the dif- 
pcnfation we are under. 

(6) The 

f To eftablini the doArine of the gofpel-di^en£itions, to (how 
that faving truth, in its various manifcflations, is the objf6l of 
faving faith, I need only prove, that a man, in order to his falva. 
tion, is bound to believe ai one time, what he was not bound ta 
believe at another. Take one inftancc out of many. If St. Pe« 
ter had died juft after he had been pronounced bUJfedior ackuow- 
ledsing, that our Lord was the SonofGod^ he could not have been 
CSf/ei with a ** Depart frm m" &c« he would h%N^ Vk«cck JomAx^ 
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•'' (6) The manner in which faith and its workicfi 
elude k'ofting^ may be illuftrated by a com pari (on. A 
l^^gg^f lies dying at your door, you offer him acer* 
dial, he takes it, revives, and works««»A defemr 
is going to be (hot, you bring him a pardon from the 
king, if he will receive it with grateful humility, he 
does fo, joins his regiment, and fights with fudl 
courage (hat he is promoted. Now in thefe caAsiit 
is evident, that Pharifaic boafUng is excluded* If 
the beggar lives ever lo long, and works ever fobanl 
—'if the deferter fights ever fo manfully and israiM 
ever fo high ; yci, they can never fay, that(Aa>4h 
ings have procured them the life, which thev en- 
joy ; for, before they did fuch works, that life wii 
graciouQy given, or reftored to them, upon theea^ 
terms of coDfidently taking a remedy, and humbflr ':= 
accepting a pardon oflFicred. The application ■ j! 
eafy : "By our fallen nature we are canceix^ in fin, md v: 
children qf wrath: God freely gives us the light ef '•: 
life in Jefus Chrift ; faith freely and humbly receim -^ 
it, and works by it ; the believer therefore, cm ) 
never be fo unreafonable, and ungrateful, as to ''■ 
fuppofe, that his working merited him theUikt^ ; 
life, by which he began to work righteoufnefs: fo .' 
long as he deferves the name of a believer, he 
knows, he feels, that his faith is in the first place 

and in that cafe, he would have obtained falvation without be* 
lieving one tittle about our Lord's refurrtBion ; and ncvertbclcii 
St. Paul, a few years aftcr,juftly reprcfintcd that article as rflcnual^ 
to the Jalvaiim of thofr, to whom it is revealed : Ir tkoufi» 
BELIEVE with thy heart, that God hath raised the Lord Jefus Jri^ 
the dead, thoujhaltbe saved, Rom. x. 9.** Few people, I thiokt 
can read the A£ls of the Apoftles, without feeing, that the du^ 
mcrous converfions wrought by St. Peter's preaching, were 
wrought by the force of this truth, *' God has raijed up that Jefuiy 
whom you nave crucified:'* .\ vi£torious truth this, wliich would 
have been a grofsKfi/rKfA three months before the day of Pcntecoft. 
— Nay, what is at one time an article oi faving faith, may at ao 
other time become an article of the moft confirmed unbelief : 
Thus, the cxpe£lation ot the MefTiah, which was a capital article 
of the faith of the ancient Ifraelites, is now the butircfs of the 
babel of modern Jewa. The property of faith is theii to make 
our hearts bow to the truth, as it is manifcfted to us; it being 
<;Vidcnt, that God never blamed the children of men^ fornotlae- 
Jicvijjgwbat was never revealed tothcnu 
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mere receiver. What haft thou^ that thou haft not rt" 
ivedf roars like thunder in the ears of a lively faith, 
nd like lightning flrikes dead the Pharijaic boaft. 

(7) I fay, that faith is in the first place ^jntrc 
tceiver : this deferves attention. If we conftder 
aith as a conduit-pipe, which at one end receives 
lie power of God, and at the other end refunds 
:hat living ftream to water the garden of the Lord ; 
Mre may with propriety compare that mother-grace 
o the pipe of a watering pot, which at the internal, 
jnfeen opening receives the water that is in the 
x>t : and at the external, vifible perforations, re- 
uras it, and forms artificial fhowcrs over the droop- 
ing plants. According to the do6^rine of the Soli- 
Idians, faith does nothing but receive the grace of 
Sod through ChriCl; and according to the do6lrtne 
»f the Mora lifts, faith is a mere beftower: but, ac- 
lording to the gofpel of Chrift, which embraces 
md conne6ls the two extremes, Faith is Jirfi an 
lumble, paflive receiver^ and then a chearful a6live 
^^Uweri it receives giace and truth, and returns 
Dve and good works. In that refpe£l it refembles 
be heart, which continually receives the blood 
roih the veins, and returns it into the arteries. If 
he heart ceafes either to receive, or to return the 
>lood (no matter which) its motion and our animal 
ife are foon at an end: and if faith ceaies either to 
eceive grace, or to return good works, its motion 
ind its life foon terminate in fpiritual death, accord- 
ng to the do6lrine of St. James. If the Solifidians 
md Moralifts candidly looked at faith in this rati* 
)nal and fcriptural light, they would foon embrace 
he whole gofpel, and one another. By coniider« 
ng/aith as a receiver [according to the firfl gof- 
>el axiom] Honeftus would avoid the Pharijaic ex* 
feme ; and by viewing it as a bestower, [accordi- 
ng to the fecond gofpel-axiom] Zelotes would avoid 
be Antinomian delulion ; and both would jointly 
scommend the humble, chearful, con£\[ient pq/^vi* 
efs and oJELiwty of bible*believers* 

Laftly; 
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Ladly: If our firft parent! fell by ael 
the grofs Ua told them by the ferpent; h G 
reaffioaDlf to r^iife ut by making U5 belii 
great truths pccuhar to our difpenfation, t 
divine UoMfcn o/JinctrUy ^d truth nay counter 
and at lad expel the fatanic ieaven ofvudkt an 
ednefs ? Whoever thought it ahfurd in a ph 
to proportion the remedy to the difeafe ; tb 
dote to the poifon ? And why (bould even i 
carnation of the Son of God, appear a mea 
wonderful for an end fo important ? Why (b 
bethought incredible, that the Son of God, 
as our Creator, is far more nearly related to i 
our niitural parents, fhould have gracioufly 
as low as the human nature to redeem us; wh 
Ian wantonly (loopea a&low as the beaftly nat 
tempt us? On the contrary, is it not dibiiird l 
pofe, that hellifh, wanton malice hat done 
to dedtoy, than heavenly, creating love^ ti 
the children of men P For my part, the more I 
pare the genuine gofpel with the nature of I 
the more I admiie their harmony: wondei 
qually at the prejudices ot tho(e hafty prol 
who pour perpetual contempt upon reafon, t( 
M^ir irrational opinions in countenance ; and 
unre^fonableners of thofe pretended votai 
reafon, who fuppofe, that the dodrine of fal 
by faith is incompatible with good fenfe. 

" But [fays an objeftor] if unfeigned fail 
ftrumentally turns us jrom the power oj Satan t 
why have you pubiiftied trails againfl the 
dianf, whofc favourite do6lrine is, Bdicve : — 
htlicvcth hath everlafiing life f " 

Ans. By the preceding pages it is evident 
we do not differ from the SoliEdians whet 
preach falvation by faith in a rational and fcri 
manner. So long as they do this, we zJ'Jf. 
good luck in the name of the Lord, Nay, I pu 
return them my fmccr thanks for the bold 
they have made ior/aith^ when the floods of ) 
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;odHnef6 lifted up their v#ice againft that 
-grace, and threatned to deftroy her with 
)fFspring, But alas! how dear have they made 
or that ferviccy when they have averted, 
3 faith is inamiflible, that it can live in an 
>tally .^iftpravcd, that a man's faith can be 
len hisli&ionsare.bad, deteftable, diabolical; 
nrd, that true Chriftians raay go any length ' 
nay plunge into adultery, murder, or ineel^, 
m. proceed to the open worihip of devils,, 
omon, without lofing their title to a throne 
ff and their juftifying, iandifying, faving 

they have done, in flat oppofition to our 
dodrine : A good tree bringtth not forth corrupt 
\tuhcr does a corrupt tree inng forth good fruit .* 
tree is known by its own fruit, Luke vi. 43.— 
is fome of them ieem determined to do, to 
nbling of the judicious, the deceiving of the 

and the hardening of infidels; notwith* 
{ our xiith article, which ftrongly guards 
trine of faith againft the SoHfidian error.—* 
works** £fays our church fn that truly Anti- 
lie articlej *' flfo*'|j[at this prefent, time] 

out NECESSARILY ^ a truc and lively fedtk'* 
mfequently bad works, of a falfe and dead 
" info much that by them a lively'* [and by 
Mrks a dead] '* faith may** ^^ be as toidtntfy 
as a tree is difcemed by the fruit J* 
in the mean time, how do they evade the 
• that article ? Why thus, David bears tiii«' 
e fruit of adultery, hypocrify, treachery, and 
, before all his kingdom : laft year he bore 
t of chadioy, fincerity, truth and brother^ 
. However, according to the Crifpian doc- 
David muft be a tree of righteoufneis now, ai 
s when he boretiie/n/i^j of righteoufnefe. 
s not the cafe, Mr. Fulfome's gofpei will be 
^cw this muft not be. That gofpei mufl 
— -" But if it fUndS| out xiuVi )ycx\^\A \^^ 
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to the ground /'-—Oh! we can prop it up b; 
that though a child of God, a tree of righte 
may now produce adultery, &c. &c. &c. yet 
certainly produce good fruit again by and < 
this falvo I anfwer, that the article hat ox 
ffrand drfigns: the one infepar^bly to coi 
uveljf faiiii and good works ; and the other, i 
cate the manner in which I may know wh 
have a Uvefy or a dead faith. Now if I may 
lively faith while I commit aduhery, &c« 4 
it evidently follows: (i) That the neotfai 
flexion between ^ Uvefy faith aind good worli 
tally loft : (2) That aduliery and murder may 
a lively faith as well as puri^ and love: — A 
That our xiith article has not even the wort 
nole of wax, and may be burned with St. J 
epiftle, as an article '^ of ftraw." And ye 
gentlemen are the perfons, that reprefent 
(elves as the only fair iubfcnbers to our articU 
charge us with prevarication for takingthexvii 
cle in connexion with the viih, the xiith, the 
and the xxxift, as well as with the latter f 
that article itfelf, which demand that the eJ 
it fpeaks of, be under ftood of conditional ele&i 
To return: Should the reader obje^ th 

* God had fufpended our falvation upon oui 

* tical belief of the truth, he would have put d 

* fptcuous a badge upon the faving truth pecu 

* each difpenfation,. that no body could hav 
^ taken it for error, enthufiafro, prieft*craft, 
' fenfe :' I anfwer : 

fi) God having decreed to prove the loyall 
moral fagacity of his rational creatures, cou 
but place them in fuch circumftances, thai 
might have an opportunity of exerting theml 
If hares ystrc chained at the doors oF dog-ke 
what fagacity could hounds manifeft abovi 
tivcs? And if the dcepeft truths always lay v 
the reach of the mod befotted fouls, what a 
tage would candid diligent enquirers have 
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ofe, who wrap their minds in the vtfil ofpreju- 
uee, and ftupidly compofe themfeWes to ileep in 
le -arms of ignorance and*floth ? 

* (2) God will reward us according to our works 
f faiih ; but if the truih were attended with an tr- 
tffiibU eneigy, if it (hone akvays upon our minds as 
Baofcendeotiy-bright, as the dazxline fun docs 
bmetimes upon our faces, would God dtfplay his 
iptCdom 10 'Tiwarding us for confefiing it ? Did he, 
lid any man in his ienfes ever ofFer to reward us 
br bolieving, that a bright luminary rules the day, 
If hen its meridian glory overpowers our fight ? 

From the preceding anfwers I conclude, that 
^•d, who makes the golden light of the fun, and 
he diver light of the moon fucceed each other, and 
who wifely tempers the blaze «f a fummer's day 
pf ihtc mildnefe .of the ftarry night, with equal 
ifiSdeifp. qualifies the blaze of the day of truth by the 
Uftkl obfcurity of a night t*^ probation \ not only that 
hcflamtng truth may be more delightful at its return, 
Mit aifo, that there may be room left for a gent/c 
)nal of our faith, and for the rcafmabk rewardaolcne/s 
yS our works of faith. 



SECTION V. 

Inferences. 

[a)TF faith IB fo clofcly connefted with Truth; 
X ipreftnt-Jahation -with faith % and eternal falva' 
lion with the zaorks of faith ; how injudicious are 
Lhofe gentlemen, who affert, that princitUs are no- 
thing ; and that it little matters what aoffcrines we 
hold, provided our a6iions are good 1 Alas ! if our 
Leading principles are wrong, how can our a&ions 
he right P If we are men of no principles^ or of ];>ad 

M Qtiaci^kS) 
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principleSi and do feemiDgly-good aftions; do w€ 
do them from bad^ pkanfaiad motives ? Even w 
fuch aftions appear good to man, who judges aa 
ing to appearance; are they not evil before 
Searcheror hearts? ^re they notdetedabl^ before 
Examiner of principles ? Undoubtedly ; if they 
pharifoical; l^focrify being the moft odious lor 
iniquity, in tfie light of him, who requires trui 
the inward parts* 

(2) If there are various forms in the fchoc 
Truth, how unreaibnable is it to fay, that none 1 
any acquaintance with her, but fuch as are in on 
the higneft forms ! And if the temple of truth 
various divifions to which we advance, as we g( 
fromjaith toJaith\ how cruel is it to confign ovc 
damnation the fmcere fouls, who have yet got 
farther than the porch ! 

(;)) If there are as many forts of religious tru 
as there are of nouriihing food ; how irsational 
to defpife thofe truths, which the apoftle comp 
to mi/A, merely becaufe they are not the tnH 
which he calls ftrong meat ! On the other ba 
if we cannot yet receive thofe ftrong truths, 1 
rafh are we, if we reprefent them as chafF or 
fon ? And what mifchief is done in the churd 
Chrift, by thofe who deal in palpable abfurdi 
and in errors demonllrated to be of a flupifyin 
intoxicating nature ; efpecially if they retail 
errors to an injudicious, credulous populace, u 
the name of rich honey and gofpel-marrozu ! 

(4) When we have once admitted, that " T 
is an holy God, who makes a difference betwcei 
juft and ihc unjuft ;" can we, without renour 
that truth, turn Antinomians, and think that a 
who defiles his neighbour's wife, can a£lually 
man after God's own heart ? — And when we 
been taught our fecond gracious leflbn ; namely 
•' We are miferable finners ;" can we, withoi 
nouncing this principle, fuppofe that we can b< 
ed any other way but by the covenant of grace 
mercy ? Away then, for ever away with AnUm 
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ind Pharifaic delufionsi which are built upon ^^^ 
uins of thefe two capital truths, God is hofyj and 
if on isJtn/uU 



\ 
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SECTION VI. 

An Addn/s to Baptized Heathens. 

HERE I would take leave of my readers ; but 
they have a con/rience, as well as rea/on ; and 
berefore I beg leave to addrefs the former of thofc 
lowers, as bluntly as 1 have done the latter; divcr- 
ifying my cxpoftulations, according to the different 
'^fes of the perfons, into whofe hands providence 
nay dired: thefe (heets. 

1. If you do not make the bulk of my readers, I 
earyo^tmake the bulk of the nation, O ye that re- 
;ard pleafure, profir, and honour, more than juf- 
icc, mercy, and the fear of God : — Ye, who try 
operfuade yourfelves, that religion is nothing but a 
:oinpound of fuperftition, enthufiafm, and prieft- 
:raft: — Yc, who can violate the laws of temper. 
IBCC or honefty without any painful remorfe ; break- 
ngthro' promires,oaths,andmatrimonialor facrament- 
il engagements, as if there were no future ftate, no 
lupreme Judge, no day of retribution, no divine 
law cna&ing, that rvkofoever loytth^ ormaketh a lie^Jhatt 
fe cajh into the lake of fire ; and that the wicked Jhall be 
itmed into hell^ with all the ptopU that forget God : — 
Ym are the perfons, that I beg leave to call Baptiz- 
BO Heath£N8. Baptifmal water was applied to your 
body, as a figure of the grace which purifies believ* 
ing fouls. Yc received, and continue to bear a 
Ckri/tian name, that binds upon you the flrongeft 
obligations you can pofTibly be under, to partake of 
Ckri/t's holinefs, and to lead a fober, Chrijiian life : 
But ham oppoEte is your conduft to that of Chrilt f 



( »30 ) 

Alas ! confcientious HaUhtns would difown 
and -fl) all Cm/ own you ? S hail* the fearcher of l 
forgive your immorality^ in coniideration of yoi 
foCTify f Will you live and die with fuch a • 
ycur ri^ht hand^ and upon your forehead ? Goc 
bid !— If you have not fold yourfelves to the fi 
of deceits for ever ; pay yet fome attention to luii 
mord^ and evan^tlicalvnjL\\ii : they recommend tj 
felvcs (o your fenlet, your reafon, and your 
fcience. 

* ( i] Regard natural truths. Earthly joyi va 
like dreams. Life flies like an arrow. Yourfrii 
or neighbours are daily fetzed by ficknefi, andc 
ged into eternity. Death comes to terminate yow 
lufioni, and fet his black fral upon your falfe 
your wanton eyes, your rapacious hand9> your 
urious palate, your (infill, treacherous breaft. 
long the king of terrors will Ocrew you down ii 
hard couch, a cofin : he will convey you awi 
his black carnage, a htarft '■ he will conBne yo 
his loarhfome dungeon, a grave-, and there he 
keep you in chains oFdarknefsand ccriuption, 
the tmmp of God fummon you \o judgment. 

(2) And fay not that the do6lrinc of a day of 
m€nt is a fable. If you do, I appeal to moral Tr 
Ii there not an eftential difference between 1 
and falfehood, between mercy and cruelty, bct^ 
honefly and villainy ? Have you, with all 
p«ins you have taken, been able tocrafe from 
bread the law of truth and mercy, which the 
teous God has deeply engraven there ? Is then 
fomcthing within you, that, bad as you are, fo 
you to wi(h your father dead, that you mav hav 
eftate; and your wife poifoned, that you may n 
another If you fay, that thcfe are only preju 
of education ; I afk. How come thefe prejudic 
be univerfal ? Why are they thefamCy even w 
the methods of education are moll contrary f ^ 
do they rei^n in the very countries, where thei 
nciihtr magijiraies nor pricjls\ and where of ci 
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foSiics ;knd pTteftcraft never bore the Tway ? If your 
-confcicnce would condemn you for the above-men- 
tioned crimes ; how much much more will God do 
it who is the author and Judge of your confcicnce ? 
Does not your good fen fe tell you, that, fo fure^as 
the wonderful machine of this world did not make^ 
and does not prejferve itfelf, there is a God, who 
made and preferves it ? and that this God is pofTei^ 
fed of ten tnoufand times more truth, equity, impar- 
tiality, juftice, and power, than all the rigkleous ru- 
lers in the world. And, to fay nothing of the checks, 
and forebodines of your guilty confcicnce; does not 
your reafon aifcover, that as certain as this great 
God is pofleiTed of infinite wifdom, power, and juf- 
tice ; and has given us a moral law, he will call us 
to an account for our breaches of it ; and that as he 
does not in general do it in this world, he will in- 
fallibly do it in a future (late ? 

(3) If reafon and confcicnce thus lead you to reli- 
gion, regard religious truths : They are fupported by 
10 great a variety of well-atte(led fa6ls, by fuch 
clouds of witnefTes, by fo many adonifhing mira- 
cles, and accomplifhed prophecies — they foperfed- 
ly agree with the glory of our Creator, the interefls 
of mankind, the laws of our nature, and the native 
defire we have for immortality— they fo exaflly coin- 
cide with our prefentj as well as future happinefs ; 
that you cannot expofe your unreafonablenefs more, 
than by rejc6ling them* 

What reafonable obje£lion can ye make to thefe 
fcriptural dire6^ions ? Ceaft to do evil* Learn to do 
good. Speak ^A^ truth in love. Return to the Lord* 
CmUupon his name. Say, '* Grant to us in this world 
the knowledge of thy Truth, and in the world to 
come life everlafting '* Confefs yourfelves finners. 

Seat (inners : fpread this melancholy truth before 
c throne of divine mercy,— fpread it with tears 
of undifTembled repentance. Except you repent^ you 
Jkail ail peri/h : but, if you fow in tears^ yo\xJhaUrtap 
mjoym ' 

M 3 ^kXi^ 
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A^d fuppofe not, that I want to drive. you to4fr 
fpair. On the contrary, I declare, that daiigerous 
as your cafe is, it is not defperate. The Eoipel of- 
fers you a remedy. You have dealt with lying fta- . - 
dows, but you may yet embrace the eteraal Tub* 
Aancci You have wounded the truth ;. but Cbri(E| 
from whom J^ou have the name of Chriftian 
Chrift, who fays, I am the truths has been wound- 
ed for you. You have crucified revealed' truth, 
and the Prince of life has been crucified in youc 
place, I point you to his crofs, and declare in the 
name of unprejudiced reafon, that few hiftories are 
^pported by fuch a variety of indifputable evi- 
dences, as the wonders that redeeming love wrought - 
on Calvary for you. 

Let not the (candalous falls of apoftates, and thiei 
bad lives of nominal Chridians, frighten you from 
the gofpel. Immoral and unloving men^ hiflh M 
their pretenfions to faith may be, are no more Chrif- 
tians than you. Suffer not the difputes ofprofeflbrs 
to keep you in infidelity ; for they prove the truth,. 
and not thefalfehood of Chriflianity ; being expreff* 
ly foretold. Nor flupidly wonder that the Serpent 
fhould moO' fpitefuUy bruife the heel of the truth 
that mod powerfully bruifes his head. Above all 
be candid; be inquifilive ; apply to the Father of 
lights for direction ; and his invidble hand will con- 
dud^ you over every rock of offence, and lead you 
to the fure foundation, the rock of ages ^ theTRVTuas 
it is Jejus, 

How ne^^tt^liai Truth to you! It always em- 
braces mercy, and mercy now embraces you. Oh ! 
the length and breadth, the depth and height of re- 
deeming mercy ! It fpaies you to believe— to re- 
pent to live. The arms of divine patience dill 

encircle your guilty foul, and bear up your mor- 
tal body above the grave. ' Crying as your fins are» 
the cries of your Saviour's blood are yei heard above 
them. Provoking as your unbelief is, it has not / 
yet provoked God to fet upon you the fcal of abfo*'^^ 
folutc reprobation* Ur.f^otted holinefs, gloriodf'-' 
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l<^jc&y> flaming power, thandering Juftice, we<()ik 
^ Mercy, bleeding Love— ^ali the divine attri« 
itcfljoin yet in a concert of grace andtruth. You 
'etheobjed of it; and the burden of theii terrify. 
\gf melting accents is, Turn ye^ turn ye : Wiy zJiU 
die^. houfe of Ifraitl ^ Why fhould iniquity htyour 
in f Turn I for I have redeemed you: Turn/ and $he 
'Md death JkJU have no power ouer you. Turn I smd 
iaJhaU have a crown of life, 

'Dius^ my dear fellow-finners, and far mcM'e ear- 
^ftkly than I caa defcribe^ Meray and Truth exert 
emfelves. ia your behalf; waiting only for your 
tnfent, to diifufe their divine perfumes through 
)ur converted fouls. Thi»iis the day of God's pozoer 

•Your gofpeUday Thi« is a day of fahationj a 

\y of the ijpfiritual jubilee^ a. day of theyear (f re* 
ife: Know it: improve it. Break your bonds :' 
iim- your liberty : change your fervice : fcorn tO' 

the devil's dcudges: become th« fervantsofthe 
ad High* The father of the prodigal fi»n runs to 
eet,. to forgive, to welcome, to embraceyou ; and 

raife your doubting hearts, he bids me imprefs 
fife gracious promifes upon your yielding brea(b« 
heft the wirhed man turneth axvayfrom his mdsednefs^ 
d does that which is lawftd and right (and what it 
are lawful and right for (inneits, than to repent, 
lieve, and i,ibey the gofp^el) he Jhall fave ktsjind 
ve^^^Let the wickedforfahe his zuayy and the unrighteems 
M his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lordy fbr 
will have mercy upon him; and to ourGod^for kg 
U AtLVHD A JiTLY pardon. 

« « ♦ «• « ' « 

SECTION VII. 

An Addrefs to Chriftianized Jews. 
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ND ye, chriftianized Jews, will ye fiiU beof- 
. feaded atour^ncere^ preaching^er^racs to all. 
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oiir rellowgentiles ? Will yc ftiii ftop your eanind 
cry out, The children of Alnahcm^ the temple rf the Uti 
utewe f Or, in other terms, We are the little flock n5- 
€ejarih)f contradiftinguifiied from the immenfe herd 
of abJoUUc reprobates ? Will yc dill affcrt + « Re- 
'^ probos ideoin hanc pravitatem addidos, quia juf- |^ 
*' to et infcrutabili Dei judicio fufcitati funt ad glO" 
^ riam ejus fua damnatione iiluftranoam :" ** fhei 
'^ the reprobates are devoted to toickednefsy becauje thro' 
*' thejiifi and unfearchahU judgment of God, tfuy wen 
•* raijed up to illufirate his gbry by their damnation f **— 
Will ye dill add ? + '* Quos vero damnationi addi- 
*^ cit, his jufto quidem et irreprehenfibili, fed in- 
*^ comprehenfibiii ejusjudicio, vitoe aditum proeclu* 
*• di :** *' That by God's juft and irreprehenfible, though 
. << incomprehenfibUjudgmenty the way to life is blocked ff 
*^for thoje, whom he has devoted to damnation f" — - 
Will yc never blufh to affcrt ? + " Quos ergo Deui 
'^ proBterit, reprobat : nf.que alia caui'a, ni(i quod ab 
*' hocreditate, quam filiis fuis pioedeftinat, illos viilt \ 
" excludere." *^ Therefore thofe wham God paffes iy, 
" he reprobates ; for no other reafon but this : He wiii \ 
^* exclude them from the inheritance^ which he predeftinattt 

^^Jorhisfons?" Will ye ftill call " blind," all 

who think, that God isjincerely loving to every man, 
without any exception in the day of Uilvation ? Will 
ye ftill monopolize the light that enlightens every man^ 
who comes into the world? Will ye ftill found the bot- 
tomlefs abyfs of divine mercy with your fiiort line, 
and judge of the Almighty's enlarged heart by tho^ 
narrownefs of your own ? O learn to know the 
God of love, the God of truth, better. He is not 
zaiUing Aat ahy Jhould pcri/h, but that all Jhould ame 
to repentance. — He commands all men every where to re- 
pent: And he bids us account his long-fufferings^ JahO' 
tion ; affuring us, that the riches of his goodnefs^ and 
forbearance^ and long-fuffering^ leadeth to repentance even 
thofe wretches, who^ after their hardnejs and impeni- 

tent^ 
f Thefe three quotations are taken from Caltdn's infiUutes, TM 
Mfi§A» Chap. 84. Sec. 14. — CbiL^.2i«^ec« ir— CVi%v«^^« te* ^* 
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heari^ trea/ure uf> unto thmfebut^ wrath againjl tks 
yfwrathf and of his righteous judgment d 

If you will not credit God*s word, pay at leaft 
g regard to his oath. AsI live fays he, Thave 
^jtafiire in the death of the mcked, but that he turn front 

my and live. Juft as if he faid ; * By myfclf 

fwear, that I have abfolutely reprobated no 
an. If any pcriih, their deflru£bion is of them- 
Ives, and not of mercilefs decrees rafhly imput- 
l to my fovereiffnty* Free-agency in man, and 
>t Free-wrath in me, iinks thofe, who make 
cir conditional rcieftion and reprobation fure by- 
cir unnecejfary unbelief, and avoidable iropcnitcn- 
'. Far from delighting abfolutely in the rcproba- 
)n of any one finner, I folemnly protcft, that 1 
ould offer violence to the liberty of the moft obfti- 
itc, and force them all into heaven by the exer- 
m of my omnipotence, if my truth as a Lawgiver,. 
|f juftice as a Judge, my veracity as the inlpirer 

my prophets, my wifdom as a Re warder, and 
^ equity as a Punifher, did not abfolutely for- 
dit/ 

omc then, my prepoflcfTed brethren, (how your- 
z^the children of Abraham ; return to the God of 
r Father- -the God by whom all the families of 
artfi are blessed in the feed of Abraham. Think 
that the Lord i^ only jealous of his fupreme db- 
ion ; nor make him mercilefs towards count- 
myriads of reprobated infants to extol theorem 
'eignty^ which your imagination has fet up. 
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Set not at odds heav'n's jarring attributes : 
Nor, with one excellence, another wound.' 
lis '* all o'er, confummate, abfolute. 
Full-orbed, in his whole round of rays com* 



te" 



iful in the day of falvation, zndjujl in the day 
idsment, to (very individual of the human race. 

What 
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MThal can you poflibljr objed toa doArine fib 
al, (b icriptural, fo worthy ofGod ? 

If you complain that we make the « 
heaven too broad, I a(k, Ought we not to 
Cent it as broad as the fcriptures make it ? I 
make it wider than St. Peter did, when trutl 
love made him dived himfelf of his jewiih pre 
ces, and cry out with plcaiing amaze : Of a in 
perceive^ that God is no refpecier qfperjons ; but in . 
nation hi that fcareth him^ and workuh righteoufncfsL 
tipudoj him I Or, do we make it NAanowER t 
St. Paul, when he wrote, If ye live after theJUfk^ 
fialldie: no adultncr^ 6?c« hath asy inheritance in 
kingdom o/God f 

For your own credit do not afk : ^* If all me 
'* may be faved thro' Chrift, by following the ligl 
'' of the gofpel-difpcnfation, which they are unoei 
'' what advantage hath the Chriflian P and. whai 
•* profit isthcreof baptifm and Chriflianity ? "If you 
make fuch an objeclion, you (how yourfelvcstobe 
•* CHRISTIANIZED Jews" indccd. The apoftlc hai 
juft faid, // the uncircumcijion i. c. if uncircumciW 
Heathens [like Mtlchifedcc or Job, Cornelius or 
the CanaanitiQi woman] keep tiu righteoufnefs ofththM 
according to their light, ^a// not their uncircuncijionit 
counted for circumcifion f that is, (hall they not befavci 
as well as if they were circumcifed Jews ? St. Paul 
faw, that the partial heart of the Jews would take 
fright at his doflrine ; and would fl[ari an obje6lion 
capable of demolifhing. if poiFible, the impartiality 
of God and the frecncfs of the evcrlafting gofpel 
He therefore produces this formidable obje^ioc 
thus : If the (^entiles may be faved byfollowin| 
their light, what advantage hath the Jew ? or tohcUproJii 
is there of circumcifion ? Rom,.i;i i. The anfwc] 
whicn he gives, {lops the mouth of all Jews, wiie 
ther ihcy live in London, Rome, or Jerufalcih 
The J^ws, fays he, [aTid much more the Chridians 
have much advanta^^e every way^ chie/ly becaufe unto then 
were committed the oracles of God. The Heatheai have 

onl 
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only the light of God's works, the light of God's pro- 
videncey the light of rv^T^, the light of coTifcience^ and 
the light of that faving grace^ which has appeared U 
aG men, teaching tkm tokvefoberly, righteoujly and godly ^ ' 
and reproving them when they do not. But the Jews 
over and above this five-fold light, have the light of 
the old Teftament ; and ChriilianS| the light of the 
new. 

* Come then, my prejudiced brethren, let St. 
Paul's anfwer fattsfy you. Get from under your 
parched gourd of reprobation : Let not your eye be evil^ 
iecau/e God is good ; nor fret, like Jonah, becaufe the 
Father of mercies extends his compaflion, even to 
all the humbled Heathens in the great city of Nini- 
veh. As the eUH of God, put on bozods of mercy, and 
ihow yourfelves the genuine children of him, who 
is loving to every man, and tohofemercy is over all his zoorks •• 
So Oiall your miftakes no longer ftraiten your minds, 
Ibur your tempers, and (hut your hearts againft your 
•« fi0n-e^!^^" neighbours. 

' ^ * And fuppoiing you are of the happy few, in 

'whofe ibuls the impartial grace of God over-rules 

'the ordinary confequences of your partial do£brines : 

Suppofing you are loving fa. fv^ry man, and 

have more bowels of mercy than the God whom you 

«xtol :——— Suppofing you are true to all men, and 

jurpafs in finarity the God whom you recommend, 

who calls aU men every when to repent, ancj. all the 

day long ftretches out his hands in token of his com- 

. paffionate love to people, on whom he abfolutely 

fixed his immortal hatred before the foundation of 

the world : •«—— Suppofing, I fay, you have the hap- 

pinefs of being fo much better than your principles, 

lb much holier than the God of your opinions* 

iNote;l fay not the God of your salvationJ 
Then -renounce thofe opinions^ and you will no 
longer countenance Antinomianifm, deceive the 
fimple, contradi£b yourfelves, ihock moralifls) and 
. render Chriftianity contemptible in the eyes of all, 

that 
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that confound it with your do^nes ofjardbkffg 
to hundreds, and oSJorcdiU wrath to thoufandj. 

* \ Should you cuunrccance your Jfewi/h notiii 

by faying, ** \Vc arc Chrifiians: wc have nothings 

do with the Heathens;" I anfwer : (i) Youhai 

far too much to do with them, when, by the dai 

trine which you fo zealoufly inculcate, you fend thai 

one and all, to the pit: unlels they are brought ua 

dcr the Qrj'i-ijR difpenfation. (2) Ycu renounce di 

church 01 h:.^!and, if you difregard them: for 01 

Good-Friday fthe d^y on which Chrift.^tf^ ie^ 

Joy every man] ihe enjoins u& to pray thus for them; 

« O merciful God, who hated nothing that thou bifl 

<* made, nor wouldeft the death of ajivntr, but ftA< 

" THE a that he Ihould be conncpted and live, hire 

*' mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidelf, and fifl^ 

« ritics." (3) You indiredly facrifice the feelim«f 

humanity, and the honour of God's perfe^iwilo 

y|ur unlcriptural dodrine, when you embrace dil 

horftd idea of the enfured damnation of the H^ 

thenj, for the injudicious plea^re of faying, ^^1^ 

<* me! Why me I" and of teaching the pobrdV 

lures, while ihey fink into the bottomle(s''|B»lPK> 

fky, <« Whymcl Why me !"— A dreadful Wkfm 

this, which is not lefs ofFenlive to God's juftice, IB' 

partiality, goodnefs, and truth ; than your Wkytt 

IS to his wifdom, equity, veracity, and holineb* 

(4) If Ciiin was culpable for intimating, that he bad 

nothing to do with his brother, when be had juft 

knocked him on the head; are they praife-worti^i 

who enjoy with peculiar delight, and recommenil 

with uncommon glee, ** dodlrines of grace" [fo cal" 

IcdJ which (ibfolutcly fix the unavoidable damns' 

tiofl 
f Should the pcrfons, whom I now addreft, fay, that I falfifj 
riiy fiibfcriptioiis to the i8:h article of our church, by afliertioj 
I hat even thr Heathens, who fear God and work righteoufocfs bj 
ilic general light of Chrift's grace, are accepted thro' C brill's un* 
iciiown merits; I refer them to the 57th and 58th pages of tb( 
vindicatioD of Mr. Wefley's Minutes, where that objedion is lO* 
♦wefed. 
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fperfaapias many millions of their unborn fel- 
reaturei, as Abel had hairt upon his head ? 
do they mend the maUer, when, to vindicate 
fevere opinions, they calmly wipe their mouth, 
'ay, *' We have nothing to do with the Hea- 

:" That is, in plain EngHQi, " Our ortho- 
demands, that they (hould inevitably perifb, 
y do not explicitly believe in Chrift crucified 
om they never heard : nor do we care what 
3es of them. Let them fink, provided our doc- 

ftand." 

ny dear brethren, my heart is enlarged towards 
hough your's is flraitened towards the Hea- 
Suffer the. word of expoilulation one mo« 
more. Do not you deteft the chara^*r of a 
harifee? I know you do, in the circuuicifed 
ny : And why (hould you admire it in the 
;ed race? I am perfuaded, that you abhor iHe^ 
ijory bull of thofe felf-eledcd men of old.: 
from the height of their orthodoxy, looked 

upon their neighbours, and faid, " This pea* 
lo knox^tth not** [what we call] ** the law, arc 
** And will you exemplify their uncharita- 
fitivenefs by indiredly faying, This people, thctm 
ds of men, who know not [what we call3 .the 
L, are curjed? Will ye turn chriflianized Pha- 
to countenance abandoned Antinomians .^ 
: the fpark of candor in your bread is (lirred, 
In^ofl fets fire to your prejudices. You arc 
red, you are ready to yield to the force of 
; fome of you would do it even now, if you 
lot afraid, that our do6irine of/r^^^rac^ ob- 
the Chri/tian difpenfation, and encourages the 
ious delufion of antich&istian Moralists* 
ivince you, that your fear is groundlefs, pcr- 
\ to expoilulate with them before you. 



N SEC- 



( HO ) 



SECTION VIII. 
An Addrefs to amtkhriftian Moralifts, 

MORAL MEN, who ridicule the Chfifiian fafth; 
you fuppofe, that your honefly counterbalances 
your fins, which by a foft name, you call Joilda ; 
and for which you hope, God will never .puniih 
you with hell-torments. I do not defire to maKc tbe 
word of Uiings* I wi(h, you were as good as you 
^cy yourfclves to be. I wilh, you may have been as 
exa8; in all the branches of your duty as yoa pre- 
temL I would rejoice, if the law of rcfpeftful obcdi» 
ence to your fuperiors, of courteous love to your 
e({uals, and of broth erly-kindnefs to your inferiors 
had always been fulfilled in your words and a6lion8| 
in your looks and tempers. I am ready to congratu- 
late you, if in all cafes ye have done to your Jdlo^ 
creatures, exadly as ye would be done by. But per- 
mit me to afk : If you hsiwc feUouhcreatureSy have yoa 
not a Creator ? And if you have a Creator, do xnA. 
reafon, and confcience, command you to render to 
him warm gratitude, chearful praife, humble adora- 
tion, and conftant obedience. But have ye done 
this one year, one month, one day, one hour in all 
your life ? ^ 

Altho* ye are* fo ready to make us underftand, that 
ye are not as other men, adulterers, unjuft, unchari- 
table, hypocrites, are ye entirely fati>fied with your 
own goodnefs ? Nay if ever you looked ivto the perJtB' 
law of liberty, and fearched your breads with the candle 
ojthe Lord, can you fay, before the omnifcicnt fcarch* 
er of heart and fpirits, that there is one of the com- 
mandments which you never broke in its fpiritual' 
meaning ? 

Ifuponfecond thoughts ye cannot acquit youF- 
felves: and if God's digmiy as aCicator^ bis veracity • 
as a lawgiver^ his wifdom. as a ^ONtxwoi>Yvv%\w^\cA 
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, hisholinefsas a God, forbid him to hold 
guiltlefs: or to forgive them in a manner in* 
with any one of his infinite perfections ; 
fe to defpife an Advocate with him — a di- 
let — an atoning Mediator ? Is it prudent 
run from ihe cityof refuge, to which ybu 
with unabated fwiftnefs ? Do ye aft a rea- 
irt when ye iheher under the difpenfation 
athens, m>m the blefltngs that purfue, and 
ight that furrounds you, in this Chriftian 
L may allude to the myflerious divifions of 
s temple : will ye obftinately remain in the 
Gtntitts^ when you arc gmcioufly invited to 
5 tkt holy flacej with fincerc tews : yea, 
fyofkohes, with true Chriftians r Think ye 
Lufe righteous Heathens are faved without 
:it knowledge of Chrift, ye ftiay be faved 
r plan ? If ye. do may the followiftg rc- 
ip you to fee the .utireafonablehrs of this 
n ! 

to repeat the hints already given td bctptiz- 
tj ; I afk : Is not a grain of (incey^ love to 
5 very beginning of a true converfion?)* 
a frncerc lover of lig^t, who tiihs awfty 
light of the fun and miiioh, under pr6t'enc6 
as the light of a ftar ? Do ^hofb people 
)ve money, who when they ai'efftOTnttd 
and^/i;er, throw it back to the face t^f their 
r, becaufe they hive fomc ^a/i^ Arid is 
\\^^ Jincnx lover of fruth, who coiTtcmpt- 
cfts the filver truths of the Jewifti di^en- 
d the golden truths of the Chtidian Igofpel, 
etencc that he is an adept in " the religion 
," and has, what I beg leave to call, the 
leathcnifm ? 

; talk much of the fdigidn of nature : But 
: not diftinguifh between the religion no- 
lan in his unfalUn ftatc, and that which is 
> him in his fallen condition ? Is not the re- 
hich is natural to the healthy, untialural SLti&' 
K 2 frequently 
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frequently deftruftivc to the fick ? If upright, in- 
nocent man needed not a fpiritoal phyfician, does it 
follow that depraved, guilty man can do without one? 
Does not lieathenifm allow the fall and degeneracy 
of man? Have notfome of the wifeft Pagans feep, 
'tho' darkly, the need both of a mediator, and oft 
propitiatory facrifice ? Do ye think it prudent, fo to 
depend upon your own righteoufnefs^ as to trample 
under foot the Jewifh and Chnftian revelation, to- 
gether, with the difcoveries ofconlidcrate Heatliens? 
Does your wifdom (bow itfelf to advantage, when 
it thus makes you fink below Heathenifm itfelf? 

(3) No adult Heathen was ever faved without the 
rcj)entance oF the contrite publican. " 1 am a guilty 
lielplefs (inner, totally undone, if the mericy of him 
that made me, does not extend itfelf to me : great 
Author of my cxiftencc, pity, pardon, andfaveme 
for thy mercy's fake." Now, if ye were brought td 
this genuine repentance, would ye defpife the light 
of revelation, that recoiiimends it, and leads on to 
farther attainments ? Think ye, that thofc who (in- 
cerely rejoice in the dawn of day, will readily decry 
morning light ? Is it not therefore much to be £!^area| 
that Pharifaifm and impenitency, (land in your way 
to Chriftianity, niore than refoe6^ for reafon and 
truth ? Nay, does not reafon^hia you aflfent to well- 
attefled matter of fa£b ? And are not thejewiih and 
Chriftian revelations fo infeperably conne6led with 
notorious events, that it is lefs abfurd to doubt the 
exploits of Alexander and Caefar, than to difbelieve 
the miracles of Mofes and Jefus Chrift ? 

(4) The Heathens, who were faved without the 
explicit knowledge of Chrift, far from dejpijing it as 
you do, implicitly de(ired it; and thofe, that were 
Dle(red with a ray of it, rejoiced in it like Abraham. 
That precious knowledge is offered to you ; and, 
(hocking to fay ! you rejefl it ! you make fport with 
it! you pafs jefts upon it! you call it impofhire! 
enthu(ia(m!— Oh ! how much mo^t tokrabUyfiW it 
be for pharifaic Heathens ; yea, for Chorazin and 

- ^^vM^lda 
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JBfethfaida in the day of judgment, than for you, if 
you die under fo fatal an error ! And how can ye 
natter yourfelves, that becaufe righteous Heathens, 
"Vrho have but on^ talent, (hall be faved in the fait h- 
Jul improvement of it ; you, who havc^i/c, fhall be 
faved, though you \^\xty Jour of them ? 

*' Oh! but I, for one, improve the fifth: lam 
moraL" — God forbid, I (houid difcountenance mora" 
Hfy ! lvalue it next to piety : nay, true morality i}» the 
fecond branch of true piety, Neverthelefs, this you 
muft permit me to fay : Your morality hath either 
pride, impenitency, and hypecrify at the bottom;, 
or humility, (incerity, and truth. If it is the form- 
er; your moraiky^ like Jonah's gourd has a worm at- 
its root. When the fun of temptation (hall (hine 
warmly upon you, or when death (hall lay his cold: 
hand upon you, your morality will wither, and af- 
ford you neither fafety, nor comfort : But, if it has - 
fincerityf and truth at the bottom ; and if you are - 
faithful; your little light will increafe, the clouds* 
Aifed by your prejudices will break, and you (hallt. 
fte the i^ary ofGldJhirdng in thefaa of Jefus Ckrift^ be— 
Caufe, like Saul of Tarfus, you do not oppoie the* 
the truth malicioufly, but igntranify in unbeutf. And 
Oh ! may thefe pages convey to you the accents of 
that Tnik^ whicn^i/ make you Jree ! and may the* 
gnciouB voice^ which formerly thundered- in the- 
un of the great Jewiflr moralift, the fierce oppofer 
of die Chriftiah gofpcl, Saul I Ssnl I why ptrjecuttfi ' 
tksm mif— May that voic«, I fay, whifper to each 
efyxMif **Honeftu6! Honeftus ! why neglediefl thou 
a« ? I am Jifiu whom thou j^r/enU^— Jefus, who « 
yet aft a Mediator's part between my- righteous Fa- 
ther and thy f<6lf-rfghteoci»fottL It is hard for thte to • 
kick Mgainfithe pricks of my truth, and the flings of* 
thy confcience.-^I am a fun of righteoufnefis and> 
truth: wrap thyfelf in unbelief no more; let the 
beamsof my grace penetrate thy prejudiced foul, and^ 
kiiidle redeeming, love in thy frozen bread. Nor - 
fQrae bm: by an' oiflinate and^M/ denial of me before - 

N 3, >Kaft^^.. 




{ M4 ) 

men, to fulfil upon thee the mod terrible of all my 
threatnings by denying thee alfo ^ore my Father and 
his anoets; fori t/* ye, to whom my gofpelis fully 
preached, believe not that lam he^ ye JhaU die in yaw 
finsr 



****** 

SECTION IX. 

Au' Addrefs to a Penitent Mourner* 

THOU denied that loving Redeemer no longef) 
O thou poor, MOURNING-PENITENT, who ait 
ready to fink under the burden of thy litis, and long- 
•eii to find reft for thy dying foul. The Lord, who 
•pronouT]ices thee bleffed^ fays, Comfort ye^ comfort yi 
my mourning people.-^By whom JhaU I comfort thee ^-^ 
Oh I that it were by me ! Oh ! that I were (b happy 
as to adroirvifler one drop of gofpel-cordial t^ thy 
/ainti^ng fpiritt Thou haft received the woundi$i^ 
truths of the gofpel % why (houldeft thou rejeft the 
healing x>nes ? Thou haft eaten the bitter herbs of re- 
pentance : yea, thou preferreft them to all the fweets 
of fin : Wlw then, Oh ! why ihould thy heart rife 
againil the ftefh and blood of the true pafchal Lamb? 
Why ftiouldeft thou ftarve, when aU things are now 
ready? Why (houldeft thou not believe the ivAofe 
truth, as well as one part of it ? Will the word of 
Cod*s grace be more tjrue ten years hence, thati it is 
now? IsnotCAr^ the fame yejlerday^ t^^day^ and far 
ever ? li thy* dull believing in God has^lready (aved 
thee from thy vain converiation^ and thy outward 
fins ; how much more will a chearful believing in the 
Lord Jefosy fave thee into Chriftian righteoufnelSi 
peaf:e, and joy in the Holy Ghoft ! 

Do not begin to make excufe and' fay, ^^ I muft not 

believe the joyous truths of the gofpel, till they are 

^7^ powerfully applied to my foul**' It is right, 
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very right for tbcc, for all, never to reft fhort of fach 
an appCcation. But how art thou to wait for it ? 
In thq way of duty ? Or out of it ? Surely in the 
way of duty. And is it not thy duty, no longer to 
ikake God a liar f Is it not thy bounden duty, as it is 
thy glorious privilege, to^^ thy ftal^ as thou canfl, 
to the word of God's^rac^, as well as to the declara- 
;ion of hisjuftia f Does he not charge thee to believe 
[tho* it fhould be in hope againjl hope] the reviving 
'tcord, which he has given of his Son ? Is not this the 
'ecord : That God has given to us eternal life^ and this life 
s in his SonJ^^TYidX to as many as receive him — that is, 

as many as believe on his name, he gives power to be- 
ime the Jons of God ?— i hat God commenddh his love 
mards us, in that when we zoere yet fmners^ Chriji died 
or US' — That he was delivered for our offences^ and rqfe 
gain for our juftijication ? — And that he even now 
\akdh interceffionfor us ; bearing us out of hell in the 
rms of his mercy ; and drawing all men to him^ who 
tjlijieth the ungodly^ that renounce their ungodlinefs 

1 thou hail done, and believe in Jejus as I want thee 

)dO ? 

If it is a faying worthy of all men to be received^ that 
%rifl Jefuscame into the world tofave even the chief of 
nners^ upongofpel terms; he undoubtedly came to 
ive me and thee. Do not thou then fooliOiIy ex- 
ommunicate thyfelf from redeeming love. Away 
nth thy unchriftian,^ difcouraging notions about ab** 
>lute reprobation, praelerition, non-ele£iion, &c« 
ic. Doubt not but thou art conditionally eled:« 
d, that is, chofen in Christ to eternal falvation ; 
ea peculiarly chofen of God explicitly to believe 
• that Jufi pne^ who gave himfelf a ranfomfor all^ and 
y his one oblation of himfelf once offered, made a 
all, perfe^ and fufficient facriEce, oblation, and 
atisfa£lion for the fms of the whole world*— Be- 
ieve then thy eleElion^ and that of God, — As cei;tain 
is Chrift hung upon the crofs, flefh of thy flefh and 
>one of thy bone, thou art chofen to eternal falvation 
iHKO* fanSification of thefpirit^ and belief of the truth. 

^ ' Wilt 
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Wilt thou then be powerfully favcd here, and eter- 
nally faved hereafter ? Only make thy calling and eUc' 
tionfure, thro' sANCTiriCAtioN, of the Jfiirit ; and 
rmkcfandification of tkefpirit Jure^ thro* belisf (f 

the TRUTH. 

Believe, as well as thou canft, this comfortable, 
this fanftilying truth, God Jo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son^ that whosoever beUeoetk 
on him^ JhoMld notperijhj but have everlaMng life* Be 
not afraid to conclude, upon the aivine record, 
that God loves thee, that Chrift gave himfelf/or tHEE, 
and that the Holy Ghod will glorioufly witnefs the 
Saviour's love to thy foul. And calmly, yetcarneft- 
ly wait for a divine token, and an abiding fenfe of 
this love upon thy heart. 

But, I repeat it, wait in faith : — wait, believing 
the truth : — wait, doing thy work ; and Chrift will 
furely finifh his own : He will favc thee to the utter- 
moft, from fin and hell, into holinefs and heaven. 
Remember, that as he once bled for thee, fb he now 

worketh in thte both to will and to do» « - Up^ then, and 

be doing, Work out thy ownfalvation with fear and 
trembling. Thou canfl never jdo God's part, and Bo 
wiU never do thine : Do not expe^ it ; nor let the 
fong of ^< fitiiihed falvation** make thee concludei 
that thou haft nothing to do. 

To eat or drink fpiritually, and to believe or recove. 
the truth, are gofpetterms of the fame import. Come 
then, leave all thy excufes to thofe, who nave learn* 
ed the leffons of voluntary, tirefome humility. If the 
kifig oiFered thee a prefent, would it npt be iroper- 
tiiient to make him ftretch out his hand for an hour,, 
under pretence that thou art not yet worthy of his 
bounty ? And thinkeft thou, that a fimilar condu^ 
18 not highly provoking to the King of Kings? 
Does he not complain, / cdUed and ye refufed : — 
/ ftand at the door and knock ;— — / am wet with the 

dew of the night : AH Uie day long have t'^retchedi 

my hands to a gainfaying amd di/bbedient people f Come 
tbextf kno\^ thy place; liiiwv* xVv^ QisA\ fend thy 



\ 
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ibfurd cerefmonioufners back to Geneva : crucify thy 
;uilty fears on Calvary : and make the beft of thy 
vay to Sion, the mountain where God has made unto 
KhL people a feaft sfjai things, ^ f^^fi of toinesj of fat 
'Janes juU of marrow, of wines well refined. 

There is room, fays the Lord: bind their fouls with 
ill the cords of divine and brotherly love ; draw 
ihem with the bands of a man, with arguments, 
threatflings, promifes, expo dulat ions, compel them to 
UHne in. There is balm enough in Gilead, bread 
inough in my houfe, love enough in my heart, blood 
snough in the fountain that my (on has opened for fm, 
{rice enough in the river that flows from my throne, 
truth enough in the gofpel of my grace, to heal, 
nourifli, delight, tranfport a world of prodigal fons 
and daughters. And is there not enough for thee, 
y/hofeareft Godf for thee, to whom the word of this 
Chriftian, this great faluation isfent ? Did not Chrift 
himfelf break the bread of confolation for thee, when 
he bid. Take, eat, this is my body, which is broken for 
jatf Did he not offer thee the cup of falvation, 
when he added, Tlds is the New Teftament tn my blood 
fled for the remijion of fins ; drink ye all of it, and 

carry it into all natioffs preach it, offer it, to ei^ery 

treature. I bring thee this bread ; it came down from 
heaokn to give life to the world : it was furely confecrat- 
Kd in Gcthfemane, and broken on Calvary /<?r thee, 
nan, for thee, woman, and for thy falvation* Oh ! 
if the fragments of perifhing, barley-bread were fo 
to be gathered, that none of them might be lofl ; 
Mfith what thankfulnefs fhouldfl thou receive the 
tnorfel, which I fet before thee! With what hunger 
(^ter righteoujhefs fhouldft thou feaft upon it ! How 
(houldit thou try to rclifh every crumb, every par- 
ticle of gofpel-truth of the meat that endureth to 

rverlafting /e/ir— of the word of the Lord, that abidetk 
for ever. 

Wonder at our Lord's condefcenfion. Left thou 
(houldfl think, that tve word of his fervantk is in- 
Bgoificant, when it is the word of truth : he frays' 
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particularly for them^ thatjkak hdkoe on him tkrc* that 
word ; and he afks. How is it that ye do not difumtka 
time of love ? Yea^ and why eoen of yomjdvts yi^f^ 
not what is right and makes for your peace ?— O ir» 
that have no money ^ come^ iuyand eat wine and milk lym 
eat and drink abundantfy, belovedy zoithout money od 
without priu. Hearken diligently unto me : eat ye ihM 
which is good : Let your foul delight itJdfinfatn^Sfin 
the rich eft goTpel-truchs. Whofoeoer willj let him em 
and take of the bread and zoater of Ufe Jreefy. Thu$ ik 
water and the bloody the /pint and the word/weetly agio 
tomvitethee, to chide thy delays, to bid thee com ^ 
and welcome to Chrift, and to all the unfiarckdk | 
riches of his gncc. 

If thou refufeft this drop of gofpel-oordial, tM 
crumb of the bread of life; or if, after a faioia^ 
tempt lo take ir, thou finkeft back into thy ftupi4«i* 
belief. I beg leave to enquire into the reafon. (i) li 
it the hour md the power ofdarknefs ? Is thy miodfil 
confufed, and thy heart fo diftnid«d» that in tMt 
moment thou canfV neither confider, rior welcoOM. - 
the truth ? In this cafe, wait groaning ! If thou a&K 
not wait in hope believing againft hopty endeavour at 
lead not to yield to defpair. This ftorm will btm 
blow over : the time of n/rejhing will come and the 
iaord, who permits thee to have fellowifaip ml^ 
him in Gethfemane, will foon enable thee to triumpk 
with him upon the mount. 

(2) Haft rhou little or no appetite for the truth? 
In this cafe I fear, thou (lill feedeft upon hufksand 
afhes, which fpoil thy fpiritual digeftion ; and I 
advife thee to exercife repentance ; remembering that 
to be carnally minded is death, and that the promifeii 
not made to the (lothful : but to them, who thro* 

faith and patient continuance iri well doings feek for glory% 
to them who, in taking up their crofs, and denying 
themfelves, inherit the goipeUproraifes. 

(3) Haft thou made an abfurd covenant with uo« 
belief^ as Thomas ? Art thou determined not tocre- 
dit God's rccof d| utvleh Vie cQta«« down to tkjr 
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PDoft thou ftill confound faith withits fruiU 
rod's work with thine own ?«-If this is thy 
how ju&iy may the Lord fufler thee to go on 
ig, notonly for a week, as the obftinateapoftle 
but for years! And after all, when thou, haft 
iifhonoured God, and tormented thyfelf by thy 
I unbelief : thou wilt be glad to dq upon a 
-bed, what I want thee to do now. Being thus 
indedby threatening billows, driven from thy 
I moorings and tofled into true wiidom, thou 
without ceremony venture upon the merits and 
of thy Saviour, and ftrtve to enter by wreftU 
litb, and agonizing praver, into rhhUoufntfs 
mdjoy in the Mly Gh§A* Happy would it be for 
Q thebracan time, if thou wert not wtfer in thy 
:onceit than feven men that can render a rest» 
if thou wert not obftinateiy bent upon nuriing 
jrfe ; if thou didft confer with flem and blood 
Mre : and if regarding the go^pel-paflport more 
ibiiiidian embargoes, and the wotd of God 
than the difpiriting fpeeches of faint4iearted 
thou becameft one of the b^abes, to whom it is 
etoeniyfatlur's gcodpkafurt to give the kingdom ; one 
VIOLENT who take it by force. Thoa wouldftfoon 
•that thefe t wa difpofitions are at compatible as 
WO' gofpel-axiomt- : and receioing the end of thy 
;boii wouldft foon, perhaps to day, taftiethe 
rs of the world to come* 



S E C T I O "N X, 

An Addrefs tQ Chriflian AUcoers. 

? tafle thofe powers, happy believers, who 
fee that God is. love-^^KKiBdlefa^ free, re* 
hg^ pardoning^ com fot ting, Hmfttfying love in 
Chrift, The more youoelieve it, theinoro 
vl ii. Do then always the OHnrk oj jdJiA^ ^k^ 
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you £hall always abound in tf^ patience of 
the labour »f Umu You have believed the 
it has made you free: Worfhip M^ Hoc 
Triumph in Chri/tj M^ living Truth: And fc 
tized with ths Spirit of Truth : Beware of I 
/peak the words of/obernefs and Truth : God 
author of nonfenle. 

Sail with all poflible care thro' the f^r; 
rifaifm and Antinomianifm. Many, b) 
from the word, have made Jhiptureck o 
While fome reft in high, Phaiifaic for 
catch at empty folifidian (hadows; or llic 
peculiarities oi a cenforious myilicifm, ha 
ielves againft the gentUnefs oj Chrifl, an 
part of the truth as it is in Jefus : Embr 
whole : Be valiant for the whole : Recon 
whole : But, above all, bring forth the f 
who!e. 

Be fteady : Many who believed once 

ye dOy that Chrift was a facrifice for fii 

him now only as a martyr for the truth. 

who were fully periuaded, that God is loi 

man while the day of falvation lafts, now 

yea perhaps delight to hear it, that he 

mercilefs to myriad« of his unborn crea 

not thus carried about by a blaft of vain d 

oppofition to ;the full tide of fcripture a 

Honour all men, and give double honour t 

whom it is due ; but be not moved from y 

faftnefs either by names, or tiumbers. 1 

truth by popularity, is abfurd. Warm mei 

work upon the pamons qf the pppulace, w 

be popular ; go not then by that dece 

When truth is at -ftake, mipd popular a| 

little as a fyren's fohg ; and iregard a Bonn< 

little as a Nebuchadnezzar's dulcimer. B 

trie furpace of petfeCuttoii with t%iro co 

rathfir thea bow with thousands to the ];no 

ttie npLofi celebrated, and <be rich eft imag 

//'^bi^/.twOcompamon&ioiCaVLe^Qu do n 

ifiq irdth^ turn not your Wck u^otk V^t^ 
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BtS:you mod ! Run not away from her colours, 
en the enemy pours in like a flood. If fhe is 
vcn out of the profefling church, follow her to 

wildernefs — ^^and if need be, to the den of lions. 
ere the God of Daniel will be with you ; And 
nee he will bririg you out ; for God will ftand by 

truth, and ftic will prevail at laft. Buy her therc- 
2 at any rate : buy her^ tho' you (hould give your 

mite of wealth, and your laft fcrap of reputation 

her;' and fdl her not, tho' you fhould gain the 
ole world by the unhappy bargain. 
Theft things f O men of God, have I written unto you 
zerninj them that, by fair (hows of voluntary hu- 
ity, f i(iace yoU' mto Pharifaiim or Antinomianilin : 
•u will often be obliged to part wi\\v peace in order 
maintain truth'; but you never need part»with 
;• Be you herein followers of Chrift and St. 
al. You know that the Pharifees, the Herodiana, 
\ Saducecs^ and the Devil himlelf, would gbdly 
76 made peace with thoie two champions ot the 
th, upon the icandalous teems of betraying and 
ing her* up. But St. Paul had not fo learned 
rift, and our Lord fcorned to deny himfclf the 
jth, and to worfhip the Father of lies. See how 
mly, how lovingly, how relolutely they fight 
s good, this bloody Hght of faith. They meet 
ids and prifons, the bldody fword and the igno- 
nious crofs. And how many ftand by them in 
:ir extremity? Have ye forgotten the amazing 
Eflber iV They all forfook fuinandJled^^ALL mjtujur- 
i me^ I pray God it may not be laid to their charge, 
id, aftonifhing! Judas, Peter^ and Demasled the 
1. — O Jefu'fe, ftand by our wcaknefs, and we will 
id by thy truth. Thou fay ft, zoillye alfggo azaay f 
d to whom Jhould we go, gracious Lord ; Hajl thou 
: the words oj everlajling lift ? Art thou not theHght 
he world and the life oJ men ? Our light, and our 
t? Could all ihcjtars in thy church, fupply the 
nt of thy light to our Ibuls ? No, Lord : Be then 
'iun'andfhieild for ever. Vilit the earth ag^in, 

O thoa 
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thou uncreated iiin of righreoufnefs : Haften thy fif 
cond advent : Thy kingdom come ! Shine witbof 
a cloud ! Scatter the laft remains of error's nigUI 
Kindle our minds into pure truth ! our hearts fUtk 

fierfe£b love ! our tongues into ardent prarfe I OiK 
ives into flaming obedience ! 

Bold may we wax, exceeding bold, 
No more to Error's ways con mrm. 
Nor (brink thy harfheft Truths t'unfold, 
But more than meet the gathering flortti» 

Adverfe to earth's erroneous throng. 
May each now turn his fearlefs face ; 
Stahd as an iron pillar ftrong. 
And ftedfaft as a wall of brans. 

Give us thy might, thou God of pow'r, 
Then let or men, or fiends alTail ; 
Strong in thy ftrength, we'll (land a tow*^, 
Impregnable to earth or hell. 



A N 

P P E N D I X 

Anjwering Jovtc ohje^ionsm 

TO plead for Error in an Effay on Truth woul 
be prepofterous. If I have done it, it h 
been inadvertently; and I Ihall be thankful toai 
of my readers, who will be ai the trouble to fet n 
right. But I once more beg forward difputants, n 
toproduceaiTertions and inveftives, infleadof arg 

ment 
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&ts; and not to wire-draw the controverfy by (lill 
ing objediions, which I have already anfwered ; 
eis they (how, that fuch anfwers are infufficient ; 
I my arguments are inconclufive : and the fcrip- 
es I quote, mifapplied. Four of thofe obje6^ions 
u^ever, deferve a more fuller anfwer. 

U Should it be faid, *^ I puzzle people by alTert- 
ing that there can be any other faying faith, but 
the Chriftian faith; and any other objcit of fa v ing 
faith but Chriji crucified:** I reply, that, though 
tift crucified is the capital obje£l of my faith, I dare 
It admit the contraEiecL notions, that the Solifidians 
ive of faith : becaufe, if I did, I (hould fubfcribe 
the ructffary damnation of three parts of my fellow- 
loets out of four; and reje6b Chrift's word, under 
etence of exalting his perfon : Take a few mc^re 
^ncesofit. 

^ Did not our Lord himfelf &y to his difciples, 
wt faith in God; diftinguifhing that faith, from 
ith in himfelf, as mediator, John xvii. ^ Uoes 
>t St. Paul declare, that, as believing God tuas im-' 
led to AbrahatnJoT righteoufnefs ;.fo itjhali be imputed 
usy if we believe on Him, that raifed up Jefus our 
)rdJrom the dead ? And can we read Heb. xi. 
ithout feeing, that the faith there defcribed, is 
ore general than the faith, which chara6lerizes the 
rifiian difpenfation ? By what art can we make 
pear, that Chrift crucified was the obje£l of thofe 
iievers, of whom the apoflle fays, By faith Noah 
med with fear built an ark 'By faith Ifaac bUJfed 

icahAnD Esau [the fuppofed reprobate J c^mc^mTi^ 
ings to come : — ; — By faith Jacob bUffed thefhns of Jo- 
th > By faith Jfofeph gave commandment concern* 
I his bones By faith the harlot Rahah perifhed not 

^th them that believed not^ when Jhe had received the 
its f If you fay with refpe£^ to Rahab, that Jofhua 
)t the fpics, whom (he entertained, and that 
ey informed her, that Jofhua was a type of Chrift 
ucified : ^iU you not render your ^ orthodo^jty" 

O a ^ 
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as ridiculous,, as if you refted it upon the firifolo 
fiifFcrence there is between if znd if f Mr. B.cmil 
(bow, that the apoftle ever diftinguiihed betweei 
Jtvnfti IF, and a Chrifiian i f ; but I can quote du 
ter and vcife, when I aflert, that be clearly £ft 
piiifhes between Jewifli and Chriftian fai^ F 
not to tranfciibe Heb. viii. and x. does he not] 
Ga). iii. 23, fisFORB faith [i. e. before Cknfi 
%a\\W\ came, we were kept under the iaw^ i. e. under 
Jewifh difpcnfationy and the obfcurer faith pecu 
to it: Nor was this a damnable ftate, For. St ¥ 
begins the next chapter by telling us, thatTi^e he 
as long as he is a child, dijfereth nothing from a %\ 
VAMT| tho* he be Lord of all; but is under PA 
and governors^ ttlL the time appointed of the Fatk 
Evenfowey when wc wrf thildfen*[yihen we were 
dcr the Jcwifli difpenfationj were in bondage w 
the ehnents of this world. But xvhen the Julnejs oj \ 
was comtn God fent forth his Son^ made of a woman, n 
under the law, to redeem them that were vnder the i 
that we [children differing nothmgjrom fervants'\ m 
receive the adoption of fons, u c, the privilegei 
fons that are of age, and are no longer under 
tors and governors.— For after that (Chrift 
FAITH is domey we are no longer under afchooL-mafter, 
we are all the [emancioatcdj children of God by fa 
IN Christ Jesus.: Gal. iii, 25, 26. Is it not 
dent f«om the comparing of thefe pafTages, that 
faith of Jews conftituted them children of G 
but fuch children as in general differed nothing j 
fervants — (uch children as were inaflateof i 
age and bondage; wherczts C'Ari;?wn faith [em] 
tica^Iy called .^(C7/iA] by its fupcrior privileges ir 
duces tfdc Chriftians Into Me glorious liberty o^ 
2i&<\V form of Gqd.^ 

The difl'^rerce between the privileges of 
Jewjfb, and thofc of the Chriftian faith and 
pcnfation, is ftill more clearly defcribedj 2 ( 
iii. There, the Chriftian difpenfation fcallec 
mini/tration of the Spirit^ becaufe thepromfe of the 
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is great privilege, fee John vii. 30.] is op- 
:oth.e Jewifh di^enfation, whicfi toe apoftle 
he mrtiftration of condemnation^ because it ap- 
i no particular facrifices for penitents guilty 
lery, idolatry, murder, blafphemy, &c. and 
tely dooiped them to die* This fevere dif- 
on, fays St, Paul, was glorious ^ tho' it is done 
much more Chat which remaineth [the ChriClian 
ationj esKccdeth mj^/ory.—- Again, Mofes put a 
veil over his face, that the childr n of IJraei covdd 
faftly look to the end^ and until this day the veilre- 
untaken away^ &c. But toe (Chridianj^) alU 
\nface beholding, as in a glafsj the glory of the 
ire chaifged into tkefame image from glory to glory ^ 
a privilege I And how many nominal Chrif- 
ive b^iow it; yea below the privileges of 
y Heathens ! 

lis however is the one faith of true Chridiant, 
ive the fame fpirii of faith: Itis^m^, in its great 
God manifeft intheflefh — one^ in its great promife 
he promife of the Father, or the kingdom in the 
ioft' — onfy in its new commandment, brother- 
i^erfal love, th'Sit perfeds believers in one^ and 
:hem partakers otfb great falvation,— This is 
h, which St. Paul calls the faith of God's eleS^ 
s faitji of Chriftians, who are chofen above 
believers to fee the glory of the Lord zoith open 
hen Jewi(h believers fee it only darkly thro' a 
bis very faith he calls Immediately after the 
nmon to all Chriflians, To Titus^ my otonfon 
common faijthy Tit.' i. 1,4. With an eye ta 
1 he likewife names Timotl^y his otonfon in 
H — tohich is in Chrift jfefus : A faith this, 
y Timothy, who was a Jcwiflt believer from 
was made partaker of Chrift the great [i. e. 
'\{k\'d\\]faluation» — A faith, which St. Peter 
prccipusfaith, and St. Judc, a moft hofy faith ; 
ly comparing it to the mpft holy place in the 
— A faith, which Chrift calls my faith, Rev; 
ixxd faith that is is in me, A6^s xxvi, iS * 
thiSf far fuper ior to the {ai\\i ol X\v^ ttc^ 
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ing forth faith as the root, and works as the JrtdH 
evangelical obedience. 

IV* *' hy grantiog, that people, who areuoA 
'* difpenfations inferior to Chriftianity in its (lateo 
'* peifectiufiy may have a degrer of (living faith 
*' altho* ihcy haye not yet the lumioous faith ol 
^' Chril^ian believers ; you damp the exertion ql 
^' feeker( ; and invite them to fc'ile^ as moft difleo- 
*^ ters do, in a lukewarm, Laodicean (late, fhoitof 
*' the inward kindgom rf God which confifts not onl^ 
** in righleoufntfs^ but in ptau and joy by the HolyGk^J^ 

If this obje£lion could not he anfwered, I wouU 
burn my Efl'ay; for I had much rather, it (hould 
feed iny Bre, ih^n the Laodicean fpirit, which ii 
already io predominant in the church : fiut| that 
this new difficulty is by no means unanfwcrabk^ 
will appear, I hope, by the following obfervations. 

(i) Mr, Baxter, by a variety of (Irong arguments, 
(hows» that to reprefent aflurance, or ihe kingdoi^ 
of God in the Holy Ghoft, as effential to all true 
faith i and promifcuoudy to fhuc up in a (late oF 
damnation all thofe, to whom that kingdom is not 
yet come zmth douier^ is both cruel and unfcripturaL 
Confejfion of haithy from p. 189 to 214. 

• (2) Ought we to keep from thofe, who fin- 
cerely feejc the kingdom of God, the comfort that 
the gofpel allows them P Are not ihey^ thatfeek tk 
Lord^ commanded to r^oicc ? And how can they do 
ir, if the wrath of God akdeth on them^ as it certainly 
does on a// a^/i^^f unbelievers ? Did notour Lord 
and St. Peter fpeak in a more evangelical (Irain, 
when they faid to fincere feekers, Fear not Uttlejlock^ 
for it is your Father* s good pleafure to give you the king' 
domoi grace, as well as that of glory, — The promjfi, 
of the kingdom in the Holy Ghod is unto you, and 
to your children, and to as many- as the Lord our God 
ffiall call to believe explicitly in Jefus Chrifl ? 

(3) When Jofliua urged the Ifraelites to cro(s 

Jordan, would he have done tight, if he had made 

them believe, that they were ilill in Egypt, and 

had not yet taken one true R.e^ lovj^rd^ C^uaan ? 

Did he not ciicouragc them to gp u)j, «tv^\o^Q^^^i 
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tHc good land hy tbc very couriceration, which my 
objedor fuppofcs would have made them fit down 
ill the wildernefs? Nay, did not thofe, who had 
ftlready taken podeHion of the kingdoms oFOg and 
and Sihon, oh the other fide Jordan, crofs that ri- 
ver firfl, and nobly lead the van, when their breth- 
Tfn went on from conquering to conquer ? And 
why fhould not fpiritual Ifraclties, who turn their 
back upon fpiritual Egypt, and feek the kingdom 
of God, be led on from faith to Jaithy in the fame 
comfortable manner ? 

♦ (4) It 18 trifling to fay, " Dead DiflVn»crs, and 
^t formal Scoxch clergy, preach up a faith ftiort of 
Chriflian afTurance, and therefore fuch a faith is. 
1 dangerous chimera;" for if they preach it in ar> 
unguarded manner, to fe.t a fide and net to illuflrate 
the do&rine of Chrijlian faith, they do the devil's 
work, and not the work of evangeiifls; what won- 
der is it then, that fuch preaching (hould lull iheir 
congregations afleep? — Again, if we ought not to 
give up the do€lrine o? Jincere obedience andgo^d works^ 
tho' our opponents cry out perpetually, ** It is the 
do&rine of all the carnal clergy in the king- 
dom :"— and if it is our duty to maintain the 
doftrine of the Trinity^ the' Dr. Prieflly and all the 
Uniterians fay with great truth. That " It is the doc- 
trine of the fuperftitious Papifts ;" how abfurd is 
It to urge, that our do6):rine concernirig a faith in- 
ferior to the faith of aifurance, is falfe, merely be- 
caufe this doftrinc is held by all the Jle^py DiiTcn- 
ters? Might we not, at this rate, be alfo afhamed 
of the doftrine of the divine unity, which the 
Jews, and even the Turks hold as well as we ? 

* {13) Are there not many pious and judicious mi- 
niflers, in the churches of England and Scotland, as 
well as among the DiiTenters, who dare not counte- 
nance the prefent revival of the power of godlinefs, 
chiefly becaufe they hear us fometimes unguardedly 
afTert, that none have any faith, but fuch as have 
the faith of afTurance ; and that the wrath of God 

actually 
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a6lually abides on all thofc, who have not thit )« 
faith ? If we warily allowed the faith of the ia* 
ferior difpcn rations, which fuch divines clearly feft 
in the fcrlpturesy and feel in themfelves; would 
tiot their prejudices be foftened, and their minds 
prepared to receive what we advance in defenoa 
of the faiih of afTurance ? 

* (6) If it is urged, that the Spirit of God wit- 
neiTes to all fincere feekers of the kingdom of Goiii 
that they are in a damnable (late, till they feel the 
pardoning love of Godjhcd abroad in their hsarts by tk 
lioly Ghoft ^tven unto them ; I demand proof : I deny 
the fa6^, and afTert, that the divine Spirit can no 
more witnefs to an accepted, mourning Covneliuif 
that he is not accepted in any fenfe, than it can wii« 
nefs to a palpable con tradition. The truth it, out ]« 
unbelieving fears and awakened hearts are veiy ^ 
prone to furmife th^ worfl, and we are very apt tt -^ 
take their furmifings for divine imprefHons, evea )r 
when we brin^ forth fruits worthy of repentatue. I doubt '>i 
not but St* Paul himfelf, in his agony of penitential h: 
grief, when he fpent threie days and three nights in \ 
fading and prayer, had many fueh s>loomy defpairiog 
thoughts ; bat they were certainly lying thoughts* 
as well as thofe, whigh David wiiely checks ia 
fome of his pfalms. Who will dare to fay, tha^ 
Ananias found the apodle in a damnable ftate, tho 
he found him without the fenfe of fin forgiven, a> 
appears from the direflion whieh he gave him, Arifl^ 
why tarriefl thou? Wafhazoay thy fns^ calling upon^ an<^ 
confequcntly believing in the name of the Lord f 

(7) The objefclion which I anfvver, may with 
equal propriety be urged againft St. Peter's dc£lrine. 
Afts. ii. 5, and X. 7, we read of devout w^nowio/' 
evtry nation under heaven, and of a DEVovrfoldier that 
waited continually on Cornelius, who himMi feared 
God^ worked righteoiifnefs, and was accepted^-^-^^with 
all his houfe By Afts xi. 9, 14, it evidently ap- 
pears, tho* Cornelius was deanfed by God himfelf ; 
yet he myx\i fend for Peter^ who was to tell him words 

whereby 
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9kereiy he and all his houfc should be iaved, i. e« 
hould become partakers of the great faiuation re- 
realed by the gofpel of Jefus Chrid^ But although 
St. Peter began his difcourfe by acknowledging, that 
bis pious hearers toerc accepted with God, none of the 
rongregation faid ; Well, if \ve areaaepUd, we are 
ilready in a ftate of falvation, and therefore we 
nt^6 TkOi hear zoords^ toherebywejhallbefaved. On the 
contrary, they all believed ^^ct'or^ ^ this fuller 
(ahation ; for the Holy GhoJiJcUon all thtm, that heard 
the word; and St. Paul informs us, that we receive the 
Spirit by the hearing of faith. Compare Ads x. 4 }, 
with Gah ii. 3, and John vii. 39, It is plain, from 
this account, that no preaching was ever attended 
with a more univerfal blefiing, and that no difcourfe 
lyas ever more inltrumental in conveying to all, the 
power of the faith of aflurance, than that very 
R^rmon, which the apoflle began by intimating, that 
his hearers were already accepted^ according to an 
Inferior ^ifpenfation. Hence it is evident, that the 
do£lrine we maintain, if it is properly guarded, far 
From having a necfjfary tendency to lull people a- 
Qeep9 is admirably calculated to excite every peni- 
tent to faith, prayer, the improvement of their ta« 
lent, and tht peijtBing qfhoUne/s. 

• (8) May we not fufficiently guard the Chriftian 
difpenfation, by con (Untly affirming: (1) That all 
Chrifiian believers have, now the witne/i in thsmfdves : 
■■ • (a) That thofe, who have it not, either never 
had Chriftian Jaith^ which is emphaticallv called 
fmih in the gofpel, that they know onlv the bapti/m 
4if yohn; or, that with the unfettled Galatians, 
they are a€bually fallen from grace^ u e. horn the 
Chriftian difpenfation; and now live liTM^r the taw 
u e. in the darknefs of the Jewifh difpenfation : 
fuppoiingthey arc not quite departed from God by 
indulging known fin.—— (3) That if they do not 
prefs after the faith ofafFurance, they are in theut- 
anofl danger bf lofiog their talent of grace; like the 

youn^ 
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young man, whom Jefus loved, and who ncvcrthe- 
lefs went awayforrowful, when he was unwilling to 
give up all, and follow Jcfus without refcrvcjor 
like thofc thoufjH'Js of Ifraelites, zehcm the Lori 
SAVED OUT OF ihc land of F-iypt^ an:i whom hca^ 
tfricards dfproyeiy when t'x^- beHcz'.i noi the word, 
bv which tiuv were to b:; sAVio in ro the land of 
jjio'nifc? 

• (lo) Kot to mention all the argurhcnts, by whicfc 
the i^^lois Pijiiians defended the doflrine of affia^ 
ance in the laft century, and thofe by which the 
Methodi!t> prove its n^ctjjity in our days; is not the 
firlk argument iik-d in myaddrefsto the ami-chriftian 
moralid, fufficicnt to enforce the abfolute necclfiljr 
of riling to higher dtfpenfatlons, when GodciUsus 
to it? If queen Vafhti loll her crown, for refufingtt 
come to the royal banquet, it the kind's commandmtiAi 
— If thofe, who be^edto be excufedy when they were 
invited to the golpel-feaft, were at laft dreadfully 
•*uni(hcd :— ^If St. Paul fays to loitering believers, 
who arc backward to go on to perfection, HowJhM 
toe e/capeiftoe ne^leEl/o great falvation, which at first 
bf;;an to befpoken by the Lord i^^Ndy, if Chrift hitn* 
felf threatens to /pue lukezoarm^ flothful LaodiccaftS 
out of his mouth ; do we want even terrifying arpl' 
ments to lafli the confciences of thofe, who, hopmj 
they arc perfeflly fafe in their low attainments, deC 
pifc fuiher dilpenfations, and bury their talent of grace 
till it IS taken from them, and nven to thofe who im- 
prove their own ? To conclude, 

• (9) You are afraid, that the doftrine of this E( 
fay will inaLc '• Seeker i** reft in Laodicean lukewarm 
nefs ; but, permit me to obferve, that the Seekers yoi 
fpcaiv of, arc either forward hypocrites, or fincer 
penitents If they ^xejorward hypocrites, preach 
ing to them the faith of ajfurance will never mak* 
tlicm cither humble or fmcere. On the contrar) 
tlicy will probably catch at an ele&ion, and then a 
an a/furanre of their own making ; and fo they wil 
tliink they have the faith, for which you contenc 

whc 
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when in h^ they have only the name and notion of 
it. The religious world (warms with inilances of 
this kind.— If, on the other hand, the Seekers for 
whom yoa fecm concerned J. sirc^Jincere penitents ; far 
from being hurt, they will be greatly benefited by 
our do6b'ine': for it will at once keep them from 
chilling, defpairing fears ; and from faife, Crifpian 
comforts; the two oppofite extremes, into wlii<:h 
upright, unwary mourners are apt to run. 'Ihus 
our doftrine, inftead of being dangerous to (incere 
fcckers,* will prove a fcriptural clue, rn following 
which they will happily avoid the gloomy haunts of 
pharifaic defp^ir, and the enchanted ground of ant i- 
miian prcfumption. 



THE END. 
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SECOND APPENDI2 

Containing^ (i) Arguments to provCj that allmenmiiotf 
/alfyy in the day of' theif vifitation^ have iomk grA 
cious power to betteoe $oue /aving truth.^'-^^And [t 
An anftoer to objeSums. 

BEING confcious that I cannot be too carefu 
andguardcd, in writing upon fo important, an 
delicate a fubjef^, I once attempt to explain, (IrcDgtt 
en, and guard the do6l;rine that it contains. 

I. I have faid that FmM [confidered in general] 
believing heartily ; I add, and/ometimes it mayfii'nijy 
power to believe heartily. For as God gives to all tb 
Heathens in the day of their vifitation, a power to^ 
lieve heartily that God is^ indulging them with grac 
ous calls and opportunites ta ufe that power ; ^ 
may fay, that he gives them the faith of their difpc 
fatioo. Neverthelefs all the Heatiiens have nottt 
faith: For ro^ny obdinately bury^their talent, dl^ 
at lad it is taken from them. 

As thisdoftrine oi faith entirely fubvertsthe d 
trine oifinifhed damnation^ which is fo clofely c 
ne6led with the do£i:rine8 of abfolute eleSion, and 
nilhed falvation : I beg»leave to add the follow 
arguments to Ihofc which I have produced to pre 
that faith is not the work of God in thefenfe of 
adverfaries, and that in the day of falvation, tl 
the free gft nvhkh is come upon all men^ we have 
fome gracious power to believe fome faving trutl 



( »6S X 

* (t) If faith is the work of God in the fame fenfe 
10 which the creation is his performance, . when 
Chridmarvelled at the Centurion* s faithy he marvelled, 
that God fhould be able to do what he pleafes, 
or that a man fiiould do what he can no more 
help doing, than he can hinder the world from ex- 
iting: That is, he marvelled at what was not at all 
marvellous ; and he might as well have wondered 
that a tun fhould outweigh an ounce. 

(2) When God invites every creature in all the 
K^flr^ to believe, [Mark xvi^ 15.] if he denies most 
of them power fo to do, he infults over their wretch- 
ed impotence, and a^s a part which can hardly 
be reconciled with {incerity. What would the world 
think of the king, if he perpetually invited all the 
Irifli poor over to England to partake of his royal 
Charity, and took care that mod of them fhould 
ffCD^meet with any vefTels to bring them over, but 
fuch as would be fure to founderan the paiTage. 

* (3) When our Lord endeavoured to fhame the 
pharifees for their unbelief, he faid, John came to you 
and ye believed him not^ but the publicans and harlots be 
^ieoedhim : andye^ when ye had fan it, repented nUaJter^ 
^afdSf that ye might believCm But if faith is the work oF 
^od in the fenfe of our adverfaries, was it any 
bame to the pharifees, that God would not do his 
:un i^ork ? Had they any more reafon to blufh at 
^ tban we have to redden, becaufe God does not 
ive us wings and fins as he does to birds and 

Qies? 

* (4) To fuppofc that Chrift afliduoufly preached 

le gofpel to the inhabitants of Capernaum, whilfb 
[I the time hje withheld from them power to be- 
eve it, and that afterwards he appointed them a 
ore intolerable damnation jor not believing : —To 
ippofe this I fay, is to cad the mod horrible re- 
e£tioti upon the lamb of God. But if it is allowed, 
3»t thofe obdinate unbelievers will judly be fent 
ntQ4 jp^bre dreadful hell, for having buried to the 
od thi^ir talent of power to believe in iheir fironger 
'. ' P 2 U^ht; 
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light ; IS it not reafonabic to fuppofcythat thofe who 
fiiall go to a Itjs intolerable hell, will aifo be fent 
there for having finally refufed to ufe their talent of 
power to believe in their weaker light P 

* (t)) AJtho* Chrift pofilively fays, that men fhall 
be damned for their unbelief: [See John iii* i8. 
Maf^ xvi. i6.j yet fome of our adverfaries deny it; 

^.Wing defervedlyoafhamed of reprefenting our Lord 
■'' as damning myriads of men for not doing what is 
abfolutely impoiTible^ Hence they tell us, that re- 
probates fhall be damned only for their fins. But 
this contrivance does not mend the matter : for bad 
works, or fms, necejfarily flow from unbelief. Now, 
unbelief being nothing, but the abfence of faith : 
God, by abfolutely withholding all faving faith nt* 
uffarily caufes all unbelief ; and unbelief, by neuff^arHy 
cauling all (in, ntceJJ arily c^uiti alfo damnation. For he 
that abfolutely withholds all light vccejfarily caufe* 
a:l darknefs, and of courfe aU the works of darknefs. 
Thus '* the doHrines of grau" [Co called] that fcem to 
rear their grac^ul head to heaven, end in the gmce" 
Ufs venomous tail of Jimjhtd damnation, ** De/init in 
pifcem mulur formofa fupcrne.** 

* (6) The defign of the gofpel, with regard to 
God 18 evidently to extol his grace, and cUar hisjufiice* 
Now, if an abfolute decree of preterition, or limited 
redemption, hinders a vaft majority of mankind from 

. believing to lalvation, both thofe ends of the gof- 
pel are entirely defeated in all that perilh : For God 
by pafling by the reprobated culprits thoufands of 
years before they were born, and by withholding 
every dram o\ faving grace from them, (howshimfelf 
a merciUfs Creator to them all. Nor doee this opinion 
lefs horribly impeach God's jufiice than his ^r^ee ; 
for itrepreients him as judicially fentencing ^men to 
eternal torments, merely for the fin of a man whom 
mod of them never heard of; or which is all one, 
for the necejary ^unavoidable f pre-ordained confequcnces 
of that fin* 

* (7) St» Paul, in his epiftUato the Romans, takes 
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particular care to clear God's juflice with refytSi !• 

I the condemnation of the wicked, tfuit every mouth may 

' ^fioppcd — and that they may be without excuje. But the 

fcheme which I oppofe, inftead of leaving men zoith 

outjxcujey opens their mouths^ and fills them with the 

; beft apology in the \^rld» *' Mfob4e neceffity and com- 

piste mpofibiiity^ caufed by another before we were 

D>orn:'* An apology this, which no candid perfon 

can ever pbjcft to. 

* (^) Agreeably to St. Paul's doflrine our Lord 
obferves, that the man fentenced to be cad into outer 
darknefs for not having on a wedding garment , was 
/peechUfs, But if the Crifpfan dodlrines of grace are 
true, might not that man, with the greateft pro« 
priety, have f aid to themader'of the fcaft, while 
tbc executioners bound him hand and foot ; *' To 
all eternity I (hall impq^ch thy juftice, O thou 
partial judge. Thou appbirileft me the hell of hypo- 
crites, merely becaufe I have not on a wedding garment, 
which thou haft from all eternity purpofedly kept 
from me, under the ftrong lock and key of thy ir- 
reverfible decrees. Is this the manner in which 
thoujudgeji thi world in righteou/nefs f " 

* (g) Iffiilvation depends upon faith, and if God 
never gives reprobates power to believe in the light 
that enlightens every man, and a fufficiency of means 
fo to do; it followS| that he never gives them any 
'terjonal ability to efcape danuiation ; but only to fe- 
cure and increafe their damnation ; and thus he 
deals far harder with them than he did with deviis» 
For Satan and his angels were Mperfonally put in a 
late of initial falvation, and endued with diperfonal 
ibility to do that, on which their eternal falvation 
depended* To fuppofe therefore, that a majority 
of the children of Adam, who arc born fioful with- 
out any />^r/ortfl/ fault of their own, and who can fay 
lothe incarnate Son of God, Thou art flefti of our 
flefh, and bone of our bone to fuppofe, I fay, 
that a vaft majority of ihcfe favoured creatuies have 
Far Icfs favour fhown them, than Beelzebub himfelf 
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had, IS fo gracctefif fo evangdicalsL dcrfirine, thaf one 
might be tempted to think, it isironicalfy called the 
dcElrinc of graa I and to furpe6b| that its defenders 
arc ftilcd ** evangelical minifiiers" by way oi bur* 
lefqut. ' ^ • 

* From the preceding arguments I conclude, that 
when it is faidin thefcriptures, people could not 
believe^ this is to be underflood, either of perfons, 
whofe day of grace was over, and who of courfe 
were judly given up to a repr<Aate^ mind, as the men 
mentioned, Rom* i. 21, 28: Or of perfons, who 
by not ufing their one talent of power to believe the 
obvious truths belonging to a lower difpenfation, 
abfolutely incapacitated themfelves to believe the 
deep truths belonging to Chriftianity; 



II, Altho' I flatter myfclf, that the preceding ar- 
guments guard the^do£lrine of/rr^ -gr^c^ again ft the 
attacks of thofc, who contend ior JreC'Wrath % I dare 
no! yet conclude. Still fearful left fome difficulty 
unremoved fhould prejudice the candid reader 
againft the truth,* I beg leave to anfwer three more 
plaufible obje&ions to the do£lrineof this EfTay* 

Ob J. V. " l^ faith is the gift of the God of grace 
" to us, z% fight is the gift of the God of nature, doejJ 
'* it not follow, that as we may fee when we will, 
** fo we may believe in Chrift— -believe the fCr- 
^' givcnefs ofour Gns; and, by that means, £11 our- 
«' 7elves yrithpeage and joy in the Holy Ghofi when we 
'• have a mind ? But is not thii contrary to experi- 
♦' ence? Do not the heft Chriftians remember a 
*' time, when they could no more believe than 
*' they could make a worJd, tho' they prayed for 
" faith with all the ardor they wexe capable of?** 

Ans. (1) You ftill feem to take it for granted, 

that there is no true faith, but an explicitjQii/A in 

Christ: and no explicit faith in Chrift, but the 

JaiU offullajfuramu Bvil 1 ho^^^ vVi^x. Ihavcal- 
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ready proved tlic contrary. There are two ex- 
tremes in the dodrrine of faith, which (hould htr. 
carefully avoided by every Chriftian : The one is 
that of the author of P. O. who thinks, that an 
iduherous murderer' may have true, faving faith in 
the height of his complicated crimes: And the other 
is that of Mr. Jonathan Ketlow, who afferts, there is 
no faving faith but that which has aftually clean^fed 
Us from all inbred fin, and opened a prefent hea- 
ven in our bread. The path of truth lies between 
the oppofite mi (lakes of thofe two good men ; and 
t-hat path I endeavour to point out. 

As on the one hand it never came into my mind, 
that an impenitent murderer can have even the fav- 
ing faith of a Heathen : fo on the other hand it 
lever entcted my thoughts, that. a penitent can be- 
ieve with the faith of full aflurance when he will : 
i^or this faith depends not only upon our general 
>elief of the truth revealed to us, but alfo" upon a 
)eculiar operation ofGod^ or revelation of his powerful 
irnis It is always attended with a manife/lation of 
kcjpirit of adoption loitnejfing with our /pint ^ that we 
ire the children of God: And fuch a manifeftation, 
!^od in general grants to none but them, that groan 
ice ply under the fpirit of bondage unto featy aS Paul 

lid while he remained blind at Damafcus; oi 

hem that are peculiarly faithful to the grace of their 
nferior difpenfation. and pray as earoellly for 
ioioer from on high, as the apoflles did after our Lord's 
ifcenlion* 

Therefore, from^ my afferting, that " So long as 
»' the day of falvation continues^ all finners, who have 
•' not yet finally hardened themfelvesy may day or 
'' night [thro* the help and power of the general light of 
•* Chrijl's GRACE mentioned John i. 9, aodrit. ii. 1 1.*'] 
^* receive some truth belonging to the ever] a fling gofpel^ 
which takes in the difpenfation of the heathens ; 
from my afferting this, I fay, you have no reafon to 
infer, that I maintain, any man may day or night 
believe the forgivcnefs of his fins, and the dce^ ^ 
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truths of the go/pel Of Christ ;.erpec]ally fmce I 
mention immediately what truth it is, which ili ; 
may believe, if they improve their talent, namdjf 
this : *' There is a God, who will call us to an acamt 
•* for our fins, and who /pans us that wt may break tUm, 
ojf by rcpentance/f 

(2) It would be abfurd to fuppofe, that you caa 
believe with the luminous faith of ajfurance^ when 
God isca(ting your foul into the dark prifon of your 
own guilt, to bring down your pharifaic looks, apd 
make you feel the chains of your fins. But even 
then, mdy you not *• believe^ that God is** juft, holy, 
and patient? May you not acknowledge, thatyoa 
deferve your fpiritual imprifonment far more than 
Jofcph's brethren deferved to h^ put all together ifU* 
ward three days by their loving, forgiving brother? 
May you not believe that, altho' heavinefs may enckri 
for a nighty y^^jpy cometh in the morning f And whca 
you have humbly groaned with David, / amfojo^ 
in prifon that I cannot get forth ; rijay you not pray iti 
faith. Bring my foul out of prifon^ that I may pYaifi th) 
name : Let the bones which thou hafi broken rejoice : Give 
me the garment of praifefor thefpirit of heavinefs : Con* 
vince me as powerfully of rigliteoufntfs^ as thou haft 
of fin : And let thy fpirit, which now afts upon mc 
as 9 fpirit of bondage unto/ear^ a6l as ^fpirit of adoption^ 
and liberty ; of righteoufnefs, peace, and joy ? —May 
you not even add, « O God, / believe thy promife 

* concerning the coming of the Comforter ; hel^ 

* thou my unbelief and grant me fuch a faith as thou 

* wilt vouchfafe \o feal with that holy fpirit of promife. 

* Thou fhakeft before mc the rod of infernal ven- 

* geance : 1 def«rve it a thoufand times; but, O 

* Father of mercies, O my Father^ if for the fake oi 

* thine only begotten Son, thou wilt yet permit fuch 

* a wretch as I am to call thee Father^ give mc the 

* fpirit of adoption ; and witncfs to my fpirit, that I 

* am a child of thine. But if thou wilt dill hide 

* thy face from me, nevjcr fuffer me to entertain 

* one diftionourable thought of thee ; never kt mc 

^ think 
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thee a Moloch. Tho' thy juftice flay mc, 
; ftill truft in thee, and believp, that for 
's fake thy mercy will revive my foul ?* Is 
iral to rank among abfoluie unbelievers, 4 

who thus humbly wails foi the faith of 
irancc — ihc faith of Chriftiaiiity ? If our 
anounces fuch mourners bujfcdy does it be- 
lo pronounce them accurfed ? Bat I return 
oi)jc6lion. 

The latter part of it confirms, irillead of 
ling my doclrinc ; it being evident, that if 
on 3 you fpcak of, praytd with ardor for the 

affurance, they had already fome de^rfe of 
Dr praying is calling upon the -Lord^ and St. 
iks the words c/ /okrnefSf where he fays, 
' they CALL upon him^ in whom they have not 

D? 

am fo far from thinking, our power to be- 

ib/olute, that I have aScrted, " ii is impofs 

irtily to believe the truths, which do not 

prefent ftate :— — And 1 have obfcrvcd, 

favingly believe the " truth fuiiable to our 
ciycumftance^ when it is kindly prefrnted by 
GRACE, and affe6lionattly tmbraud by pre- 
D free-will ;** adding that, when we believe 
ith is more or lefs operative^** not only *' ac- 
the EARNESTNESS with which wCy" (i* e. our 
free-will) " zvelcome the truth to our inmoft 

but alfo, " according to the power a/zfA 
fpirit of grace imprejfes it upon our hearts^*''--' 
ria\^e afcribed fo much to the power of 
e, by which faving faith is " injtantantouf- 
," as to allow that fometimes [as at St. 
nvertionj this power for a while bears all 
fore it. This was my meaning, when I faid 
' Wt may in general fu/pend the aQ offaith^ 
.LY when the glaring light'* [i. e, the lutni- 
/erj ^^ that fometimes accompanies the revelation 
e, ts abated," Confide r the force of the 

in general^" and " efpecially :" advert lo 

tho 
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the exceptions for which they make room ; and 
you will fee, I allow that frcR-gracc, at timei, 
a£ls with almoft as much irrefi/tibility^ as fome mQif 
rate boundwillers contend for* 

* (s) With rerpe6lto my comparifon between our 
power to MtevCy and our power tojee^ far from (bow- 
ing that all men may at any time believe thegofpel 
or Christ, it intimates, nay, it proves the very 
rcverfe. Can you fee when you will, and what you 
will? Can you fee in a dark night without a light ? , 
Can you fee in a bright day, when a thick veil co- 
vers your fatcc ? Can you fee, if you place an opa- 
que body full in your light ? Can you fee what i» 
out of the reach of your eyes? Can you fee the ri- 
fing fun, when you look full weft, or the Aartwhen 
you pore upon a dunghill ? Can you fee when you 
obftinatcly fhut your eyes ? Or when you have let a 
wicked man put them out, left you (hould not live 
in idlenefs ? Apply co faith thefe queries about^^A^; 
recolle6): the preceding obfervation : and you will 
perceive : (i) That our power to believe is various 
ways circum/crihed; itbeingimpofliblejthathe who has 
but one talent, perhaps unimproved, (hould carry on 
as ext^nftve a trade as the man who diligently im- 
proves his five or ten talents : (2) That neverrhelefs 
fuppofing we have ftill a ray of the light of truth, 
ana have not yet been given up to judicial blind- 
nefs, or to final hardnefs, we may day and night 
[if we do not ftill bury our talent] believe, by the 
abovi^mentioned helps 7^»9»^ obvious truth belonging 
to the loweft difpenfation of divine grace, and begin 
to follow our Lord's direftion ; While yt have the light 
heUevein the light that ye may be the children of the light .' 
And (3) That if we oppofe this dofbrine, we begin 
to fneak after our Calvinift brethren into Crifpiani- 
ty and are juft ready to bow at the fhrine of the great 
Diana of the day, and to kifs her irbn^lay feet, Fir 
niJhedfiJ^tionand Finijhed damnation*. 

Obj 
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Ob J. VI. " Your doftrine concerning the fchool 
** of faith, and its feveral forms— concerning the 
•* *««^/!ff of faith and \ii partitions^ is entirely founded 
•• upon the doftrine of the difptnfations of divine 
** grace ; a-do£krine this, which many people will 
*• rank with what they call, Tht novel chimeras of 
« your Checks:' 

I have proved what I have advanced concern- 
ing the difpenfations, by arguments founded upon 
fcripture, reafon, and confcience. However, that the 
idea of novelty may not (land in the way of any of 
tny readers, out of fifty authors, whom I might quote 
in fupport of this important do£trine, I {hall produce 
two, a calvinifl and an anti-calvinid ; not doubting 
but their confentaneous tellimony will fuificiently 
break the force of your obje£lton. The firil is the 
Rev. Mr. Green, late curate of Thumfcoc in York- 
ihire, and once an affiftant to Mr* Whitefield. In 
his book, ciilcd Grace and Truth vindicated^ f^ 116, 
you will find the following juft remarks $ 

* It appears to me (romjcripturei as well as expe- 

• rience^' that there are divers difpenfations, but the 

• fame fpirit ; The kingdom of heaven confifis of various 

* degrees J and different manjions. This is true, who« 
'*ther by the kingdom of heaven we underftand the 
^ outward profefTors of religion and their privilegeS| 
^ the inward kingdom of grace, or the kingdom of 

< glory : (in all which fenfcs the words in fcriprure 

♦ are freauently ufed.)— As face anfwers to face in a 

< glafs, to do thcfc refpeftively anfwer each other. 

* Thus the outward- privileges of religion from 

• Adam to Mofes were lea/t ; from Mofcs to 

* Chridpf eater, and from Chrift to the rcftitutioti 

* of all things, greateft* — Again, to be afpiriiualor 
^ enlijhtcned heathen, as Socrates, Plato, or Cor« 

• neiius before he heard Peter, is one degree or 
•< diljicnfatlon of grace. To be a fplritual or enlight* 

* .enedjLW ; and with Peter and the other difciples 
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* before ihc day of pen'ccoft, to believe and acki 

* ledge, that J^ius is the Mcfliah, tho' not/pin 
' iy come, is a greater. But to he a /pirii 

* CHKisTiAN'r to bavc C!i rift, the exalted God-t 

* revealed in u> from heaven, and to be fealed 
' the Hoi) Spirit of promife unto the day of the 
^ demotion oF this vile bodv, is the laft and 
< perfect di:penlatioa of grace. He that is fe( 

* here, (a.ill be as David, and he that is (Irong. 

* (hati be. &c, as the angel of the Lord, &c, Ffl 
*■ it may be obierved, that e\'ery difpenfation a( 

* of a growth therein ; and moreover, that each tf ( 

* ihem is in fome fort and degree experienced byi' 

* fpiriiual Chrxftian, &c« 

My feccnd witness is the Rev. Mr. J. Wcilcy,' 
who even in his firfl fermon on Salvation by faUk^ 
preached near forty years ago, clearly diflinguiihes 
Chriftian faith properly fo called, cr faith in Chn/t 
glorified, not only from the faith of an HeathcBi 
but al(b from the f.ith of initial Chriftianity, i.e. 
•' the/aith ichich th^ afojiks had. xjuhxlt our Lord xaoi 
upcn earth.'* 

' Andfirft, y^^j he. it* [the fnith tkatfaves us inU 
the ^eat falvction d*Jcv:bed in the fecond part oftheferr 
mon\ * is not barely the faith of an Heathen. Now 

* God requires of an Heathen to believe. That God 

* iff that he is a rcwarder cfthem that diligently feek hin 

* &c. by glorifying him as Gody &c. and by a care- 

* ful praftice of moral virtue, &c, A Greek or Ro- 

* man therefore, yea, a Sc\^hian or Indian, was 

* without cxcufe, if he di'^ not believe thus much; 

* the being and a'tributesof God, a future ftate of 

* reward and punifhmcnt, &c. For this is barely 
' the faith cf a Heathen,* — Soon after he adds, • And 
' herein does ii' [this faith in Chrijl gorijied'] 'differ 
^ from that faith, which the apoftles themfelves had 
^ while our Lord was upon earth, that it ackn:)W- 
' ledges the neceflity and merit of his death, and the 
' power of his refurreftion.' 

The do^rinc of Chriftian perfeflion is entirely 

?Qutv,ded 
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ounded on the privileges of the Chrifiian difpenfa- 
ion in its fuln^fs : privileges thefe, which far ex- 
reed thofe of the Jcwifti oeconomy, and the bap- 
ifm of John. Accordingly Mr. Weflcy in his fer- 
Don on Chriftian perfeHion makes the following juft 
ind fcriptural diftinftion between thofe difpenfations. 
It may be granted, (i) That David in tnc general 
courfe of his life, was one of the holiefl men among 
'ews. And, (2) That the holieft men among 
ews did fometimes commit fin. But if you 
d hence infer, that all Chriflians do, and mufl: 
commit fm, as long as they live : this confequence 
we utterly deny. It will never follow from thofo 
premifTes. Tthofe who argue thus, fcem never to 
' have confidered that declaration of our Lord, Mat. 
' xi. 11, Verily I Jay unto you^ among them that are 
^ born of women, there hath not rifen a greater than 
' Jfohn the Baptift. Nottoith/tanding, he that is Uaftin 
the kingdom oj heaven is greater than he. I fear in- 
deed, there are fome, who have imagined the king" 
dom of heaven here to mean the kingdomof glory ^ 
As if the Son of God had juft difcovered to us, that 
the leaft glorified faint in heaven is greater than 
any man upon earth l To mention this is fufficient- 
ly to refute it. There can therefore no doubt 
be made, but the kingdom of heaven here (as in the 
following verfe, where it is faid to h^taken by force) 
or the kingdom of God, as St. Luke exprefTes it, is 
that kingdom of God on earth, whereunto all true 
believers in Chrifl, all real Chriflians, belong. In 
thefe words then our Lord declares two things* 
(1) That before his coming in the flefh, among all 
the children of men, there had not been one great- 
er than John the Baptifl: whence it evidently 
follows, tjbat neither Abraham, David, nor any 
Jew was greater than John. (2) That he who is 
leafl in the kingdom of God (in that kingdom, 
which he came to fet up on earth, and which the 
violent now began to take by force) is greater than he* 
Not a greater proph^ (as fome have intfti^t^'td vW 
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* word) for this is palpably falfe in hQ. : But gmt- 
' erin the grace of Cod, and the knowledge of oor 

* Lord Jefus Chrift. Therefor* we cannot mcafdre 

* the privileges of real Chriilians by thofe formcrfy 

* given to the Jews, Their minijtration (or difpen- 
^ (ation) we allow tvas glorious } out ours exceeds in 

* ^^ry. So that whofoever would bring down Ae 

* Chriftian difpenfation to the Jewifh (landard, Ac. 

* doth greatly err^ neither knowing the/criptutes, n^ 

* the power of GodJ-^From thcfe excellent quotations 
therefore, it appears, that yoii do me -aki honour al* 
together undefcrved, if you fuppofe, that I firft ftt 
forth the doftrine of the difpenfations. 



^^ • * 



Obj. VII. " I cannot help thinking, that the 
^* dotSkrine ofa faith proper to all thofe difpeniations 
** is above the capacity of plain Chri/lianSy and (hould 
^' never be mentioned, leu it fhoufd puzzle, infiead 
*' of edifying the church." 

If your fears are well-grounded, evtn the apoftle's 
creed is above the capcity of plain Chriflians : for 
that creed, the fimpleil of all thofe, which the pri- 
mitive church has handed down to us, evidently 
diftinguiihes three degrees of faith: (t) Faith in 
God the Fdther Atinighty^ who made heaven and earthy 
which is the fiaith of the Heathens : (a) FaiUi in th^ 



jthe apoftles btfote the day of pcntccoft, ai^ y^ 
ftrangers to the + great outpouring of the fpirit : And 

[(3) JRnltt 

f I beg the reader -vfould oot miftakc^me. When I f»y that 

pious Jews, and our Lord's difciples before the dijrof Pentecoft, 

were Hraogers to the grui onipoweri^g of the Spirit, I do not 

iDcan that they were ftraogers to his direding» Modifying, and 

cn/jveoiog influences, accotdwiiio ihw difpenfation. ForDf 

vjcf had prayed, Takt^nt^ 'H3> Sftnlfrnttsei VJw^^iteBijtlft 

had been vifited by hU cxViiV^mSniV^viw, wta^aXsaxnoiBKOi 
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1^) Faith in the Holy G^— Faith ip the operation of 

^od, by which Chriftians believe according to tlu 

forking of. God's Almightjf powtty and dixe fiutd with 

TigAtant/nc/Sf peace^ and joy in thus believing. 

. yh^t the diftinfUon of the three degrees of faving 

l^th omitted in the Athana(ian creed, but expreiTea 

ilth^ Applies creed, and in the Nicene creed— 

tbat this diilindlion, I fay, is neither chimerical nor 

CfUhufiailica], may be proved by a variety of arsu'* 

mntSi two or three of which, I hope, will not in« 

tfude too long upon the reader's patience* 

(i) The fir (I is taken from the do&rine exprefsly 

Q B laid 

vomb : Our L.ord had hreathtd upon kis diJcipUs^ faying^ Reuioeyc 
tke Ubfy Ghfh ; and had imparted him to them as a Spirit of grace 
MMdJitppHcation to help them to wait in faith and uoces^ing prayer, 
tiii mty wen endued with power from on kigh : Befidey, they n\acal- 
led AmLo&D in truth; and oo man can do this, but by the i-pi' 
fii0f/aitkt which helps our wibelief and in^rmtus under all the di- 
vine difpeniationf • Neverthcleis they wcfe not fully baptized. 
The Comforter, that vifited them, aid not properly dUvell in 
tkem. Altho' they had already wrought miraclei by his power, 
tk Prmdje of the Fether was not yet fulfilled to them. They had 
ootyet been ntadeperfeS in one, by the affimilating operation of 
tlie neavenly fire. They would have been puzzled by fuch quef- 
tions at tEefe : Have ye received the tt/fy Ghofijinceye believed f A6ls 
jox. 8. — la he fatten upon you f A£U x. 44. — Is thejooe o/GodJhed 
€kroad in your heart b^ the Holy Ghofi gioen wnto you f Rom. v. 5 — 
I^ ibtfountainJpri^giM up into everia/Hf^ life opened in your bread? 
John iv. 14. — After wot ye believed^ wore yejealed with that Holy Spirit 
^pramjef Eph, i. 13. — That 5^rtif, which forms thofe rwrri of 
mmg zvateTi that Jlow out of the beUy^ the inmoft foul oj believers f 
—That Jjnrit which was not given bdFore Chrift was glorified f John 
vii. 39. — ^That Comforter^ which it it more expedient for us to re* 
eeivc, than even to have C brill's bodily prcfence and confiant in- 
flrudlioQS ? John xvi. 7-— If the(e« and the like queftions would 
have perplexed the apoftles before Chrift had opened his fpiritual 
baptifm, and {et up his kingdom with power in their hearts; we 
ought not to be fiirprized, that profeubrs, who know only the 
baptifm of John, (hould ingenuoufly confefs, they never heard 
there was an Holy Ghoft (to be received) fincc they br^lievcd, 
A6ts xix. 9. Nor Ihould we wonder if devout Jews, and eafy 
Laodiceans did even moch andfay^ you wouM have us to be filled 
-with NEW wine; but we are rich and increafed with goods/ and 
have need of nothing. The water of our old ciftcms is preferable 
to the new wine of your enthufiaftic dodriae, and our Daptilinal 
ponds to your baptifJBMl flamei. 
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laid down in the New Tcftamcnt, To what I have 
faid on this head, I add here what Chrift faid to his 
difciples, Ye believe in Goo, believe alfo in uz. Hete 
the mod prejudiced, may fee, that faith in the Fa- 
ther is clearly contradiftinguifhed from faith in the 
Son. As for faith in the Holy Ghost, fee in what 
manner our hlcffed Lord fowed the feed of it iii the 
hearts of his difciples. When the Comforter is come^ 
whom I wUJend unto youjrom the Father^ even the Spi- 
fit of truths hejhall tejlify of me. — It is expedient for 
y cut hat I go aw€^: forifl go not away the Comforter 
will not come unto yow: but xf I depart I will fend him 
unto you. — BehoLl I fend the Promise of my Fa- 
ther upon you : but tarry ye in the city of Jerufalem^ 
until ye be endued xvith power from on high. Nor was 
this great promife made to the apoilles alone ; for, 
In thelaft day^ that great day of thtfeaft^ J^fusftood 
and cried, faying^ If any man [not if an apoftle] 
thirft, let him come to me and drink. He that oelicveth 
on TTzr, as thefcripture hath faid, out of his beUyfhallflow 
rivers of living water. But this hefpahe of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on himjhould receive ^for the Holy 
Ghoft was not yet, [given; his difpenlation, which 
is the highefl of all, was not yet opened] becaufe 
that Jefus was not yet glorifed^ And the opening of 
this difbenfation in our hearts requires on our part^ 
not only faith in Chrift, but a peculiar faith in the 
promife of the Father-, a promife this, which has the 
Holy Ghoft for its great objeft. 

(2) My fccond argument is taken from the expe' 
rienres of thofe, who, by the Holy Ghoft, were 
made partakers of Chrift glorified, cither on the day 
of Pentecoft, or after it ; and could feelingly confefs 
Chrift dying for us^ and Chrift living in us, . the hope 
of glory, Afts ii, 5, we read of devout men out of every 
nation under heaven, who were come to worf^p at 
Jcrufalcm. But how could they have been devout 
men, if they had not believed in God ? What could 
have brought them from the ends of the earth to 
keep a fcaft to the Lord, if they had been mere 
^ aLthcifts? 
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alheifts? And yet it is evident, that thro' prejudice 
many of them rejefted our Lord; putting him to 
open fhame. and a bloody death-: But when Peter 
preached Chrift on the day of Pentecoft, they at 
nrft believed on him with a true, tho* not with a lu- 
ininous faith. This appears from the anguifti, 
which they felt upon being charged with having 
Jlain the prince of life. No rtaii in his fenfescan be 
pricked to the heart merely for having had a hand in 
the juft punilhment of an impoftor, and a blafphem- 
er, who makes him/elf equal with God. If therefore 
keen remorfe pierced the heart of thofc penitent 
Jews, it is evident, that they looked no more upon 
Chrift as an impoftor^ hut already believed in him as 
the true Meffiah. 

No fooncr had they thuspaffed froip faith in the 
Father to an explicit faith in the Son, but they cri- 
ed out, IVhat Jhall we do f And Peter dire8;ed them 
to make by baptifm an open, folemn profeflion of 
their faith in Chrift, and to believe the great pro- 
mife concerning the Holy Ghoft. The promift is un- 
to you, faid he: Be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jtfus Chrift Jor the remijfion of fins ; and 
ye [every one of you] ffiall receite the gift of the Holy 
Ghoft, And upon their gladly receiving the tvord ; i. c» 
upon their heartily believing the promife relating to 
pardon and to the Comforter ; and, no doubt, upon 
their fervently-praying, t^at it might be fulfilled in 
them ; they were filled with the fpirit : all their hearts 
overflowed with right eoufnefs, peace^ and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, 

St. Peter fpeaking (A£U xu) of a fimilar out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit, fays, The Holy Ghofl fell on them, 
[Gentiles] as on us [Jews] a^ theleginMng, Then re- 
membered I the word of the Lord, how that he faid, 
J^ohn indeed baptized twiM a;^/^ them that entered his 
dirpenfation, but ye Jhall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoft^ when you fhall enter the full difpenfation of 
my Spirit: — G(?i, adds Peter, gave them the like gift as 
he did unto us, who believed on the Lord J^fus Chrift, — 
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And when the apo files heard thefe things^ they giorifitd 
God; not indeed by fliouting, *• Then hath God 
given iho Gentiles ))ower to fpeak Arabic :" but by 
foy^^gi Then hath God aljo to the Gentiles granted repadn 
ance unto life^ according to the fuloefs of the Qhxt 
tian difpenfation. 

That c}iis difpenfatton of the Holy Chofl, thii 
coining of Chri(l's fpiritual kingdom "M^ith power, 
is attended with an uncommon degree of fan ^ifyini 
grace, is acknowledged by all : And that the giftcf 
tongues, &c. which at firft on fome occalions, and 
in fome perfons, accompanied the baptifm of the 
fpirit, for a fign to bigoted Jews, or to (lupid Hci^ 
Uiens — that fuch a gift, I lay, was a temporary (^ 
pendage, and by no means an ejential part of Chrift'ft 
fpiritual baptifm, is evident from the merely fpi- 
ritual effe6l, which the receiving of the Holy Gboft 
had upon the penitent Jews, who, beiog ham of 
water and of the Spirit ^ prelfed after the apoltles intp 
the kingdom of God on the day of Pcntecoft. 

* Even in the infancy of the church,* ffays an emi- 
nent divine] * God divided thofe' [miraculous^ ' gif^ 

* with a fparing hand. Were all even then prophets ? 

* Were all workers of miracles f Had all the gifts of 

* healing? Did all fpeak with tongues? No, in no- 

* wife. Perhaps not one in a thoufand. Probably 

< none but the teachers of the church, and only fome 

* of them. It was therefore for a more excellent 
« purpofe than this, that they the [brethren and 

. « apoftles] were all filed with the Holy Ghojt. It was 

* to give them (what none can deny to be eflential 

< to all Chriftians in all ages) the mind which was in 
« Chrif, thofe holy fruits of the fpirit, which, who- 

* foever has not, is none of his ; to Ell them with 

* lave, joy^ peace, long-fujfering, gentlenefs, goodnefs.* 

* It is very remarkable, that altho' 3000 converts 
received the gift of the Holy Ghojl on the? memorable 
day, in which Chrift opened the difpenfation of his 
fpirif , no mention is made of fo much as one of them 
working a /imr/^ miracle, or fpeaking with one nevf 

tongue. 
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tongue. But the greateft, and mod beneficial of 
miracles was wrouaht upon them all ; For, all that 
believed, fays St, Luke, were together ; continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, breaking bread from houje 
to houfe, eating their meat with gladnefs and Jtnglenefs of 
heart, praifing God, and having favour with all the peo* 
pie, by their humble, afFe£);ionate, angelical beha- 
viour. Or, as the fame hiftorian cxprefles it, Afts 
iv. 32, The multitude of them that believed'-^fpoke 
Greek and Latin ! — No, but — were of oi<E heart, and 
of QUE foul: neither faid any of them, that ought of the 
things which he poffeffed was his own : but they had all 
things common : having been made pcrfetl in one, 
agreeably to our Lord's deep prayer, recorded by St. 
John: is[cither pray I for thefe [my difciples] alone^ 
but for THEM alfo, who fhaU believe on me thro* their 
word, That they may be onEi-^Iifi them by my fpirit, 
and thou in me^ that they may be made perfect ik 

ONE. 



End of the second Appendix. 
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